
By Brian Sanders
The plumbing business is 

all in the family for Brian 
Bell of Bell Plumbing, a 
Holton fixture for nearly half 
a century.

“It kind of got passed along 
to me. It wasn’t my dream, 
but I kind of fell into it,” Bell 
joked.

But Bell — along with 
wife Karol and business as-
sociate Roger Breshears 
— continues to keep the wa-
ter running, and draining, in 
Holton-area homes, some-
thing the business has been 
doing ever since his father, 
Roy Bell, started the busi-
ness in 1968.

“It’s been a good business 
for a long time,” said Bell, 
who took over the business in 
1987 after his father’s death.

Bell said he got started in 
plumbing working with his 
father in a great deal of “on-
the-job training,” as well as 
some formal training before 
he and Breshears took and 
passed their master plumb-
er’s license examinations.

“There was a lot of study-
ing involved in trying to get 
that test passed,” Bell said of 

the master plumber’s license. 
“But that’s about as high a 
designation as you can get in 
plumbing.”

Today, Bell and Breshears 
offer “full-service plumb-
ing” from their business, in-
cluding residential and small 
commercial work. They also 
sell a wide range of plumb-
ing products and accessories, 
such as North Star water 
softeners, Bradford White 
water heaters and Delta 
faucets.

“We do a lot of water 
conditioning also,” Bell 
said. “We perform service 
repair and we work with 
new and remodeled houses 
— all-purpose stuff.”

On a recent morning, Bell 
could be seen laying the 
groundwork for plumbing 
needs at a new construction 
site south of Holton, prior 
to a cement floor pour.

With fall arriving and 
winter on the way, Bell 
advises homeowners and 
renters with outdoor water 
faucets to remember to dis-
connect their garden hoses.

“A lot of people forget 
and leave their hoses on 

during the winter,” he said. 
“We get a lot of service calls 
in the spring when they use 
them for the first time, be-
cause their lines will break 
and they won’t know it until 
they use them.”

Bell Plumbing is located 
at 417 E. Fifth St. in Holton. 
They can be reached by tele-
phone at 364-4434.

We’ll �x it fast!
Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Services
Froz Sewage & sump pumps 

Gar Sewer & drain cleaning

Faucets & �xtures

Water heaters

Leak detec Tubs & sinks

WE SELL QUALITY PLUMBING FIXTURES

Bell
Plumbing
417 E ton

Free Estimates
Fully Licensed & Insured
Emergency Service

785-364-4434

Fall Fix-Up Sale!
With the coming of 
colder weather, you 
may be thinking of 
taking care of those 

home �x-ups and 
repairs you’ve been 

putting o�.
We have everything 

you’ll need!
COUPON$

$

$

$

15% OFF COUPON
Bring in this coupon for 15% OFF any ONE item.

2210 NW Tyler St., Topeka, KS
785-232-3900

Hours: M-Sat. 7:30-8 • Sun 9-5 
Discount Coupon not good with any other offers or discount.

Not good with prior purchases. Will not qualify for “Friends or Family” Rewards.
(Expires Oct. 26, 2016.)

310 New York, Holton, KS 66436
eubankscustom@gmail.com

                                                         Find us on 

We’ll create your ideal 
design at a price that fits 

your budget. Our designers 
will work closely with you to 

create the kitchen, bath or 
anywhere you desire

cabinets. Our handcrafted 
cabinetry will suite

whatever your unique style 
and needs are!

Contact us today to schedule 
a FREE in-home quote

785-364-4377
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CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
HEATING & COOLING NEEDS!

DON ASH & SON, INC.

Heating and Cooling

Bell Plumbing an important
Holton business for 48 yrs

Holton Tire & Service Inc.
500 Vermont Ave., Holton • 785-364-4532 • www.holtontire.com

Full Service
Tire Repair

New Tires:
• Cooper

• Yokohama
• Hankook
• Goodyear

Oil Changes | Breaks
Lawn Mower Repair

Certified Briggs & Kohler
Repair Location

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2016

(Top photo, left to right) Brian and Karol Bell of Bell Plumbing are shown with 
their associate Roger Breshears. (Photo above) On a recent morning, Brian 
Bell laid the groundwork for plumbing needs at a new construction site. 

                                                                                                            Recorder photos

The Holton Recorder has coverage of all your local sports teams!

News Tip? Call 364-3141. THANKS FOR READING
THE HOLTON
RECORDER!

Thanks for reading
your hometown newspaper...

THE HOLTON RECORDER!

Let us know!
Send your baby’s name, birth date

and place, weight and height, and
names of parents, siblings and grand-
parents. A photo will be published
for a fee. Bring the news into the
office at 109 West Fourth Street in
Holton; mail to The Holton Recorder,
P.O. Box 311, Holton, Kansas,
66436; fax the news to 364-3422;
call 364-3141; or e-mail the news to
holtonrecorder@embarqmail.com
Please include name and telephone
number with news. 

www.holtonrecorder.com

JANUARY
SUBSCRIPTIONS

ARE NOW PAYABLE
FEBRUARY
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APRIL
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The Holton
Recorder
is available for sale at

the following locations-

Recorder Office
Casey’s General Store
Holton Country Mart

Ron’s IGA
C&D Food Mart, Whiting
Indian Country Mini-Mart

Kathy’s General Store
Homeplace Cafe, 

Circleville
Melba’s Diner, Mayetta

Calderwood’s, Hoyt
PBP Nation Station
Jump Start, Holton

Fast Trax
S&A’s Downtown Cafe

Holton Wal-Mart

CHECK OUT TODAY’S
Recorder Classifieds
Something For Everyone!

___________________________________
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byGARAGE DOORSGARAGE DOORS

Al’s Overhead Door Service, Inc.
In Business for 38 Years

785-286-2555 • 5000 NW 35th St. • Topeka, Kan.

Model 3610

Al’s Overhead Door Service, Inc.
In Business for 38 Years

785-286-2555 • 5000 NW 35th St. • Topeka, Kan.

FEATURES:
• Sandwich type construction with CFC free 

expanded polystyrene insulation pressure bonded 
between two sheets of 26 gauge hot dipped 
galvanized steel with a 10.25 R value.

• 1.0 mil paint system includes .25 mil rust 
inhibiting primer and .75 mil exterior top coat that 
resists fading and chalking while providing 
consistent color from panel to panel.

• 20 gauge hot dipped galvanized steel hinge plates 
run the full heights of each section at all hinge 
locations to facilitate the attachment of hinges, handles, struts and step plates.

• Rigid aluminum retainer provides added strength while securing replaceable
  u-shapped bottom weatherstrip.
• Sections include tongue and groove meeting rails for superior strength and better sealing against wind, rain and snow.

Traditional Raised Panel Insulated Sandwich
Residential Garage Door - R value: 10.25

Sizes Available:      HEIGHTS AVAILABLE:
DOOR WIDTHS: 8’, 9’, 10’, 12’, 14’, 15’, 16’, 17’, 18’, 20’      6’6”, 6’9”, 7’0”, 7’6”, 7’9”, 8’0”

2-inch thick insulated sandwich panel constructed of top quality materials, 
highly detailed raised panel embossment, deep woodgrain texture and two coat 

prefinished paint system all combine to enhance the beauty of your home.Time To Upholster!

218 E. 5th, Holton
785-364-2824

Home Furniture • Car & Truck Seats
Even Tractor, Boat, Golf Cart

& Motorcycle Seats!
If it’s covered, we’ll reupholster it.
New foam is also put in to bring 

back the cushioning.

✶ ✶

✶✶

Highway 75 & 6th Street, Holton, KS
785-364-2162

“Your 
Friendly

Hardware
Store”

Mon. - Sat.
7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

ESTABLISHED
IN 1973.

•Stihl Blowers
• Window Covering
• Electric Heaters

• Muck Boots • Ladders
• Roof Coating

• Stihl Chain Saws
• Pet Food & Supplies

• Winter Clothing
• Paint – 100’s of colors
• Rollers and Brushes

CHECK OUT JUST A FEW OF OUR MANY ITEMS IN STOCK.

Grass Roots Pest Control & Lawncare
“For all your pest control needs.”

Call us today for safe and effective pest 
control solutions. We’ll scare away ants, 
spiders, roaches, termites, rodents and 
other household pests for good.

• Free Inspections
• Monthly & Bimonthly

Service Plans
• Pest Proofing • Local Treatment 

Holton, KS
Mark Aeschliman, owner

Specializing
in New Construction

& Remodeling.
Fully insured for your protection.

“Let our family serve your family.”

(785) 364-2517 • Fax (785) 364-2517 
Cell (785) 207-0416

email: Aeschlimanholton@embarqmail.com

Home Upgrades
Structured Wiring

Call us �rst for a free estimate!

McManigal Electric

Older properties tend to 
have a sense of charm that 
newly built homes may 
lack. Perhaps it’s their 
lived-in feel or design el-
ements that remind hom-
eowners of yesteryear that 
make older homes so pop-
ular among home buyers.

What older homes have 
in character they may lack 
in modern amenities. For 
example, whereas many 
homes are now built with 
energy efficiency in mind, 
older homes may not be so 
eco-friendly.

Fortunately, there are 
many ways for homeown-
ers who love their older 
homes to keep that love 
going strong while making 
their homes more energy 
efficient at the same time.

The Jackson County 
community has several 
expert businesses in this 
field. Many are listed in 
this special section.

Here’s some things to 
do:

*Check for leaks and 
plug any you find. Homes 

may develop air leaks over 
time, and such leaks allow 
air to infiltrate the home.

When that occurs, ho-
meowners instinctively 
turn up the thermostat in 
winter to combat the cold 
air getting in. Come sum-
mertime, those same hom-
eowners will run their air 
conditioners on a higher 
setting in an effort to stay 
comfortable when hot air 
is creeping through the 
cracks.

Rather than adjusting the 
temperature inside, fix any 
sources of air infiltration 
you find. Run your hand 
along doorways and win-
dows to determine if any 
drafts are coming through. 
Older homes may also 
develop cracks in bricks, 
around the foundation and 
in siding or stucco. Seal 
any areas where you feel 
air infiltrating your home, 
which will save money, 
reduce your energy con-
sumption and make your 
older home more efficient.

*Add insulation. Many 

older homes are poorly in-
sulated. But according to 
the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 
adding insulation can re-
duce energy costs by as 
much as 50 percent.

Installing insulation can 
be tricky, especially if in-
sulation was not originally 
included in your home, 
as is sometimes the case 
with older homes. Insu-
lation can become damp 
and prove ineffective if in-
stalled improperly. Damp 
insulation also may con-
tribute to mold growth and 
rot in the home’s framing.

Older homes may be 
lacking adequate insula-
tion around attics, crawl 
spaces, basements, heating 
and cooling ducts, and wa-
ter pipes. Cover your wa-
ter heater with an insulated 
water heater blanket so the 
heater retains more heat 
and consumes less energy 
to heat the water.

*Stay on top of your 
home. Much like older 
vehicles, older homes re-

quire a little extra TLC on 
the part of homeowners.

Don’t allow your home 
to fall into disrepair. Even 
if your energy bills are 
not on the rise, inspect 
windows and doors to 
make sure they are closing 
tightly, as over time such 
seemingly minor problems 
can add up to substantial 
energy loss. Don’t forget 
to clean gutters and down-
spouts, removing debris 
that can add up and lead 
to water damage that may 
ultimately compromise 
the effectiveness of your 
home’s insulation.

*Book an energy audit. 
Energy audits, which may 
be offered free of charge 
by your utility company, 
can help detect any addi-
tional areas where a home 
may be using energy inef-
ficiently. Even if you have 
to pay for an audit, the cost 
savings if any additional 
inefficiencies are discov-
ered will likely add up to 
more than the cost of the 
audit.

Older homes need lots of TLC

FREE VIDEOS!
THE HOLTON RECORDER

offers free videos of important community events
on our website: www.holtonrecorder.net

4-H Parade • Soldier Parade • Colorado Elementary Demolition
Memorial Day Events • School Concerts • Local Sporting Events

and many more!

FREE VIDEOS!

The average cost of a 
driveway installation last 
year was about $3,700, it has 
been reported.

Those costs are influenced 
by a host of factors, including 
the size of the driveway and 
the material it’s made of.

Damaged driveways do 
not necessarily need to be 
replaced, as some may just 
need minor repairs. But ho-
meowners who see any of 
the following trouble signs 
in their driveways may want 
to consult a professional con-
tractor in the Jackson County 
area to determine what their 
next steps should be.

*Potholes might be most 
often associated with heav-
ily trafficked roadways, but 
even driveways are suscep-
tible to potholes.

As the ground beneath the 
driveway expands and con-
tracts, the pavement above 
that ground weakens and be-
comes more susceptible to 
damage.

That damage may ultimate-
ly lead to large chunks of the 
driveway breaking down, 
creating holes as a result. Ho-
meowners who live in areas 
that experience heavy snow-
fall may see their driveways 
develop potholes after they 
are shoveled or plowed. Pot-
holes that are not fixed may 
damage vehicles that drive 
on the pavement, and pot-
holes may even expand over 
time.

*Puddles that form and ac-
cumulate during a rainstorm 
may not be indicative of 
anything other than a rainy 
day. But water that pools or 
runs down the middle of the 
driveway may indicate drain-
age problems.

Such problems may be the 
result of structural problems 
with the slope of the drive-

way, which can cause bigger 
issues down the road.

When water is not absorbed 
into the ground or directed 
away from your home, it can 
then flow into the house, po-
tentially making your garage 
or home susceptible to water 
damage.

*Cracking is one of the 
more noticeable issues that 
can plague driveways. Many 
driveways experience crack-
ing as materials inevitably 
succumb to the elements.

Driveway cracks may de-
velop for various reasons, 
including poor initial instal-
lation. Tree roots that grow 
beneath the driveway surface 
may also contribute to crack-
ing as the driveways ulti-
mately succumb to the pres-
sure created by the growing 
roots.

Some cracks may prove 
less problematic than others, 
but homeowners should still 
speak with a local contrac-
tor if they notice their drive-
way is starting to succumb to 
cracks.

Watch for trouble
signs in 

your driveway

Here’s How It Works:

* Click on the “follow” button

Follow us 
on Twitter!

@HoltonRecorder

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2016
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Kyle’s

CONSTRUCTION

IT’S
FALL
REMODELING
TIME!

CALL US! We can help you with all your
Home Remodeling Needs!

Kyle’s Construction
FREE ESTIMATES/Insured

364-3606 • Holton, KS

We Do...
• New Construction  •  Landscaping
Remodeling • Basements • Garages

•  Windows  •  Decks • Tile Work
• Doors  •  Kitchens  •  Baths  •  Painting

DANNY’S
785•228•2340

700 SW Gage Blvd., Topeka, KS

BRAKE SERVICES • TRANSMISSION & ENGINE REPLACEMENT
OIL CHANGES • TRANSMISSION & RADIATOR FLUSHES

TIRES • MUCH MORE!

Service Your Garage Door
Before Winter!

marksoverheaddoorservice.com

Seneca Furniture
27th

Seneca Furniture
27th

Proudly meeting our 
customers’ furniture needs 

for 27 years!

October 17 – 29
Over 100

Recliners to
Choose From!

Register to win
a Glider and

Gift Certificates

We’re Your Ashle Direct Dealer HOURS
Weekdays: 9 am to 5 pm • Saturday: 9 am to 2 pm

Call 294-0910 for after hours appt.

3 locations
26 North 4th St. • 515 Main St. • & 410 Main St., Seneca

785-336-2230 • 785-294-0910
Russ Deters

HOURS
Weekdays: 9 am to 5 pm • Saturday: 9 am to 2 pm

Call 294-0910 for after hours appt.

3 locations
26 North 4th St. • 515 Main St. • & 410 Main St., Seneca

785-336-2230 • 785-294-0910
Russ Deters

Haug Construction, Inc.
• Basement 
     Excavation
• Dump Truck Service
• Pond Work
• Waterline &
      Sewer Installation
• Fill Sand, Rock, Black Dirt,
      Clay, Road Rock Hauled

785-364-3375
Steve & John Haug

13136 222nd Rd., Holton, KS 66436

Rising energy costs cou-
pled with the continued 
adoption of eco-friendly life-
styles are two factors driving 
homeowners to seek ways to 
reduce energy consumption 
in their homes, it has been 
reported.

Reducing energy consump-
tion is reason enough for 
many homeowners to make 
changes around the house, 
but saving energy sometimes 
means saving substantial 
amounts of money as well.

Energy-efficient appliances 
and eco-friendly building 
materials can help homeown-
ers reduce energy consump-
tion. But homeowners look-
ing for additional ways to cut 
cooling and heating costs can 
address air leaks around the 
house to make their homes 
more energy efficient. For 
expert assistance, contact a 
local expert company in this 
field.

*Identify air leaks around 
windows and doorways. Au-
tumn is a great time of year 
to identify air leaks. Fall, and 
particularly late fall, tends to 
be characterized by cold air 
that makes it easy to detect 
air leaks.

Feel for leaks around win-
dows and doorways, ide-
ally conducting such tests on 
cold, windy days when you 
can quickly detect if air is 

flowing in from the outside. 
Leaks around windows and 
doors waste energy because 
the interior of the home is 
either colder (in the winter) 
or warmer (in the summer) 
than it needs to be, prompt-
ing homeowners to turn up 
their thermostats or rely more 
heavily on air conditioning 
units.

*Look for leaks elsewhere 
around the house. While 
windows and doorways are 
where many leaks are found, 
leaks also may be found 
around plumbing, electrical 
fixtures and dryer vents. In-
spect such areas by feeling 
for drafts or looking for signs 
that insects and critters might 
be entering.

*Look up and down. Evi-
dence of air leaks may be 
noticeable on both the floor 
and the ceiling. Dirty spots 
on carpeting and the ceiling 
may be indicative of air leaks 
at interior wall/ceiling joints 
and wall/floor joists. Fixing 
such leaks may be as simple 
as applying some caulk.

*Go with gaskets. The 
United States Department 
of Energy recommends in-
stalling foam gaskets behind 
outlet and switch plates on 
walls. Outlets and switch 
boxes on exterior walls pro-
vide another place for air to 
leak into a home and drive 
up energy costs. Properly in-

stalled gaskets can cut back 
on air infiltration, providing 
an inexpensive way to save 
energy and money.

*Cover the kitchen exhaust 
fans when you are not cook-
ing. Kitchen exhaust fans can 
help prevent fires and unfa-
vorable indoor air conditions 
when preparing meals at 
home. But such fans provide 
opportunities for air to enter 
a home, so make sure they 
are tightly closed or covered 
when no one is cooking in 

the kitchen.
Air leaks around a house 

can waste energy and con-
tribute to high energy bills, 
particularly during the win-
ter and summer when tem-
peratures outside tend to be 
at their most extreme. Hom-
eowners looking to reduce 
their energy consumption 
and save money can inspect 
various areas of their homes 
for air leaks and immediately 
address any they discover. 

Air leaks waste energy, spike costs
________________________________________________________________________________________

Part of the driveway on the east side of the Jackson County Courthouse, shown above, has been re-
placed this fall.                                                                                                                      Photo by David Powls

The Holton
Recorder
is available for sale at

the following locations:

Holton Recorder Office
(inside and out)

C & D’s Food Mart -
Whiting (inside store)

Carla’s Indian Country
(inside store)

Casey’s - Highway
location (inside store)

Country Mart (outside machine)
Dollar General (inside store)

Downtown Casey’s (inside store)
7-Eleven (inside store)
Holton 66 (inside store)

Hoyt (newsstand outside at
Calderwood’s Grocery)

Mayetta (newsstand outside at
Whistle Stop Cafe)
Nation Station

Convenience Store
(newsstand outside)

Petro Deli - Topeka
(inside store)

Prairie Band One Stop
(inside store)

Soldier Grill (inside store)
Walmart (inside store)

Your Place or Mine (inside store)

SHOP AT HOME
FOR ALL YOUR
HOME REPAIRS!

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2016
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Edwards
Innovations

Heating • Air Conditioning
Remodeling • New Construction

Call (785) 383-8038

Your Hometown Newspaper
All Around Your World...

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City ___________________________ State _______________ Zip __________

Phone Number ________________ E-Mail ______________________________

One-Year Subscription:

Mail to: The Holton Recorder, P.O. Box 311, Holton, KS 66436

❏ Jackson County                                                      $40.52 + 3.48 tax = $44 total
❏ Other counties in Kansas                              $47.42 + $4.08 tax = $51.50 total
❏ Out of State                                                                                             $58 total

Clip and mail with check or money order to:
The Holton Recorder

P.O. Box 311, 109 W. 4th, Holton, KS 66436
holtonrecorder.net • holtonrecorder@giantcomm.net

In the Classroom

On Your Phone

At the Office

Over Coffee

Family Time

Sunday Morning

Online

Twice a week
Your newspaper delivers...

Whether in print or online, it brings us the latest headlines from 
across town and around the world, local events, lots of laughs, 
touching stories, money-saving offers and so much more.

Support your local newspaper
and the continued tradition of

quality journalism by renewing
your subscription today,

and we’ll continue to deliver.
Thanks, readers!

current events

vocabulary

geography

text alerts

movie times

news on the go

business news

stock reports

networking

garage sales

local
advertising

community

travel

recreation

family
events

comics

games

puzzles

local
events

email
highlights

24-hour
updates

(All Print Subscribers Get On-Line Edition FREE!)

New automobiles and 
pickups are expensive these 
days.

Many drivers now take out 
loans when replacing their 
existing vehicles, it has been 
reported.

Such loans make it possible 
for drivers to purchase new 
vehicles they may not have 
the cash to buy outright, and 
making car payments on time 
each month is a great way 
for consumers to build their 
credit.

Drivers want to find great 
deals on their cars, but they 
also should make an effort 
to secure the most consum-
er-friendly auto loan they 
can find. Doing so can save 
drivers substantial amounts 
of money over the course 
of their loans, and finding a 
great deal is not as difficult 
as it may seem.

It pays to do business with 
lending institutions that you 
know, trust and can build a 
long term relationships with.

Here’s some things to re-
member:

*Go to your lender first 
and foremost. Loan shopping 
before car shopping, as op-
posed to relying on dealers 
to arrange the loan once you 

find a car you want, can help 
drivers secure better terms a 
lot of times, it has been re-
ported.

By prequalifying for a loan, 
consumers can then go to the 
dealership knowing exactly 
how much they can spend, 
saving themselves time and 
easing nerves some buyers 
may have about the car-buy-
ing process.

Prequalifying with a bank 
or credit union does not lock 
buyers into those terms, leav-
ing them room to secure even 
better deals by asking the 
auto dealer to beat the terms 
of their existing financing 
deals.

Be careful not to apply for 
too many loans when loan 
shopping, as each application 
may lower your credit score.

*Clean up your credit. 
Creditors take many things 
into account when determin-
ing loan terms, but perhaps 
no variable is more impor-
tant than an applicant’s own 
credit history.

If your credit history is 
bumpy or you are currently 
carrying substantial debt, pay 
off as much of your debt as 
possible before applying for 
an auto loan.

Even if your credit history is 

not great, you may be in line 
for better loan terms if you 
have paid off your consumer 
debt and recently indicated 
you are capable of making 
monthly payments for an ex-
tended period of time.

*Comparison shop. Lend-
ers compete with one an-
other, and consumers can 
use that to secure the best 
possible loan terms. If one 
lender gives you loan terms 
that you find attractive, resist 
the temptation to sign on the 
dotted line right away. Sleep-
ing on it and taking the terms 
to the lender’s competitors or 
even auto dealers may ulti-
mately result in you landing 
even better terms.

*Know the terms of the 
loan before you drive off the 
lot in your new ride. Some 
financing terms may be clas-
sified as “contingent,’’ which 
means the terms can change 
even after drivers take cars 
off the lot. That may mean 
higher interest rates or 
lengthier loans, which can 
cost drivers considerably 
more money in the long run. 
Drivers can avoid that fate by 
waiting until the terms have 
been finalized to accept the 
car and take it home.

Shopping for a new car loan?
Do homework before the buy

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2016

Phat Matt’s
  Marketplace
Phat Matt’s
  Marketplace

201 Lincoln, Circleville
(Located in the old Circleville Marketplace)

Stop in and see if we 
can catch your eye!

Furniture • Collectibles
Seasonal Decorations • Antiques

Groceries

Hunt Brothers Pizza
Fuel • Meals

We carry a large variety of items:

Matt & Mary Woltje • 785-925-4912

COMING SOON!

CO

MING SOON!

Watkins MowerCare
Holton, KS – 785.364.3431
www.watkinsmowercare.com

Time to Service Your 
Mower for next Spring!

Fall Special
$5 OFF

MOWER SERVICEPICKUP/DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

Many people use credit when 
making large purchases. That 
may entail using a credit card 
or financing a purchase via an 
installment loan rather than pur-
chasing an item outright.

To make buying on credit as 
consumer-friendly as possible, 
people must ensure they are in 
good financial standing, which 
can help them get lower interest 
rates so they pay less for an item 
than they might if their finances 
were not in the best of shape.

Here’s some tips:
*Get your credit score. A cred-

it score, also known as a FICO 
score, is a number between 
300 and 850 that is calculated 
based on your payment history, 
outstanding balances, length of 
credit history, new credit, and 
types of credit. You local bank-
ers can help you with this infor-
mation,

Lenders look at this credit 
score to determine how great a 
risk you present as a borrower. 
Whenever you use credit to 
make a purchase or apply for a 
loan, your credit score will be 
checked. The higher the credit 
score, the more attractive you 
are to lenders and the lower your 
interest rate figures to be.

*Check for credit report in-
accuracies. If your FICO score 
seems low, there may be mis-
takes on your credit reports. 
You can request a copy of your 
credit reports from the follow-
ing three main credit reporting 
agencies - Equifax, Experian 
and TransUnion. Look over the 
reports thoroughly and address 
any mistakes immediately.

*Make sure you have a credit 
history. In an effort to avoid 
debt, some people never apply 
for credit cards or other lines 
of credit. But having no credit 
history can hurt you, even if you 
never accumulated any debt.

For example, when apply-
ing for a mortgage, you will 
be asked to show at least three 
lines of credit (any combination 
of credit cards, student loans, 
car loans, and so on) that have 
been active within the past 12 
to 24 months, according to the 
resource Credit Sesame. 

If you have no credit history, 
apply for a few credit cards and 
use them regularly, paying off 
the balance in full each month 
to maintain active credit and im-
prove your score. However, do 
not try to establish lines of cred-
it too close to when you’re mak-
ing a large purchase, as doing 
so within six months of making 
your purchase can temporarily 
lower your credit score.

Get your 
credit in 

shape

In Print. Online. www.holtonrecorder.com

got 
a

ews
  tip?N Call the Recorder,

364-3141

Improving Your Home
Starts With a Great Refrigerator!

... or a new stove! ... or a new microwave!

We have
several models

of these
appliances for you 
to choose from!

We can and will match the advertised prices of discount 
stores model for model number on Maytag & Whirlpool.

12 Mo., No Interest - MMP w/Approved Credit
We service all Major Brands of Appliances w/over 30 years of Experience!

435 New York                                           (785) 364-2241
Holton, KS 66436              jayhawktv@centurylink.net

We sell the best and service the rest!

We have Traeger Grills starting at $349.00

& Traeger Pellets In Stock!

FREE STUFF!FREE STUFF!

Engagement photo
and write-up

Wedding photo
and write-up

Anniversary photo
and write-up (25, 50+ yrs.)

Card shower photo
and write-up (age 80+)

Club/organization news

364-3141 • 109 W. 4th St./PO Box 311
holtonrecorder@giantcomm.net

Holton, KS 66436

The Holton Recorder, as always,
offers to publish the following

write-ups and photos for FREE!

The Holton Recorder, as always,
offers to publish the following

write-ups and photos for FREE!
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Home Repair Programs available
Homestead Affordable Housing currently has several USDA home repair

programs available to income qualified applicants.

• 504 Home Repair Loan/Grant program - up to $20,000 at 1% interest available
for emergency and essential home repairs. Must be an owner occupied home.

• Housing Preservation Grant (HPG) - available to very low income seniors for
emergency and essential home repairs. Must be an owner occupied home.

Income restrictions apply.

Call for more information.

Brian Boeckman, Single Family Housing Director
Homestead Affordable Housing, Inc.

603 Pennsylvania Ave., Holton, KS 66436
785-364-0110

E-mail: brian@homesteadks.org

If you’re looking for rental housing we also have units available.

Dragonfly
Yoga on the Holton Square

Sherry McNeill-Ireland, RYT
Registered Yoga Teacher

106 West 5th Street
Holton, KS 66436

785-633-1512 (cell)
sherry.ireland@gmail.com

Dragonfly offers a large selection of vintage Persian rugs as well as a complete line of
yoga products. Call or text 785-633-1512 to schedule a showing or sign up for a yoga class!

WATER FURNACE GEOTHERMAL SYSTEMS
Qualify for the 30% Renewable Energy

Tax Credit

NEED A PLAN?

When it comes to home
improvements, no job
is too big or too small.

Call us today for experienced help.

Room Additions • Garages
Houses • Commercial Remodeling

CUSTOM BUILDING
AND REMODELING

785-364-2425

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2016

CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

785-364-4700

* Commercial Refrigeration * Heating and Cooling
* High Efficiency Stoves and Fireplaces

* Wood Pellet Grills * Veneer Stone

Whether you are in need of a heating and air conditioning 
system, repair services or preventative maintenance,

our skilled technicians can handle the job.
New

Installation
Upgrade or

Replacement
Repair

Services

www.arnoldsrefrigeration.com
24690 U.S. 75 Hwy., Holton, Kansas

When you
can buy!

Why rent?Why rent?

Contact Us Today!

785-364-4691
www.fsbks.com

Holton, KS

Roadways, railways and skies 
tend to get busy come the holi-
day season, when millions of 
people across the globe travel to 
visit family and friends.

Wherever travelers are head-
ed, be it across the country or 
across the world, they should 
realize that many other people 
are traveling as well. That can 
lead to traffic, long lines and 
other side effects associated 
with large crowds.

But before travelers let the 
idea of challenging travel condi-
tions deter them, they can con-
sider certain ways to make the 
process of getting from point A 
to point B a bit more manage-
able.

Travel by car
Those traveling by automo-

bile will have a few extra steps 
to take to ensure their trips go 
off with minimal disturbances.

One of the more important 
steps is to ensure the vehicle 
is properly maintained prior to 
departing. Have the car checked 

by your local mechanic and take 
care of any service appoint-
ments, such as oil changes or 
tire rotations.

Map out the route in advance 
and have an alternative plan if 
the route chosen proves to be 
too congested. One idea is to 
choose a scenic drive that may 
be a little longer but has less 
traffic. In addition, account for 
rest stops or points of interest 
that can break up the trip. Apps 
such as GasBuddy can help 
drivers find the cheapest gas or 
the cleanest bathrooms along 
their routes.

Bring along plenty of snacks 
so you can eat healthy and 
aren’t forced to rely on foods 
you otherwise would not eat. 
This is particularly helpful with 
keeping kids satiated. Plan for a 
few treats along the way so that 
everyone traveling has an end 
goal, such as an ice cream or a 
souvenir.

Traveling by plane
One of the key things air trav-

elers can do to make holiday 
traveling easier is to avoid peak 
travel dates. Whenever possible, 
avoid traveling the day right be-
fore the holiday, which tends be 
the busiest and most expensive. 
Remember, weekends tend to 
be more harried and expensive 
as well, particularly when the 
holidays fall in close proximity 
to a weekend.

Weather is a gamble in many 
regions of the world during 
the holiday season. Develop a 
contingency plan just in case 
foul weather delays or cancels 
flights. It’s much less stressful 
to put plan B into motion than it 
can be to rush around trying to 
make new, last-minute plans.

Always shop around for the 
best rates, but also the best at-

mosphere. It may be wiser to fly 
out of a smaller airport where 
crowds will be thinner and de-
lays less frequent, or you may 
prefer a larger airport that’s 
closer to home and offers more 
amenities.

Another way to avoid delays 
is to pack minimally. Ship gifts 
and even travel essentials ahead 
to your destination, and only 
bring carry-on bags aboard the 
plane. This helps travelers sail 
through security checks and 
avoid the crowds at the luggage 
carousels.

Holiday travel requires plan-
ning, patience and having al-
ternative plans in place so that 
everyone can make it home for 
the holidays. 

Reduce travel challenges: Prepare
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YOU NAME IT
HANDYMAN

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
HOME & MOBILE HOME REPAIR

BUILDING MAINTENANCE
SKID LOADER • PROPERTY CLEAN-UP

BUCKET TRUCK FOR HIRE
(EVERYTHING EXCEPT HEATING & COOLING)

Terry Fox • (785) 966-2628
Bonded & insured

Just 1 mile 
south of Holton 

on Hwy. 75

785-364-2871

We Do: • Exhaust Repairs
• Air Conditioning • Brakes
• Oil Changes • Alignments

• Shocks & Struts

FULL SERVICE AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

By Ali HolcombMorton Buildings has 
been in business in Holton 
for 46 years, and according 
to local office manager Dar-
rel Meyer – who has worked 
for the company for 45 of 
those years - “it’s not going 
anywhere.” 

Morton Buildings is the 
largest post-frame, steel-cov-
ered building construction 
company in America, and the 
company first set up an office 
just south of Holton in 1970.

Started by a family in Mor-
ton, Ill., the company was 
originally founded as the In-
terlocking Fence Company 
in 1903. The company sold 
mail order supplies and wire 
link fencing.

In 1949, IFC built its first 
building, which was a ma-
chine storage structure for 
farm use. In June 1965, the 
company was renamed Mor-
ton Building, and the busi-
ness now includes more than 
120 sales offices/construc-
tion centers throughout the 
country, as well as six manu-
facturing plants.

“When I first started work-
ing for Morton, the market 
at that time was primary 
for farmers – farm machine 
sheds, cattle barns, grain stor-

age and other farm-orientated 
buildings,” Meyer said. “But 
over the years, when farming 
was having a tough time, the 
company branched out and 
changed the design of the 
buildings and moved into of-
fering commercial buildings. 
Right now, I would say the 
farm business is not even 50 
percent of the type of build-
ings we construct now.”

Meyer said that the com-
pany has been erecting more 
commercial-type buildings 
for churches and offices.

“What’s really big right now 
is ‘shouses’ (a house made 
from a shed). Their home 
shops with living quarters in 
them,” he said. “I think about 
80 percent of our daily calls 
are inquires about them.”

Meyer said that ‘shouses’ 
have risen in popularity be-
cause of the way they are in-
sulated and the fact that they 
are maintenance free. 

“We’ve been doing a lot of 
interior subtracting on these 
types of projects,” he said. 
“A lot of people are looking 
for alternative types of hous-
ing.” 

Meyer said that crewmem-
bers travel throughout north-
east Kansas for projects. 

“We have a written, docu-

mented warranty on all our 
buildings for material and la-
bor,” he said. “The paint we 
use is top of the line. It will 
not peel, chip, crack or fade, 
and we use stainless steel 
screws.” 

Each office has its own 
territory, and the employees 
from the Holton office bor-
ders the Chillicothe, Mo. of-
fice on the east, the Salina of-
fice on the west, the Lincoln, 
Neb. office on the north and 
an office in Clinton, Mo. to 
the south. 

The Holton office runs two 
crews and employs two sales 
people, a project coordinator 
and an office manager for a 
total of 12 employees.

Meyer said that it only takes 
crewmembers a day and half 
to build a garage compared to 
four to five days for a 60-foot 
by 100-foot machine shed.

“We’re working on a church 
in Leavenworth that will take 
us well over two months to 
build,” he said. “Right now, 
if somebody bought a build-
ing, we’d be looking to erect 
it in February.”

Nov. 19 will mark Meyer’s 
45th year with the company 
in Holton, and he said he 
plans to retire at the end of 
the year.

“As a company, Morton 
Buildings has continued to 
grow since I started,” he 
said. “They recently started 
expanding to the west coast. 
It would be a good time for 
somebody wanting to start a 
career and get on the ground 
floor of this expansion.”

 Meyer started his career 
with Morton Buildings as a 
crewmember and then was 
promoted to foremen where 
he worked for six years be-
fore moving into sales. In 
1978, he became manager.

“My story is a bit unchar-
acteristic because most peo-
ple have to move to another 
office to get promoted,” he 
said. “For me, everything has 
kind of fallen into place for 
me here.”

Meyer said that the Holton 
office relocated just north of 
Holton, to its current location 
at 2006 Frontage Rd. in the 
industrial park, in 1993.

Morton was the first busi-
ness in the industrial park, 
which helped the city of 
Holton receive a grant to de-
velop that area. 

For more information about 
Morton Buildings, call 785-
364-4177 or visit www.mor-
tonbuildings.com.

Morton Buildings in 46th year

The professionals listed on these
pages are ready to serve you!

Morton Buildings has been serving Holton and all of northeast Kansas for 46 years. Current employees 
include (from left) Randy Ward (sales), Frank Williams (foreman), Michael Sawyer (job coordinator), Devin 
Russell (crew), Ben Schmille (foreman), Harper Snyder (crew), Jacob Davidson (crew) and Steve Har-
shaw (crew). Not pictured is Darrel Meyer (manager) and Rita Cordell (construction center administrator).                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                            Submitted photo

STOP BY OR GIVE US A CALL TODAY AT:
12423 223RD LANE, S. HWY. 75, HOLTON, KS • 364-2353

Want Your
Body’s Natural
Shape Back?

28 YEARS OF SERVICE THIS MONTH

With the chang-
ing of the 

weather, 
accidents can 
happen because of 
the rain and snow, 
deer crossing the 

roads, hail 
damage, and 
all types of 
collisions.

We take pride in our expertise, 
honesty and dedication to 
getting your body back to its 
original 
shape!

We offer 
reasonable 
rates, and free 
estimates!

Lovvorn Brothers

FREE STUFF!FREE STUFF!

Engagement photo
and write-up

Wedding photo
and write-up

Anniversary photo
and write-up (25, 50+ yrs.)

Card shower photo
and write-up (age 80+)

Club/organization news

364-3141 • 109 W. 4th St./PO Box 311
holtonrecorder@embarqmail.com

Holton, KS 66436
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offers to publish the following

write-ups and photos for FREE!

The Holton Recorder, as always,
offers to publish the following

write-ups and photos for FREE!
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100 East 5th St., Holton
785-364-2166

www.holtonnb.com

Come see us for all of your real estate purchase and
refinancing needs while interest rates are still low.

Holton National Bank (branch GNB)
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