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Good Luck
in the

2018-2019
School Year!

Good Luck to the 
Students and Staff 

at Holton,
Royal Valley and 
Jackson Heights 

Schools.

1110 Columbine Drive, Holton • 785-364-2114
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m. • Saturday 8 a.m. to noon

Frank Gilliland, R.Ph. • Joseph Gilliland, Pharm D.
Lesley Harris, R.Ph. • Jeff Tobaee, Pharm D.

Medical
Pharmacy

Ron Kirk’s 
Body Shop

PHONE: 785-364-2931

501 VERMONT
HOLTON, KS

WE TAKE THE DENTS OUT OF ACCIDENTS.

Have A Great Year!

Welcome Back
Teachers and Students!

Do your best in
academics and athletics!
McManigal Electric

Chris McManigal
785-364-7893

make sure 
your car
is ready
for the

2018-2019 
school year!

HOLTON AUTO PARTS
“Your NAPA Jobber is the Right Place to Go.”

785-364-3136 • 410 Pennsylvania, Holton
Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Back To School

Important Dates:
Jackson Heights USD 335

*Enrollment for all students will be Monday, Aug. 6.
*First day of classes: Thursday, Aug. 16

Holton USD 336
*Enrollment for all students will be Thursday, Aug. 2

*First day of classes for Pre-K through 9th grade 
students will be Thursday, Aug. 16

*First day of classes for 10th-12th grades
will be Friday, Aug. 17.

Royal Valley USD 337
*Enrollment for all returning students will be

Thursday, Aug. 2
*Enrollment for new students will be Friday, Aug. 3.

*First day of classes will be Thursday, Aug. 16.

A Resource 
Guide for the 
2018-2019

School Year in 
Jackson County
A special supplement to 

The Holton Recorder
Monday, July 23, 2018
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Members of the Royal Valley USD 337 Board of Education include (front row, left to right) Pat Tuck, 
Boone Smith, Linda Hegemann, Ann Kelly, (back row, from left) Cindy Broxterman, Nathan McAlister and 
Jim O’Toole.                                                                                                     Photo by Barb Williamson

Meet The Royal Valley School Board

PETRO DELI
“FOOD & GAS LIGHTNING FAST”

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
TOPEKA, KS
785-286-2000

LANSING, KS
913-727-2198Open 24 Hours

Welcome
Back to School,

Teachers and
Students!

Welcome
Back to School,

Teachers and
Students!

19075 US Hwy 75
785-364-2463

TARWATER FARM & 
HOME SUPPLY

4107 NW TOPEKA BLVD. TOPEKA
286-2390

tarwaters.com

Back To School Clothing for the Whole Family!

Back
To

School

welcome back
students!

let’s start the 
year off right!

USD #337
ROYAL VALLEY

W
el

come Back To School

Prairie Band Propane
13487 162 Rd., Mayetta • 785-966-2721

Have
a Great Year!

See us NOW for Back-To-School Supplies

Best Of Luck To Our 
Area Students & 

Teachers!
Have a great new school year!

427 S. Arizona, Holton, Kan. • 785-364-4148
OPEN 24/7!

By Ali Holcomb
A new pre-school pro-

gram, security updates and a 
new concession stand are just 
some of the changes students 
and staff will notice as they 
begin the 2018-19 school 
year at Royal Valley.

Royal Valley USD 337 is 
kicking off the first year of 
its community pre-school 
program with 22 students al-
ready signed up for the pro-
gram, according to Super-
intendent Aaric Davis. The 
kids must be four-years-old 
to be enrolled in pre-school.

The Little Panther Pre-K 
program will be held in a 
classroom on the lower level 
of the elementary school in 
Hoyt. Amy Pruyser is serv-
ing as the lead teacher. 

New reading curriculum is 
being implemented this year 
at the elementary school. The 
Lucy Calkins reading series 
includes more than 16,000 
books that will be in elemen-
tary school classrooms, Da-
vis said.

“The kids are going to be 
reading more frequently, and 
we’ll be sending those books 
home with the kids on a reg-
ular basis to practice,” Davis 
said. 

At the middle school in 
Mayetta, Heather Hundley is 
now serving as the principal 
and Suzanne Conger is the 
head secretary.

“Those are big changes, 
and we’re excited about it. I 
think Heather is going to do 
an amazing job for us,” Da-
vis said.

A new concession stand is 
currently in the process of be-
ing constructed at the Royal 
Valley High School football 
and track stadium. 

“We have a building now 
with walls and a roof,” Davis 
said. “It’s been on the district 
to-do list for a long time.”

The board approved a bid 
of $167,688 to demolish the 
former stand and construct 
the new 30-foot by 18-foot 
stand this summer.

A H R S 
Construc-
tion, Inc. 
of Bern 
is serving 
as the dis-
trict’s con-
s t ruc t i on 
m a n a g e r 
at-risk for 
the project.

The design includes using 
split face block with wooden 
rafters and some tin for the 
basic structure. There will 
be one 12-foot wide serv-
ing window, which will have 
a roll-up door. A recessed 
block area has been designed 
next to the serving window 
to hold condiments.

The new stand is being be 
constructed at the same lo-
cation as the current stand, 
and the interior will be set up 
similar to the current stand, 
which was constructed in the 
early 1980s. 

Controlled-access doors to 
improve security are being 
added to all three schools, 
as well as additional surveil-
lance equipment and video 
intercom systems at the 
high school and elementary 
school. 

“I requested that all the 
equipment be installed be-
fore school starts, and they 
said they would try,” he said. 

With the security upgrades, 
staff members will also be re-
quired to use access cards to 
electronically access several 
doors in all the buildings.

New video intercoms are 
being added to the elemen-
tary school, high school and 
new pre-school entrance. The 
middle school in Mayetta al-
ready has a video intercom 

system in place.
Visitors will now have to 

be “buzzed” in at the front 
entrance of both schools and 
the pre-school.

In addition, five access 
doors at the elementary 
school and nine doors at the 
high school will be equipped 
with hardwired access con-
trol technology that will only 
allow them to be opened us-
ing a key card. 

Later in the school year, 
new handrail systems will be 
added to the bleachers at the 
football stadium and gymna-
sium to improve safety for 
district patrons.

The  handrails will be added 
to the center of each bleacher 
aisle and intermediate steps 
will also be installed, reduc-
ing the step height from eight 
inches to four inches. 

Two new school buses have 
been purchased for the dis-
trict. Earlier this year, the RV 
board of education accepted 
two $20,000 grants, $40,000 
total, from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency to be 
used to help replace two of 
the district’s older buses. 

Two International-Cum-
mins buses from Midwest 
Transit of Kansas City, 
Mo. were purchased. With 
the grant, the buses totaled 
$139,197.

“We’re ready to get the 
school year going,” Davis 
said.

The first day of school for 
all students in the district is 
Thursday, Aug. 16. One-stop 
enrollment for all returning 
students is scheduled from 
noon to 6 p.m. at the high 
school on Thursday, Aug. 2. 
New students will enroll on 
Friday, Aug. 3, at the indi-
vidual school buildings, it 
was reported. 

New pre-school program,
increased security measures

reported at RV schools

Back to School Special!
Mention this ad &
receive 10% Off!

Phone: 785-364-5021 • Cell: 785-230-1533 • Holton, KS
Check us out on the web at: SteamPower.squarespace.com

Steam
Gets It
CLEAN!

Now O�ering Air Duct Cleaning

Emergency Water Extraction & Drying

Certified locally owned and operated
with over 22 years of experience.Your Local News

Just the Way You Like It
Clip and mail with check or money order to:

The Holton Recorder
Name _______________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City __________________________ State ___________ Zip ________
Phone Number ______________________________________________

One-Year Subscription
 ❏ Jackson County         $44.00
 ❏ Other counties in Kansas       $51.50
 ❏ Out of State           $58.00

Mail to: Holton Recorder, Box 311, Holton, KS 66436

Print
Subscribers get
Online Digital 
Subscription

for FREE!
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USD #337 Official School Opening Announcement
School Starts – Thursday, August 16, 2018

2018-2019 Royal Valley
ENROLLMENT

ONE STOP FOR ALL 
RETURNING

STUDENTS at RVHS
Thursday, Aug. 2, 2018

Noon to 6 p.m.
STUDENTS NEW TO THE DISTRICT

Friday, Aug. 3, 2018
At individual building attendance centers 

from Noon to 6 p.m.
Credit/Debit cards will be accepted for 

payments of meals and other student fees.
All Kindergarten students must be 5 years 

of age by August 31, 2018. Birth certificates 
are required. First grade students must be 6 
years of age by August 31, 2018. Immuniza-
tions for all students must be current. 
Kindergarten and high school parents must 
bring proof of immunizations to enrollment.

LATE ENROLLMENT
Parents with a student who cannot enroll at 

times stated above should contact the build-
ing principal and make other arrangements.

2018-2019 SCHOOL CALENDAR
Aug. 2................Enrollment at RVHS for all 

students. One stop enrollment!
Aug. 3..............Enrollment at all schools for 

students new to the district.
Aug. 9................Orientation for new district 

staff
Aug. 10............Orientation for new teachers
Aug. 13........................... Staff Development
Aug. 14.......................Duty Day/No Classes

(Supt. & Staff meetings)
Aug. 15......................................... Work Day
Aug. 16 .......................First Day of Classes

for ALL Students
Sept. 3 ...................... Labor Day/No Classes
Oct. 8.......................Staff Development Day
Oct. 12............End of first quarter (40 days)
Oct. 24..........................Full Day of Classes-

grades 5-12/
K-4 Parent-Teacher Conf. (8 a.m.-4 p.m.)/

K-12 Parent-Teacher Conf. (4 p.m.-8 p.m.)
Oct. 25.........................................No Classes
      Parent-Teacher Conf. (8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 26........No Classes/Non-contracted day
Nov. 5......................Staff Development Day
Nov. 21-23.................Thanksgiving Holiday
Dec. 20 ............. End of 1st semester (43/83)
Dec. 21-31..........................Christmas Break
Jan. 1 .................. ..........New Year’s Holiday
Jan. 2 ............................................ Work Day
Jan. 3 .....................Second Semester Begins
Jan. 21 .....................Staff Development Day
Feb. 20-21 .............................Parent/Teacher

Conferences (4 p.m.-8 p.m.)
Feb. 22 .......No Classes/Non-contracted day
Mar. 8 ............. End of third quarter (45/128)
Mar. 11-15............................... Spring Break
April 19 .................................... Good Friday
May 9 ...............................Seniors’ Last Day
May 12 .......... High School Commencement 

(2 p.m.)
May 13 ..........8th Grade Promotion (7 p.m.)
May 16 ..........End of 2nd semester (43/171)

K-12 classes dismiss at 11 a.m.
May 17 ..........Snow Day/Teacher Work Day
May 20 ............Alternate Teacher Work Day
May 27 .................................. Memorial Day

LATE START WEDNESDAYS
(9:30 a.m.)

Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 14, Dec. 5,
Jan. 23, Feb. 20, Mar. 6, Apr. 17

SCHOOL MEALS
The first day for school meals will be 

Thursday, August 16. First meal payment 
should be paid at the time of enrollment.

Cost of meals are as follows:
Lunch K-4 $2.40.. K-4 Bkfst. $1.65
Lunch 5-8 $2.55.. 5-8 Bkfst. $1.70
Lunch 9-12 $2.55.. 9-12 Bkfst. $1.70
Adult Lunch $3.65.. Adult Bkfst. $2.15
Ala Carte $1.00.. Extra Milk $.45
        (5-12)
RV SCHOOLS TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Superintendent .............................. 966-2246
RVHS ............................................ 986-6251
RVHS TOLL FREE ...............877-434-2741
RVMS ........................................... 966-2251
RVMS TOLL FREE...............877-434-2862
RVES............................................. 986-6286
RVES TOLL FREE................877-434-2841
Bus Garage.................................... 966-2473

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Jim O’Toole Boone Smith
Pat Tuck Linda Hegemann
Nathan McAlister Ann Kelly

Cindy Broxterman

ROYAL VALLEY MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Royal Valley Public 

School is to ensure that each student is 
actively engaged in the learning process and 
in developing the citizenship skills necessary 
to become a responsible, productive member 
of the global workforce.

ROYAL VALLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
VISION STATEMENTS

• Each staff member will make a commit-
ment to each student’s educational success.
• Each staff member will actively partici-

pate in professional collaboration focused on 
student learning.
• Each staff member will set high expecta-

tions for both instruction and learning.
• Each staff member will use research-

based effective school instructional 
practices.
• Each staff member will engage in 

periodic, ongoing evaluation of student 
learning.
• Each staff member will implement a rigor-

ous, viable and defined curriculum.
• Each staff member will be provided 

quality staff development time and support.

BUS ROUTES
It is the policy of the Board of Education to 

provide transportation for all students living 
more than 2.5 miles from school. In some 
cases it will be necessary for students to meet 
the bus at some point other than their home, 
depending on road and weather conditions. It
is also the policy of the Board of Education 
that rural students living less than 2.5 miles 
from school may ride the bus if the regular 
route goes by their home and IF SEATS ARE 
AVAILABLE. Also, those students may meet 
the bus at a designated point and ride IF 
SEATS ARE AVAILABLE.

The bus drivers will schedule their routes 
so that each bus will arrive at the first school 
stop between 7:45 a.m. and 7:50 a.m. 
Specific schedules will be announced later to 
students riding the buses. If families new to 
the district have questions about bus routes, 
they should contact Aaric Davis, Transporta-
tion Director, at 785-966-2246. Adjustments 
in bus routes will be made only after careful 
consideration.
We ask for your help and cooperation by 

not allowing students to arrive at school until 
5 minutes before the buses arrive or classes 
begin. Elementary and middle school 
students will not be permitted in the build-
ings until 5 minutes before classes begin.

TRANSPORTATION PERSONNEL
Aaric Davis ...........................Superintendent
Mike Henry................................... Mechanic

DRIVERS
Cheri Bawden Kelli Bryan
David Criqui Lana Dillner
Roxanne Fraunfelter Tom Fraunfelter
Tanya Greeve Barbara Harter
Verla Hunter Christi Ingels
Joan Pahmahmie Russell Pugh
Neale Sutton Dale Traxler

ADMINISTRATION
Aaric Davis ..........................Superintendent,

Dist. Office
Susan Pfrang ................ Dir. of Curr. & Inst.,

Dist. Office
Noah Slay............................Principal, RVES
Heather Hundley................Principal, RVMS
Jim Holloman..................... Principal, RVHS
David Schooler.........Asst. Principal, RVHS/

Athletic Dir.

SUPPORT STAFF
Sherri Schulte...................Business Manager

District Office
Tammy Ruddy................Secretary/Treasurer

District Office
Anita Evans....... Title VI Director, Dist. Off.
Connie Peters .............Title VI Tutor, RVMS
Mark Haefke ........Tech. Coordinator, RVHS
Jonathan Arnold .... Asst. Tech. Coor., RVHS
Penny Carey............. Head Secretary, RVHS
Lori Winter.........................Secretary, RVHS
Suzanne Conger .......Head Secretary, RVMS
Joy McKinley.................... Secretary, RVMS
Melaine Kester.................. Secretary, RVMS
Cindy Dahl ................Head Secretary, RVES
Mary Jo Koch..................... Secretary, RVES
Amy Mosier ....... School Nurse, RVHS/Dist.
Shannon Akins ... Vocal Music Accompanist,

RVHS/RVMS

RVCLC PROGRAM
Katie Petesch.......................CLC Child Care

Coordinator, RVES
Abby Davidson .......CLC Child Care, RVES

RV PAT PROGRAM
Lisa Balaun ................................Coordinator
Stephanie Akin ....................................... PAT
Joyce Hale.............................................. PAT

CUSTODIAL PERSONNEL
Adam Bryan ................ District Maintenance
Jay Diamond ....................... Head Custodian

RVHS/RVES
David Crisp ......................... Head Custodian

RVMS
Michael Mullins .................................. RVES
Melissa Pugh....................................... RVES
W.D. Montgomery ..............................RVHS
Mike Moseley .....................................RVHS
Russell Neilson ...................................RVHS
Tammy Force .....................................RVMS
Gordon Hainey...................................RVMS
Scott Starkson ....................................RVMS

FOOD SERVICE PERSONNEL
Katie Petesch...........Director, District Office
Darlene Dillner-Cashman ................ Kitchen 

Manager, RVHS
Donna Doherty....................................RVHS
Allison Gier.........................................RVHS
Joan Pahmahmie .................................RVHS
Dietra Troxel .......................................RVHS
Paula Henry.......... Kitchen Manager, RVMS
Debbie Albright..................................RVMS
Sandra Crites......................................RVMS

PARAPROFESSIONALS
Brenda Lambrecht...............................RVHS
Brenda Hainey ......... Computer,ETS, RVMS
Cynthia Murphy.................................RVMS
Becky Schuetz....................................RVMS
Cathy Blazic........................................ RVES
Susan Cochran .................................... RVES
Michelle Ensley .................................. RVES
Stephani Preston.................................. RVES
Bailey Schultz ................... Preschool, RVES
Brenda Stithem...........Computer Lab, RVES
Bailey Ashcraft...................................... ECE
Claudia Smith ....................................... ECE
Open Position........................................ ECE
Barbara Dillner....................... ECE Bus Para
Wanda White.......................... ECE Bus Para

ROYAL VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Stephanie Allen .................... English/Speech
David Boucher ....................... Social Studies
Thomas Broxterman..............................Math
Kim Clark.................. Agriculture Education
Janet Cyphers ......................................... IRC
Jennifer Gilbert ..............Instrumental Music
Erin Gillespie ....................................English
Teri Griffiths .............Business/Audio Visual
Chris Gustin ....................................Business
Jeff Gustin ......................................... JAG-K
Emily Jennings..................................English
Corey Katzer.....................................Science
Rick Kern ..............................................Math
Melissa Kimble ........................... Drum Line
Monique Litherland ............................ FACS
Jacob Lott................................................. PE
Scott Moore............................................ IRC
Keith Pelton ..................................PE/Health
Kyle Porter............................. Social Studies
Kayla Ribelin ......................................... IRC
Dawn Rottinghaus.............................Science
Doreen Seely-Francis...............................Art
Nathan Smith ........................................Math
Open..........................................Vocal Music
Stephanie Switzky.........................................

English/Publications
Taryn Temple ................................... Spanish
Samantha White ................................Science
Ashley Wick..................................Counselor
Barb Williamson ............................ Librarian

ROYAL VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL
Bill Higley........................................ Grade 5
Ginger Martin................................... Grade 5
Lisa Wege......................................... Grade 5
Mystel Bausch.................................. Grade 6
Laurie Goetz..................................... Grade 6
Jill Stithem ....................................... Grade 6
Joe Baumchen ...............Science/Technology
Carrie Davis ................................... Librarian
Laura DelToro...................................History
Mallory Diederich.................................Math
Laura Douglas...............................Counselor
Jennifer Gilbert ..............Instrumental Music
Steve Hardesty ........................Math/Science
Kayleen Hisle.........................Language Arts
Courtney Kasson.................... Social Studies
Thresa Lassiter....................................... IRC
Scott McBurney..................................... IRC
William McClane..........................PE/Health
Terri Moore ...................................PE/Health
Open..........................................Vocal Music
Connie Peters ........................Math/Assistant
Lisa Stumpf............................Language Arts
Cory Triplett.......................... Art/Assistance

ROYAL VALLEY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Amy Pruyser ................................. Preschool
Tammy Conley.........................Kindergarten
Lisa Hickman...........................Kindergarten
Cherise Smith...........................Kindergarten
Lucy Burdiek ................................... Grade 1
Katrenia Luthi .................................. Grade 1
Trish Slimmer .................................. Grade 1
Beth Bechard.................................... Grade 2
Rachel Boucher................................ Grade 2
Angie Easum.................................... Grade 2
Darlene Sipe..................................... Grade 3
Brittanie Triplett............................... Grade 3
Elizabeth VanHoutan ....................... Grade 3
Jolene Dressman .............................. Grade 4
Annette Roach.................................. Grade 4
Dandy Thiessen................................ Grade 4
Lisa Balaun ...................................Counselor
Kathy Belt ................................. Math Coach
Belinda Brandt ..................... Literacy Coach
Esther Cumpton ...............................Reading
Melissa Kimble .........................Vocal Music
Tracey Koch................................... Librarian
Kimberly Markham................................ IRC
Ronette Oestrich..................................... IRC
Dawn Shupe .....................................Reading
Trent Oliva ............................................... PE

ROYAL VALLEY EARLY CHILDHOOD 
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Therese Falls .................................... Teacher
Janet Golightley............. Speech Pathologist
Danelle Hermesch............................ Teacher

HOLTON SPECIAL EDUCATION COOP
Amy Haussler...................................Director
Jeff Price .................................Asst. Director
Jenny Lancaster..............................Secretary
Lori Spaar.......................................Secretary
Lindsey Chandler................... Social Worker
Helen Edwards ............................Gifted Para
Rebecca Eisenbarth....................... PDT Para
Trevor Keller.............................Psychologist
Kelli McClintock ........... Speech Pathologist
Rachel Spaar ...............................Gifted Para
Darci Stockman......................... Speech Para
Karla Tanking.................Instructional Coach
Jennifer Taylor ................. Behavioral Coach
Gail Thomas.................... Physical Therapist
Connor Bechard ................ Gifted Facilitator
Janet Cyphers, Scott Moore,
   Kayla Ribelin ...........................RVHS IRC
Pamela Appelhans, Lana Dillner,
   Kelli Bryan, April Gordon,
   Elaine Hegeman.....................RVHS Paras
Thresa Lassiter, Scott McBurney.......RVMS 

IRC
Becky Andreasen, Tammy Bussen,
   Lori Eck, Jennifer Johnston, Jacyln Long,
   Marie Nightingale ................. RVMS Paras
Kimberly Markham, Ronette Oestrich,
   Haleigh Bradley....................... RVES IRC
Abby Davidson, Diane Butler, Kala Coons,
   Dawn Fink, Darla Haverkamp,
   Mollie Mulanax...................... RVES Paras

SENIOR CITIZEN PASSES
Again this year, the Board of Education is 

making available lifetime Senior Citizen 
Passes to all USD 337 residents who are 65 
years of age or older. The Board also 
provides a pass to qualifying non-resident 
Senior Citizen grandparents of Royal Valley 
students, if requested. If you do not have a 
pass and would like to have one, please go to 
the high school office in Hoyt or the 
superintendent’s office in Mayetta with proof 
of age. You will then receive a complimen-
tary pass to all Royal Valley home games and 
activities (post season games and tourna-
ments are not included).

www.RV337.com
Check it out!
You will find:

• School Supply Lists
• Sports Schedules

• Calendars
• Enrollment Dates

• Activities
• Lunch Prices

• Book Fees
• Staff

and much more!
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Royal Valley USD 337 
schools will have several new 
teachers and staff members 
for the 2017-18 school year, 
as well as two new adminis-
trators. 

Heather Hundley
Heather Hundley, 42, will 

serve as the principal at Roy-
al Valley Middle School in 
Mayetta.

This past school year, 
Hundley served as the assis-
tant principal at Holton Ele-
mentary School and the USD 
336 curriculum director.

Hundley graduated from 
HHS in 1994 and received 
a bachelor of education de-
gree in elementary education 
from Washburn University in 
1998. 

In 2008, she earned a mas-
ter of arts degree in education 
from Baker University, and in 
2015, she received a master of 
science degree in school lead-
ership from Baker. 

Hundley has co-authored 
the best-selling book, “The 
Growth Mindset Coach,” as 
well as “The Growth Mind-
set Playbook” and “In Other 
Words: Phrases For Growth 
Mindset.”

Hundley and her husband, 
Matt, have three children and 
live in Holton. 

David Schooler
After 12 years as a sci-

ence teacher at Silver Lake 
Jr. High, David Schooler, 38, 
will be the new assistant high 
school principal and athletic 
director at Royal Valley. 

Schooler graduated from 
Hiawatha High School in 
1998 and received a bachelor 
of science degree in education 
from Kansas State Univer-
sity in 2003. He received his 
master of science degree in 
building administration from 
Fort Hays State University in 
2015.

Besides Silver Lake, 
Schooler also taught for three 
years at French Middle School 
for Topeka USD 501. 

Schooler said he enjoys be-
ing outdoors and spending 
time with his wife, Tara, and 
their four children, as well as 
attending all his children’s 
events.

Darlene Sipe
Darlene Sipe, 30, a member 

of the Holton High School 
Class of 2006, has been hired 
as a third-grade teacher at 
Royal Valley.

Sipe previously taught 
third grade for two years at 
Topeka’s Logan Elemen-
tary School, where she also 
worked as a certified teacher 
for two years.

She received her associate 
of arts degree from Highland 
Community College and then 
a bachelor of science degree 
in elementary education from 
Fort Hays State University.

She worked for the Holton 
Special Education Coopera-
tive as a special education 
paraprofessional at RVES 
and RVMS for three years. 
She was also the RVES CLC 
Childcare team leader from 
Aug. 2011 to May 2015.

She also coached Girls On 
The Run at Logan Elementary 
School for the last two years.

She has two children, Gray-
son, 2; and Averie, 3.

Her hobbies include read-
ing, hanging out with friends 
and family, running, travel-
ing, outdoor activities, mov-
ies, sporting events and con-
certs.

Katrenia Luthi
First-year teacher Katrenia 

Luthi will teacher first-grade 
at RVES this year.

A graduate of Holton High 
School, Luthi recently re-
ceived her bachelor of science 
degree in education from Fort 
Hays State University. 

She owned and operated a 
childcare center for nine years 
prior to her employment with 
USD 337.

She and her husband, Rus-
sell, have two grown children. 
Her hobbies include crafting, 
quilting, sewing, riding bikes, 
snow skiing, boating and any 
outdoor activity that is adven-
turous.

She is a member of Kappa 
Delta Pi, an international 
Honor Society in education. 

Doreen Seely-Francis
Doreen Seely-Francis will 

teach art at Royal Valley High 
School this year after six years 
teaching that subject at Santa 
Fe Trail High School.

Born in Wichita, Seely-
Francis said her family moved 
around a lot when she was 
a child. She graduated from 
Lawrence High School in 
1981. She studied at Parsons, 
the New School For Design, 
in New York City from 1982 
to 1983. 

She received a bachelor 
of fine arts degree from The 
University of Kansas in 1986 
and then a master of science 
in teaching from Baker Uni-
versity in 2016. 

She is currently involved 
with continued education 
programming at Friends Uni-
versity.

Besides art, Seely-Francis 
has a background in market-
ing, advertising, public rela-
tions, film and video.

She has lived in Topeka for 
the past 13 years. She and her 
husband, Jay, have a daugh-
ter. Her hobbies include art, 
travel, bees, making wine and 
renovating the family’s log 
house.

She is a member of Kansas 
Art Education Association 
(KAEA), National Art Educa-
tion Association (NAEA) and 
Kansas National Education 
Association (KNEA).

Ashley Wick
A 2008 graduate of Royal 

Valley, Ashley Wick, 28, is 
coming home to serve as the 
high school counselor.

Wick has spent the last five 
years as a fifth-grade teacher 
at Jackson Heights.

She graduated from Kansas 
State University in 2012 with 
a degree in elementary educa-
tion. Last December, she re-
ceived her master’s degree in 
school counseling from Fort 
Hays State University.

She and her husband, Ca-
leb, have two children, Koop-
er and Kynslee. Her hobbies 
include spending quality time 
with her family, walking, tak-
ing pictures and outdoor ac-
tivities.

Rachel Boucher
Rachel Boucher, 31, is a 

new second-grade teacher in 
the district.

A native of Hartford, 
Boucher taught at McLouth 
Elementary School for the 
past six years. She also taught 
fifth grade at Jackson Heights 
for one year and third grade 
at Pleasant Ridge Elementary 
for one year.

She received a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary educa-
tion/early childhood unified 
from Washburn University.

Her husband, David, has 
worked for the district for five 
years as a history and govern-
ment teacher and coach. The 
couple has three children, 
Taylor, Claire and Myles. 

Carrie Davis
Carrie Davis, 39, will be 

joining her husband, Super-

intendent Aaric Davis, in the 
district this year as the library 
media specialist at Royal Val-
ley Middle School.

For the past two years, Da-
vis has worked as a Kansas 
MTSS (Multi-Tier System of 
Supports) state trainer. 

She is a native of Emporia 
and graduated from Osawato-
mie High School in 1997. She 
received both her bachelor of 
science degree in elementary 
education with a math em-
phasis and a master of science 
in school counseling from 
Emporia State University. 
She also received a school ad-
ministrator licensure endorse-
ment from Emporia.

She previously worked as a 
K-12 school counselor and as 
a middle school mathematics 
teacher.

Carrie and Aaric have three 
daughters, Morgan, 13; Mag-
gie, 10; and Maryn, 6.

Danelle Hermesch
A native of Kelly, Danelle 

Hermesch will be a new Early 
Childhood Education teacher 
starting this fall.

For the past six years, Her-
mesch has worked for Kinder-
Care Learning Center.

She graduated from Nema-
ha Valley High School in 
2006. In 2014, she graduated 
from Kansas State Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s degree 
in early childhood education 
unified.

She previously worked for 
OMEP, a world organization 
for Early Childhood Educa-
tion, and FEATs (Families 
Empowered by Additional 
Teaching of Students).

She is a member of OMEP, 
NAEYC (National Asso-
ciation for the Education of 
Young Children) and KAEYC 
(Kansas Association for the 
Education of Young Chil-
dren).

Her hobbies include do-it-
yourself projects, attending 
Early Childhood Education 
conferences, reading, swim-
ming, fishing, painting and 
traveling.

Mallory Diederich
Mallory Diederich will 

serve as an eighth-grade math 
teacher at the middle school 
in Mayetta. 

Diederich completed her 
undergraduate degree in 
mathematics in May 2016 at 
Fort Hays State University.

A graduate of Seaman High 
School, she has been a substi-
tute teacher for Seamn USD 
345 for the past two years.

---
Lisa Wege is moving from 

her role as a special education 
teacher at the middle school 
last year to a fifth-grade 
teacher position at the school 
for the 2018-19 school year, it 
was reported. 

Ashley Wick Carrie Davis Danelle Hermesch

Darlene Sipe David Schooler Doreen Seely-Francis

Heather Hundley Katrenia Luthi Mallory Diederich

Rachel Boucher

Royal Valley welcomes new teachers, staff

Congratulations!
It’s Back to School Time!

Celebrate!
2 Kirks Fireworks

Pyrotechnic Displays
Licensed • Insured • & Committed to Safety

E-mail: 2kirksfireworks@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook for news and upcoming events.

785-741-4362 • 785-207-0471

2 Kirks Fireworks
Pyrotechnic Displays

Licensed • Insured • & Committed to Safety
E-mail: 2kirksfireworks@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook for news and upcoming events.
785-741-4362 • 785-207-0471

KICKAPOO NATION SCHOOL
ENROLLMENT

“BE INCREDIBLE”

Required Documents:
Certified Degree of Indian Blood

Birth Certificate
Immunizations

Physicals are required for students entering Kindergarten*
Please call (785) 474-3364 if you have any questions.

When: August 1st − 3rd

Time: 10 a.m. − 6 p.m.
Where: Kickapoo Nation School

Have a Great
and Healthy
School Year!

SCHOOL DAYS

Holton Family Health Center
1603 W. 4th St., Holton, KS • www.chcsks.org
Clinic: 364-3205 • Fitness Center: 364-5775
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It’s Back To
School Time!

   It’s also time to schedule
                                     Senior  & Family Pictures!

View our pictures on Facebook/Gregg Moser

Moser Photography
364-2446 • Holton

Have a safe and
happy school year!

Reino’s Towing, LLC
Holton, KS • 364-3723

Parents and educators can 
sometimes underestimate 
children’s anxiety over the 
dawn of a new school year.

Many students feel ner-
vous when wondering if they 
will make new friends, for 
example.

These worries may be 
compounded by the return 
to routine and the end of an 
enjoyable period of rest and 
relaxation.

In 2015, campers at a sum-
mer day camp outside New 
York City were surveyed.

The campers were elemen-
tary school students who 
were asked about what they 
were most nervous about for 
the return to school. Home-
work, tests, competition, 
greater expectations, grades 
and making new friends 
topped the list of fears.

To help students transition 
to the classroom with fewer 
worries, teachers and par-

ents may want to initiate ice 
breakers and other stress-re-
ducing interactions. Here are 
some ideas.

Buddy up. - Many schools 
will give out classroom as-
signments a few days before 
the first day of school.

Parents can investigate who 
is in their child’s homeroom 
and initiate contact with the 
parents of one or more of 
those students.

Collectively, parents can 
make a buddy plan for stu-
dents to arrive to school to-
gether and enter the class-
room as a team.

Coordinate clothing colors 
or have students wear anoth-
er unifying symbol. This may 
allay fears and make the first 
day of school more fun.

School selfie. - Students 
can craft “school selfies’’ 
on a piece of paper using a 
smartphone image template. 
This selfie illustration will 

give the class key facts about 
each student and present an 
interesting, creative and en-
joyable way for students to 
get to know one another.

Student word search. - 
Word searches are entertain-
ing and educational tools that 
can be put to use in the class-
room. Parents or teachers can 
create word searches featur-
ing the first names of all the 
students in the class.

Children often enjoy 
searching for their own 
names, and then they can 
help others, opening up lines 
of communication.

Word searches also can be 
customized for any subject. 
Therefore, if student names 
aren’t desired, the theme can 
be classroom items or school 
terms.

Personal introductions. 
- Students may worry about 
teachers mispronouncing 
their names or using a full 

name instead of a nickname.
Rather than a traditional 

roll call, teachers can en-
courage students to introduce 
themselves to classmates, us-
ing their preferential name 
and including a brief synop-
sis of their interests and what 
makes them unique.

Teachers also can initiate 
other ice-breakers by giving 
students a sheet with various 
questions, which students 
then have to complete by 
asking around among the 
other students. For example, 
“Who has a pet fish?’’ or 
“Find someone who has blue 
eyes.’’

The first day of school can 
be difficult for some chil-
dren. Fun activities and some 
extra effort from parents and 
teachers can make the return 
to the classroom less stress-
ful. 

Ice-breakers can help get school off to good start

Royal Valley Sport Schedules 2018-19

C
lip and Save

This Sports Calendar Sponsored by ...

Fall Schedule
V/JV VOLLEYBALL

Aug. 25 Marysville V Tourn. Marysville 9 a.m.
Aug. 30 League Tri. Hiawatha 5 p.m.
Sept. 1 Jeff West V Tourn. Meriden 8 a.m.
Sept. 6 League Tri. Sabetha 5 p.m.
Sept. 8 Atchison JV Tourn. Atchison 8:30 a.m.
Sept. 11 Jeff West RVHS 5 p.m.
Sept. 18 Nemaha Central Seneca 5 p.m.
Sept. 25 Leaue Tri. Perry 5 p.m.
Sept. 29 Silver Lake V Tourn. Silver Lake 8 a.m.
Oct. 2 League Tri. RVHS 5 p.m.
Oct. 6 Rock Crk. JV Tourn. Rock Creek 9 a.m.
Oct. 9 League Tri. Holton 5 p.m.
Oct. 13 Abilene V Tourn. Abilene 9 a.m.
Oct. 13 Wabaunsee JV Tourn. Alma 9 a.m.
Oct. 16 League Tri. RVHS 5 p.m.
Oct. 20 Sub-State Tourn. TBA TBA
Oct. 26-27 State Tourn. Salina TBA

FRESHMAN VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 30 League Tri. Hiawatha  5 p.m.
Sept. 6 League Tri. Sabetha  5 p.m.
Sept. 11 Jeff West RVHS  5 p.m.
Sept. 18 Nem. Central Seneca  5 p.m.
Sept. 25 League Tri. Perry  5 p.m.
Oct. 2 League Tr. RVHS  5 p.m.
Oct. 6 C Tourn. Seneca  9 a.m.
Oct. 9 League Tri. Holton  5 p.m.
Oct. 16 League Tri. RVHS  5 p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL
Sept. 4 Holton (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 4 Holton (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 Hiawatha (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 Hiawatha (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 8 7th Grade Quad Rossville HS 9 a.m.
Sept. 8 8th Grade Quad RVHS 9 a.m.
Sept. 10 Perry-Lec. (7A/7B) Perry-Lec. 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 Perry-Lec. (8A/8B) Perry-Lec. 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Sabetha (7A/7B) Sabetha 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Sabetha (8A/8B) Sabetha 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 15 Perry Tourn. (7th/8th) Perry-Lec. HS 9 a.m.
Sept. 17 Nem. Cent. (7A/7B) Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 17 Nem. Cent. (8A/8B) Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 Riverside (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 Riverside (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 Jeff West (7A/7B) Jeff West 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 Jeff West (8A/8B) Jeff West 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 29 Nem. Cent. (7A/7B) Nem. Central 9 a.m.
Sept. 29 Hiawatha (8A/8B) Hiawatha MS 9 a.m.

VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY
Aug. 24 Fun Run Hoyt City Park 4 p.m.
Aug. 30 Jeff West Invit. Shaw N.C. Center 5 p.m.
Sept. 6 Holton Invit. Banner Crk. Res. 4 p.m.
Sept. 13 McLouth Invit. McLouth  4 p.m.
Sept. 20 RV Invit. Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 Perry Invit. Lake Perry  4 p.m.
Oct. 4 Sabetha Invit. Sabetha GC 4 p.m.
Oct. 11 Big 7 League Riverside HS (TBA) 4 p.m.
Oct. 20 Regional Meet TBA  TBA
Oct. 27 State Meet (6A/5A/3A) @ Rim Rock

MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Aug. 4 Fun Run Hoyt City Park 4 p.m.
Aug. 30 Jeff West Invit. Shaw N.C. Center 4 p.m.
Sept. 6 Holton Invit. Banner Crk. Res. 4 p.m.
Sept. 10 JH Invit. Jackon Hts. HS 4 p.m.
Sept. 12 Seaman Invit. Shaw N.C. Center 4 p.m.
Sept. 13 McLouth Invit. McLouth  4 p.m.
Sept. 20 RV Invit. Hoyt City Park 4 p.m.
Sept. 27 Perry Invit./ Lake Perry  4 p.m.

Big 7 League Meet

VARSITY FOOTBALL
Aug. 31 Perry-Lecomp.  RVHS  7 p.m.
Sept. 7 Jeff West Meriden  7 p.m.
Sept. 14 Riverside RVHS  7 p.m.
Sept. 21 Wamego Wamego  7 p.m.

Sept. 28 Holton  Holton  7 p.m.
Oct. 5 Marysville RVHS  7 p.m.
Oct. 12 Hiawatha Hiawatha  7 p.m.
Oct. 19 Sabetha RVHS  7 p.m.
Oct. 30 Bi-District Playoffs   TBA
Nov. 3 Regional Playoffs   TBA
Nov. 9 Sectional Playoffs   TBA
Nov. 16 Sub-State Championships  TBA
Nov. 24 State Championships  TBA

JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL
Sept. 4 Perry-Lecomp. Perry  4:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 Jeff West RVHS  4:30 p.m.
Sept. 17 Riverside Wathena  4:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 Wamego RVHS  4:30 p.m.
Oct.1 Holton  RVHS  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 8 Marysville Marysville  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 15 Hiawatha RVHS  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 22 Sabetha Sabetha  4:30 p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Aug. 30 Holton (7th/8th) RVHS 4:30 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Sept. 6 Hiawatha (7th/8th) RVHS 4:30 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Sept. 13 Sabetha (7th/8th) Sabetha 4:30 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Sept. 20 Riverside (8th) Wathena 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 Perry-Lec. (7th/8th) RVHS 4:30 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Oct. 4 Nem. Cen. (7th/8th) Seneca 4:30 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Oct. 11 Jeff West (7th/8th) Meriden 4:30 p.m. & 6 p.m.

Winter Schedule
MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

Oct. 15 Holton (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 15 Holton (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 Hiawatha (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 Hiawatha (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 22 Sabetha (7A/7B) Sabetha HS 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 22 Sabetha (8A/8B) Sabetha MS 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 Riverside (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 Riverside (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 29 Perry-Lec. (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 29 Perry-Lec. (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 Nem. Cent. (7A/7B) Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 Nem. Cent. (8A/8B) Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 3 8A Classic Tourn. McLouth 9 a.m.
Nov. 3 7A Classc Tourn. Silver Lake 9 a.m.
Nov. 5 Jeff West (7A/7B) Jeff West ES 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 5 Jeff West (8A/8B) Jeff West MS 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 Holton (7A/7B) Holton ES 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 Holton (8A/8B) Holton MS 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 12 Hiawatha (7A/7B) Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 12 Hiawatha (8A/8B) Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 Sabetha (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 Sabetha (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 19 Riverside (7A/7B) Elwood 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 19 Riverside (8A/8B) Elwood 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 25 Perry-Lec. (7A/7B) Perry-Lec. MS 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 25 Perry-Lec. (8A/8B) Perry-Lec. HS 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 29 Nem. Cent. (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 29 Nem. Cent. (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 3 Jeff West (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 3 Jeff West (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL
Jan. 3 Holton (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 3 Holton (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 7 Hiawatha (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 7 Hiawatha (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 Sabetha (7A/7B) Sabetha HS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 Sabetha (8A/8B) Sabetha MS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 Riverside (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 Riverside (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 Perry-Lec. (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 Perry-Lec. (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 Nem. Cent. (7A/7B) Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 Nem. Cent. (8A/8B) Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 24 Jeff West (7A/7B) Jeff West ES 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 24 Jeff West (8A/8B) Jeff West MS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 26 7A Classic Tourn. RVHS 9 a.m.
Jan. 26 8A Classic Tourn. Holton MS 9 a.m.
Jan. 28 Holton (7A/7B) Holton ES 4:30 p.m.

Jan. 28 Holton (8A/8B) Holton MS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 Hiawatha (7A/7B) Hiaw. Armory 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 Hiawatha (8A/8B) Hiawatha MS 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 4 Sabetha (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 4 Sabetha (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 7 Riverside (7A/7B) Elwood 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 7 Riverside (8A/8B) Elwood 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 11 Perry-Lec. (7A/7B) Perry MS 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 11 Perry-Lec. (8A/8B) Perry HS 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 14 Nem. Cent. (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 14 Nem. Cent. (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 19 Jeff West (7A/7B) RVES 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 19 Jeff West (8A/8B) RVMS 4:30 p.m.

V/JV/FRESHMAN BASKETBALL (BOYS/GIRLS)
Nov. 30 Perry-Lecompton RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 7 Nemaha Central RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 11 Holton Holton 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 14 Hiawatha RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 18 Jeff West RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 4 Sabetha RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 8 Perry-Lecompton Perry 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 11 Riverside Elwood 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 17-18 Panther Classic (V) RVHS 3:30 p.m.
Jan. 19 Panther Classic (V) RVHS 12 p.m.
Jan. 22 Osage City Osage City 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 25 Burlington RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 29 Holton RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 1 Nemaha Central Seneca 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 5 Jeff West Meriden 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 8 Hiawatha Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 9 RV JV Tourn. RVHS 9 a.m.
Feb. 12 Riverside RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 15 Sabetha Sabetha 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 19 Silver Lake Silver Lake 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 25- Sub-State Tourn. TBA TBA
       Mar. 2
Mar. 6-9 State Tourn. TBA TBA

VARSITY/JV WRESTLING
Dec. 1 Wamego V Tourn. Wamego 9 a.m.
Dec. 6 Topeka/Atch./Piper Atchison 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 13 R. Crk./Hayden/Perry Perry 5 p.m.
Dec. 14 Council Gr. JV Tourn. Council Grove 3 p.m.
Jan. 3 Atch./Perry/P.Rdg. Atchison 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 4 Seaman JV Tourn. Seaman HS 2 p.m.
Jan. 5 Rossville V Tourn. Rossville 9 a.m.
Jan. 11 St.Marys/BV/Atwood St. Marys 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 12 St. Marys Tourn. St. Marys 9 a.m.
Jan. 15 Burlington/Sabetha Burlington 5 p.m.
Jan. 18 Holton JV Tourn. Holton 3:30 p.m.
Jan. 19 Sadowski Tourn. Holton 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 24 ACCHS/Holton dual RVHS 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 25 Manhattan JV Tourn. Manhattan 4 p.m.
Jan. 31 S.Lake/Hayden/Atch. Silver Lake 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 8 Big 7 League Tourn. RVHS 4 p.m.
Feb. 9 Burlington JV Tourn. Burlington 9 a.m.
Feb. 15-16 Regional Tourn. TBA TBA
Feb. 22-23 State Tourn. FHSU-HAYS TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL WRESTLING
Nov. 1 P.Ridge/JW/Horton/Per. Perry-Lec. HS 4 p.m.
Nov. 3 Manhattan Tourn. Manhattan HS 9 a.m.
Nov. 8 Rossvle/Sabetha/Osk. RVHS 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 13 Seaman/Washb.R/SFT Seaman MS 3:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 Holton/Wabaun./RC Holton 4 p.m.
Nov. 17 Rossville Tourn. Rossville HS 8:30 a.m.
Nov. 19 ACCMS/SL/Riverside Riverside 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 1 Big 7 MS Tourn. Sabetha 9 a.m.

Spring Schedule
VARSITY BASEBALL

Mar. 19 Santa Fe Trail Overbrook 4:30 p.m.
Mar. 21 ACCHS Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Mar. 26 Wamego Wamego 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 4 Jeff West Meriden 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 8 Holton Holton 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 15 Perry-Lecompton Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 22 Hiawatha Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 25 Sabetha Sabetha 4:30 p.m.

Apr. 29 Nemaha Central Seneca 4:30 p.m.
May 2 Riverside Hoyt Ciyt Park 4:30 p.m.
May 13-17 Regional Tourn. TBA TBA
May 23-24 State Tourn. TBA TBA

JUNIOR VARSITY BASEBALL
Mar. 19 Santa Fe Trail Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Mar. 22 ACCHS Effingham 4:30 p.m.
Mar. 26 Wamego Wamego 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 5 Jeff West Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 9 Holton Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 16 Perry-Lecompton Perry 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 23 Hiawatha Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 26 Sabetha Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 30 Nemaha Central Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
May 3 Riverside Wathena 4:30 p.m.

VARSITY/JV SOFTBALL
Mar. 19 Santa Fe Trail Carbondale 4:30 p.m.
Mar. 26 Wamego Wamego 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 4 Jeff West Meriden 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 8 Holton Holton 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 15 Perry-Lecompton Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 20 Rock Creek JV Tourn. Rock Creek 9 a.m.
Apr. 22 Hiawatha (V) Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 23 Hiawatha (JV) Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 25 Sabetha Sabetha 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 29 Nemaha Central Seneca 4:30 p.m.
May 2 Riverside Hoyt City Park 4:30 p.m.
May 13-17 Regional Tourn. TBA TBA
May 23-24 State Tourn. TBA TBA

GOLF
Apr. 2 Jeff West Invit. (JV) Village Greens GC 3 p.m.
Apr. 5 Sabetha Tourn. (JV) Sabetha GC 3 p.m.
Apr. 8 Hiawatha Tourn. (JV) Hiawatha CC 3 p.m.
Apr. 15 League Quad Sabetha GC 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 22 Centralia Tourn. Cool Springs GC 1 p.m.
Apr. 29 League Tri. Firekeeper GC 3 p.m.
May 1 Jeff West Tourn. (JV) Village Greens GC 8 a.m.
May 6 Big 7 League JV Tourn. Holton CC 3 p.m.
May 8 Big 7 League V Tourn. Hiawatha CC 9 a.m.
May 13 Regional Tourn. TBA TBA
May 20 State Meet TBA TBA

VASITY/JV TRACK (BOYS/GIRLS)
Apr. 2 League Quad Perry 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 3 Seaman JV Invit. Seaman 3:30 p.m.
Apr. 9 RV April Invit. Hoyt 3:30 p.m.
Apr. 16 JH Invit. Jackson Hts. 3 p.m.
Apr. 18 Abilene Invit. Abilene 3 p.m.
Apr. 23 League Quad Hoyt 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 26 DeSoto Invit. DeSoto 3:30 p.m.
Apr. 30 Nemaha Central V/JV Seneca 3 p.m.
May 2 RV May Invit. Hoyt 4 p.m.
May 9 Big 7 League Meet Meriden 3 p.m.
May 17 Regional Meet TBA TBA
May 24-25 State Track Meet Cessna Stadium 9 a.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK
Mar. 27 Emporia Tri. Emporia 3:30 p.m.
Apr. 2 Shawnee Hts. Invit. Shawnee Hts. 3:30 p.m.
Apr. 4 Silver Lake Invit. Silver Lake 3 p.m.
Apr. 16 Perry Invit. Perry-Lecompton 3 p.m.
Apr. 18 RVMS Track Quad Hoyt 4 p.m.
Apr. 30 Eudora Invit. Eudora 3:45 p.m.
May 7 Big 7 MS League Meet Hoyt 4 p.m.

210 Hwy. K-214 • Hoyt, KS
986-6100 • dsbks.com

Proudly serving the USD 337 Royal Valley area

Heating and Cooling
DON ASH & SON, INC.

Welcome Back
Students!

Don’t Forget Your
Apple for the Teacher!

Call us for all your plumbing needs.
Bell Plumbing

364-4434 • 417 E. 5th St. • Holton

Insurance • Investments
www.fbfs.com

6th & Hwy. 75, Holton • 364-2111

Rob Wareham
Mitchell Nicol

Casey Patterson

Welcome Back to School!
Have a Good (2018-2019)

School Year!

CLIP AND SAVE THE 
SCHOOL INFO AND 
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SCHOOL!

Don’t miss a single issue!
We report on all area school news, 

including student awards, honor rolls, 
special events, school board meetings 
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We report on all area school news, 

including student awards, honor rolls, 
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Holton on Hwy. 75

785-364-2871
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Thanks to advancements 
in technology, students and 
educators are increasingly 
turning to tablets and com-
puters when working on 
daily school assignments and 
classroom activities.

Students rely on the inter-
net for research and keeping 
in touch with teachers and 
other students and work is 
even assigned and completed 
via digital platforms.

Despite the upside of tech-
nology, cyber crime is a po-
tential pitfall of all that time 
spent online. The internet 
provides instant access and 
that can put students at risk.

According to Verizon’s 
2016 Data Breach Investiga-
tions Report, the education 
sector ranked sixth in the 
United States for the total 
number of reported “security 
incidents.’’

Schools are data-rich, 
meaning they give hack-
ers access to information 
like identification numbers, 
birthdates, e-mail addresses, 
financial data, medical re-
cords, and more.

Students must understand 
cyber security risks when 
working and sharing data on-
line. The following are some 
tips students can follow.

*Protect passwords. Stu-
dents are urged to keep their 
passwords to themselves.

This prevents others from 
using accounts maliciously 
or even in seemingly harm-
less ways that can put you 
in trouble, such as searching 
for inappropriate content in 
school. Choose complicated 
passwords that can’t be eas-
ily guessed, and opt for two-
step authentication whenever 
offered.

*Use secured WiFi net-
works. Free or open WiFi 
connections are not encrypt-

ed, meaning they can be ac-
cessed by anyone.

Many cyber criminals gain 
access to information through 
these channels. Schools 
should have encrypted sys-
tems in place.

*Limit what you share 
on the internet. Students are 
urged to be aware of what 
they share online.

According to DataManage-
ment, a computing service, 
information posted to social 
media is permanent, and de-
leted items aren’t necessarily 
gone.

Exercise caution on social 
media. Don’t post unless it 
is something you would be 
comfortable sharing in pub-
lic.

*Watch out for phish-
ing scams. Phishing usually 
occurs through fraudulent 
e-mail messages that mimic 
the look of reputable solicita-
tions.

Scammers rely on these 
tactics to tempt people to 
click on links or download 
attachments that can put mal-
ware on a device and steal 
personal data. Exercise cau-
tion with all links and down-
loads.

*Schedule routine back-
ups. Data can be lost if a 
device crashes, so routinely 
back up personal devices and 
home computers.

Backups can be stored on 
external hard drives or with 
cloud services.

*Exercise caution when 
filesharing. UC Santa Cruz’s 
information technology ser-
vices says viruses and mal-
ware can be transmitted by 
filesharing software and files 
offered by others may not be 
what they say they are. Only 
use school-approved fileshar-
ing options.

Meet the Holton school board
Members of the Holton school board this year are, front row, left to right, Mike Ford, Carl Matousek, 

Christina Murphy and Shelby Patch (board president). Back row, left to right, Rex Frazier, Orin Marshall 
and Allen Arnold (board vice president).                                                                                  Photo by David Powls

Fresh Start 
Learning 
Center 

is Enrolling
Enrollment and Classes

begin August 16th.
Call 364-5664

or stop by 501 Dakota (old fairbuilding), Holton
Come back to school and finish 

your High School Diploma.

• Flexible Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
• Online Curriculum: Work from home
• Lots of Teacher Help: 24/7 Availability

“We Want You” so don’t delay.
See us today to obtain your High School Diploma!

If you are 18 years or older, you can get your
high school diploma. Twenty-one students completed the 

requirements to earn a high school diploma last year.
Make it your year – get yours!

It’s That
Time Again!

Ready or Not...

Welcome Back Students, Teachers & Administration!

Dan Degenhardt, DVM
bcah@embarqmail.com

www.bannercreekanimalhospital.net
22290 US 75 Highway, Holton, KS 66436

(785) 364-4560

It’s That
Time Again!

Have a 
Great Year!

Hwy. 75 & 6th St.
 Holton, KS

(785) 364-2162

Haug Construction, Inc.
                Steve & John Haug
          13136 222nd Rd., Holton

364-3375

Hey Kids!
Time to Quit Hanging Around!

It’s BACK TO SCHOOL Time!

Welcome Back
to School!

Let us help you with
all your building needs. 

Chris Gross
Construction

785-364-5600

Education sector 
ranked sixth for
most “security

incidents’’

By Brian Sanders
There’s plenty to look forward 

to in the 2018-19 school year for 
students in the Holton school 
district, whether students are 
preparing for their kindergarten 
years or looking ahead to life 
after graduation, according to 
District Superintendent Bob 
Davies.

But in between those two 
stages of education, Davies 
said, there are a few things to 
keep in mind, such as keeping 
school fees paid and up to date, 
reminding students of safety 
rules at school and on district 
buses and, of course, “changing 
everyone’s attitude toward 
school.”

“School should be an exciting 
place. If, by junior high, you’re 
not enjoying school, we need 
to get together and figure out 
why,” Davies said. “We’ve got 
to figure out a way to make 
classes more interesting and 
relevant.”

One of the first priorities 
for USD 336 officials, he said, 
involves keeping parents up to 
date on the fees necessary for 
their children’s education. The 
district’s board of education 
recently discussed the need 
to prioritize the fees that need 
to be paid ahead of other fees 
at enrollment time, as well as 
through the school year.

Unpaid school lunch fees, for 
example, have been a problem 
for the district — in fact, during 
the past school year, unpaid 
lunch fees totaled more than 
$1,700, it was reported. If those 
and other fees go unpaid, school 
officials noted, high school 
seniors with balances due are 
not allowed to graduate.

Davies said that regardless of 
which fees must be paid before 
others, it is up to the district 
to keep parents apprised of 
balances due.

“For kids, we’ve always had 
a $20 ceiling on the lunches that 
sometimes works and sometimes 
doesn’t,” he said. “The hard part 
is, at all three schools, we don’t 
do a very good job of letting 

parents know that kids all have 
$19.95, and by the time we find 
out they’ve got $20, it’s a little 
late.”

Since the school lunch 
program is, as Davies noted, a 
federal program administered 
by state and school officials, it 
is up to the school to make sure 
that those unpaid lunch fees are 
collected every year, so that 
when parents pay enrollment 
fees for their children, it’s a 
safe bet that the money will go 
toward enrollment first.

Priority fees include lunch 
fees, prior-year fees, current 
year CTE fees (agriculture, art 
and FACS classes), band fees 
(uniform and instrument rental), 
AP course test fees, middle 
school physical education 
uniform fees, textbook fees, 
high school laptop computer 
insurance, middle school 
technology fees and student 
activity fees.

Those fees must be paid 
before the following fees now 
recognized as “optional fees” 
- sports passes, class dues, 
yearbook purchase, school 
photos, club dues, middle 
school calculator fees and 
elementary school milk tickets 
— are covered.

School officials also noted 
that the district offers a payment 
plan for parents struggling to 
pay all of their kids’ school 
fees, and free and reduced 
meal prices are also offered for 
qualifying families. Davies also 
noted that the USD 336 board 
is also looking at finalizing a 
policy on free meals for adults 
volunteering during the school 
day.

The district is also stepping 
up enforcement of its bus safety 
policy, which some tend to 
summarize as a “three strikes 
and you’re off” type of policy. 
Davies said that while that 
policy “pretty much applies to 
all students,” the policy will be 
enforced depending on the age 
of the students involved and the 
nature of their behavior.

“It’s going to depend on the 

situation,” he said. “We’re trying 
to get people to understand that 
bus safety is just as important 
as school safety — probably a 
little more, because we’ve got 
people on that bus that could get 
hurt if somebody did something 
wrong.”

Another ongoing safety issue 
involves the water at Holton 
Elementary School, where lead 
and copper levels in the water 
have raised concerns with 
school officials and parents, and 
bottled water has been used for 
student consumption and for 
cooking. Davies said that issue 
is “at a standstill,” but school 
officials continue to work 
toward a solution.

In other news at HES, Davies 
said he is ready to see what the 
school’s two new administrators 
— principal Karen Williams 
and assistant principal Chris 
Kasson — can do at their new 
positions.

“We’re excited to have 
them,” he said of Williams and 
Kasson.

Davies also said HES has 
been notified in recent days that 
a federal grant — the Preschool 
4-Year-Old at Risk grant, 
administered by the Kansas State 
Department of Education — has 
been awarded to the school, 
enabling HES to provide up to 
40 slots for kids who qualify for 
the preschool program.

He credited the work of 
former preschool teacher Mary 
Porter, former HES principal 
Beth Smith and former HES 
assistant principal Heather 
Hundley with “working very 
hard” to secure the grant for the 
preschool program, which will 
now have the benefit of up to 20 
more full-time enrollment (FTE) 
students, since each preschool 
student is counted as half when 
determining FTE.

“It’s not going to be a huge 
amount, but 20 FTE is not 
bad,” Davies said. “It’s going 
to be good for our kids and our 
community. The goal’s going 

to be that we reduce fees for 
the program, maybe not for this 
year, but for next year at least so 
that we can start making it more 
available.”

It’s also good news for the 
district as a whole, Davies 
said, because kindergarten 
readiness is something school 
officials have been working on 
as part of the district’s school im-
provement program.

“The younger our students 
are,” he said, “the more every 
dollar we spend on them pays 
back.”

At Holton Middle School, stu-
dents interested in art will now 
have elective classes in that 
particular field of study. Nate 
Cunningham has been hired 
to lead the middle school art 
program, which Davies said the 
district is excited about.

Davies also noted that the 
kitchen at HMS has been 
“redone and updated,” and he 
also noted that teachers at the 
school are “branching out a lit-
tle more” to teach more than 
their core classes in an effort to 
expand the number of classes 
for students with a wider array 
of interests.

College and career readiness 
is the key focus at Holton High 
School, where Davies said 
teachers are looking at expanding 
the school’s career-technical 
education by involving business 
people in the community and 
getting students more interested 
in their post-education careers.

“We want to bring in people 
with a different perspective on 
careers, so maybe that’ll get a 
fire started,” he said.

Davies also addressed 
concerns that school officials 
had brought up with the retaining 
wall at the HHS football 
stadium. The wall, he said, “is a 
done issue” following a review 
involving a local engineer, but 
school officials will continue to 
monitor it “to make sure nothing 
starts getting worse.”

College, career readiness focus at HHS 

Harshaw Accounting &
Tax Service, LLC

Leesa M. Harshaw, EA, PA, MBA, ABA, ARA, ATP
111 S. Topeka Ave., Holton

785-364-2387

3, 2, 1... Countdown begins...

Have a great school year!

DON’T MISS ANY OF THE 
SCHOOL AND PREP SPORTS

NEWS! Subscribe now!
364-3141
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USD #336 Official School Opening Announcement
School Starts – Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018 (Grades Pre-K–9) & Friday, Aug. 17, 2018 (All Students)

2018-2019 Holton
ENROLLMENT

Thursday, August 2
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

All students enroll at the
High School Commons Area.
2018-2019 SCHOOL CALENDAR

Aug. 2......................................... Enrollment
Aug. 10.......................New Teachers Report
Aug. 13......... Staff Development/No School
Aug. 14......... Staff Development/No School
Aug. 15......... Teacher Work Day/No School
Aug. 16...............1st Day of Classes-PreK-9
Aug. 17...........1st Day of Classes-10th-12th
Sept. 3 ....................... Labor Day/No School
Oct. 8............ Staff Development/No School
Oct. 10.........P/T Conferences-4 p.m.-8 p.m.
Oct. 17........P/T Conferences-4 p. m.-8 p.m.
Oct. 19.............................End of 1st Quarter
Oct. 26......................................... No School
Nov. 12......... Staff Development/No School
Nov. 21-23....................Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 20 .......................... End of 2nd Quarter
Dec. 21-Jan. 2 .........................Winter Break
Jan. 3 ..................................School Resumes
Jan. 21 .......... Staff Development/No School
Feb. 18 ......... Staff Development/No School
Feb. 20 .........P/T Conferences-4 p.m-8 p.m.
Feb. 21 ........P/T Conferences-4 p.m.-7 p.m.
Feb. 22 ........................................ No School
Mar. 8 ............................. End of 3rd Quarter
Mar. 11-15............................... Spring Break
Apr. 12 ......... Staff Development/No School
Apr. 19 ........................................ No School
May 18 ....................................... Graduation
May 22 ..........................Last Day of Classes

HOLTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
Shelby Patch, President

Allen Arnold, Vice President
Carl Matousek Mike Ford
Orin Marshall Rex Frazier

Christina Murphy

BOARD OF EDUCATION OFFICE
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Phone: 785-364-3650
Bob Davies........................... Superintendent
Dee Folk....................................Board Clerk
Hailey Mattox ................Asst. Payroll Clerk
Deborah Michael..................... Admin. Asst.
Doris Yonke .....................Accounts Payable

HOLTON SPECIAL EDUCATION 
COOP

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Phone: 785-364-2990

Amy Haussler.................................. Director
Jeff Price ................................ Asst. Director
Jenny Lancaster............................. Secretary
Lori Spaar.............................Sec./MIS Clerk

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Phone: 785-364-5664
Paula Hough.................................... Director

FRESH START ADULT
EDUCATION CENTER

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Phone: 785-364-5664

Carolyn Cochren ............................. Director

HOLTON HIGH SCHOOL
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
School Hours: 8:05 a.m.-3:05 p.m.

Phone: 785-364-2181
Rodney Wittmer............................. Principal
Brent Bechard .............. Asst. Principal/A.D.
Karen Beightel .............................. Secretary
Corey Grosse........................ Asst. Secretary

HOLTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
School Hours: 8:05 a.m.-3:05 p.m.

Phone: 785-364-2441
Michael Kimberlin ......................... Principal
Dawn Pence .................................. Secretary
Heather Link ........................ Asst. Secretary

HOLTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
School Hours: 8:05 a.m.-3:05 p.m.

Phone: 785-364-3251
Karen Williams .............................. Principal
Chris Kasson .........................Asst. Principal
Pat Tuck ........................................ Secretary
Sherry Glenn ........................ Asst. Secretary
Deb Snyder........................... Asst. Secretary

ENROLLMENT FEES
Textbook rental for students grades K - 12 

is $45.00. Special fees may be required for 
students who take classes requiring special 
equipment and materials i.e. Arts, Crafts, 
Foods, Ag Ed. Students in grades 7 - 12 who 
participate in activities will also pay a 
$30.00 activity fee.

SCHOOL MEALS
Nutritious meals are served to students 
daily.  Menus are printed in The Holton 
Recorder and can be found online at 
www.holtonks.net
Breakfast Prices:   Pre-K - 12 - $1.75
                              Adults - $2.35
Lunch Prices:        K-5 - $2.60
                              Middle School - $2.80
                              High School - $2.80
                              Adults - $3.85
Milk Price:            $ 0.35

IMMUNIZATION/
BIRTH CERTIFICATE

  Kansas law requires that all students 
enrolling in a Kansas public school shall 
have a copy of their birth certificate and a 
copy of their immunization record.  Pre-K:
Each student must present proof of 4 
immunization doses of DTaP and/or DT 
(diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis), 3 doses of 
the oral polio vaccines, 1 dose for measles, 
mumps, and rubella (MMR), 1 dose for 
Varicella (Chicken Pox), 2 doses of Hepati-
tis A, 3 doses Hepatitis B, 4 doses Hib 
(haemophilus influenza type B), and 4 
doses Prevnar (pneumococcal conjugate). 
Grades K-6th: Each student must present 
proof of 5 immunizaiton doses for DTaP 
and/or DT (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis), 4 
doses of the oral polio vaccines, 2 dose for 
measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR), 2 
doses for Varicella (Chicken pox) and 3 
doses Hepatitis B. Grades 7-12: Each 
student must present proof of 1 dose (Tdap) 
tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis, 4 doses polio, 
2 doses measles, mumps, and  doses rubella 
(MMR), Varicella (Chicken Pox), 3 doses 
Hepatitis B. Note: Immunization require-
ments can be found on the Department of 
Health Environment website.

TRANSPORTATION
  The district will provide transportation for 
those students who reside more than 2 ½ 
miles from their attendance center. Bus 
transportation may also be provided to 
students less than 2 ½ miles from school 
provided there is space available on the bus 
and the bus does not have to deviate from 
its planned route.  In cases where transpor-
tation is provided to students residing less 
than 2 ½ miles from school, transportation 
may be withdrawn when space is needed 
on the bus for students residing more than 2 
½ miles from school.

SAFETY
  The safety of your child is one of our 
major concerns.  The cooperation of the 
home is needed to build good safety habits.  
URGE YOUR CHILD TO:  walk on the 
sidewalk or the shoulder of the road; cross 
only when traffic is clear of the intersection 
and cross only at marked crossings; never 
enter a strange vehicle; and go directly to 
and from school along regularly traveled 
pedestrian walkways.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE
FOR STUDENTS

  Unless participating in the school break-
fast program, students should not arrive at 
their buildings prior to ten minutes before 
the beginning of the class bell. There is no 
supervision available prior to that time.
  To prevent misunderstandings, parents are 
asked to contact the appropriate school 
office when a student is to leave the prem-
ises during the school day. Students are to 
check with the office prior to leaving to 
ensure that communication has been 
received.

SCHOOL CLOSINGS
 When the superintendent believes the 
safety of students is threatened by severe 
weather or other circumstances, parents 
and students shall be notified of school 
closings or cancellations by announce-
ments made through the school’s commu-
nication system, SchoolMessenger, and 
over the Radio/TV station(s):
RADIO: 94.5 FM, 580 AM
TELEVISION: WIBW Channel 13 Topeka
 Be sure your phone numbers are 
updated in your school office so you 
receive this information.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
  Holton is the sponsoring district for the 
Special Education Cooperative with Jack-
son Heights, Onaga, Prairie Hills, and 
Royal Valley as participating districts.  
Regular classes are offered for children of 
all ages and special instruction is available 
for those children who have specific needs.

FREE EARLY CHILDHOOD
SCREENING

  Early Childhood Developmental Screen-
ings are held at Holton Elementary School.  
These are free screenings sponsored by 
Holton Special Education Cooperative. 
The screening is open to all children resid-
ing within the Holton USD 336 boundaries.  
To schedule an appointment please call 
Holton Elementary School at 364-3251.

SAFE SCHOOL HOTLINE
  A statewide school safety hotline, staffed 
by the Kansas Highway Patrol, has been 
established. This toll-free hotline allows 
students to anonymously report possible 
impending violent acts in school.

The hotline number is 1-877-626-8203.

Karen Williams

Chris Kasson

Paula Hough

By Brian Sanders
Two educators from 

northeastern Kansas have been 
chosen to lead Holton Elementary 
School in the 2018-19 school 
year and beyond — Karen 
Williams as principal and Chris 
Kasson as assistant principal — 
while Dr. Paula Hough, a native 
of Minnesota, will take on the 
job of curriculum director for the 
Holton district.

A reception welcoming 
Williams, Kasson and Hough to 
Holton USD 336 and the Holton 
community will be held at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, July 31 at the HES 
commons area. The public is 
invited to attend.

Karen Williams
After spending 15 years in the 

Topeka area in different areas of 
education, Horton native Karen 
Williams is looking forward 
to being in a community that’s 
closer in size to the town where 
she grew up as the new principal 
at HES.

“We’re moving closer to 
home,” Williams said. “My 
husband is also from the 
Powhattan area, and he’s still got 
family in that area. And while 
most of my immediate family 
has moved on, there’s still a lot 
of extended family in the Horton 
area.”

A 1998 graduate of Horton 
High School, Williams said she 
knew for a long time that she 
wanted to be a teacher and work 
with children.

“I didn’t explore any other 
career paths,” she said. “This was 
just kind of my calling.”

Williams sought her 
undergraduate degree from 
Washburn University, graduating 
in 2002 and going straight into 
the education field from there 
with a job in Topeka’s USD 
501. She went back to Washburn 
and earned her master’s degree 

there in 2009, then took on her 
first administrative position 
three years later as principal 
of Topeka’s Ross Elementary 
School.

“Certainly there are more 
responsibilities, but there’s also a 
greater opportunity to impact the 
lives of students and to influence 
education at a different level than 
in the classroom,” she said. “Ross 
was a really big school, much 
like Holton is in terms of student 
numbers. So there was more of 
an opportunity to become part of 
the bigger picture of education.”

In 2014, Williams moved to the 
principal’s position at Topeka’s 
Randolph Elementary School, 
then was hired to serve as the 
new principal of the USD 501 
pre-school center, starting this 
year — until she had a change of 
heart about the new job.

“Through lots of conversations 
with my family, and thinking 
about things that happened 
through the years, I decided I 
needed something different, and 
this wasn’t exactly the direction I 
wanted to go,” she said.

When the HES principal’s posi-
tion became available, Williams 
went for it and was hired in mid-
May. The chance to come to 
Holton, she said, made her and 
her family “super excited,” and 
not just in terms of the school 
she’ll be leading.

“We’re excited to raise our 
kids and let them finish out their 
high school years in a smaller 
community that was more like 
where we grew up,” she said.

Williams said she and her 
husband Eric, a union bricklayer 
who works primarily in the 
Kansas City area, are also excited 
for their children’s prospects. 
Son Andrew, who will be a 
freshman this year, is “already do-
ing weights” and active in sports, 
while daughter Ryleigh, who will 
be an eighth-grader this year, is a 

competitive dancer.
“Our summer has been spent 

doing dance and baseball,” she 
said.

Williams’ interests include 
reading and “a lot of supporting 
my children’s interests.” She 
and her family are also looking 
forward to becoming a part of the 
Holton community.

“We’ve felt really welcomed by 
the community already,” she said. 
“We’ve really enjoyed getting to 
know people, and we’re looking 
forward to continuing to get to 
know people and becoming a 
part of the community.”

Chris Kasson
Growing up in the southern 

Kansas community of Dexter, 
Chris Kasson, who will be the 
new assistant principal at HES 
this fall, felt privileged to be a 
part of a family of educators.

“I grew up with it,” Kasson 
said. “When I was a senior in 
high school, I got the opportunity 
to work with elementary students 
through a summer program. That 
was just exciting to me.”

That opportunity cemented 
her choice of career, so after 
she graduated from Dexter High 
School in 1996, Kasson went 
to Fort Hays State University 
to pursue an undergraduate 
degree in elementary education, 
graduating in 2002. She then 
moved to Lawrence, where she 
taught for 11 years.

“I taught first grade for nine 
years at Woodlawn Elementary, 
and I taught fourth grade for two 
years at Schwegler Elementary,” 
she said. “I knew, while I was 
teaching first grade, that I wanted 
to obtain a master’s degree, 
so I started checking into the 
programs.”

During her time at Woodlawn, 
she worked toward her master’s 
degree in school leadership, 
earning the degree in 2010 from 
Baker University. 

“The leadership program I got 
into at Baker was phenomenal,” 
she said. “I met lots of great 
people. Some of the instructors 
there were current principals. 
That really just intrigued me. 
Moving into the coaching posi-
tion, I knew that was a great 
road to get the experience in 
another area, and that just kind of 
drove me down the path toward 
becoming an administrator.”

After her time in Lawrence, Kas-
son moved to Topeka, working as 
a literacy coach at Highland Park 
Central, and she has spent the last 
three years as an instructional 
coach at Randolph Elementary 
School.

“While I was at Highland Park, 
I was also a half-time behavior 
interventionist, which involves 
basically working with students 
on behavior issues and assisting 
the principal with those issues,” 
she said.

Her new position at HES is her 
first in the sphere of education 
administration, and she said she 
looks forward to the challenge.

Kasson and her husband Mark, 
married in 2014. They have 
a 1-year-old daughter, Laney, 
and Mark’s son, 14-year-old 
Anthony.

“We spend a lot of time with 
sports that Anthony’s playing, in-
cluding soccer, so we both enjoy 
that,” said Kasson, who also 
noted that her family has enjoyed 
their involvement with sports 
through recreational programs in 
Lawrence.

Dr. Paula Hough
After graduating from high 

school in her native Detroit 
Lakes, Minn., in 1996, Paula 
Hough didn’t immediately see 
herself getting into a career in 
education.

“I thought I was going to be 
an editor at a book company,” 
Hough says with a laugh. “But 
I liked kids, and as I got into 

education, I was thinking more 
and more about curriculum.”

The youngest of six children, 
Hough also grew up with 
“someone there to teach me how 
to do things” at all times.

“It just made me appreciate 
being in that role, and I wanted to 
turn around and do that for other 
people,” she said.

After earning her first 
bachelor’s degree in English 
language and literature from the 
University of Montana in 2000, 
Hough returned to Minnesota 
State University, where she 
earned a bachelor of science de-
gree in English and language arts 
teacher education in 2003. 

From 2001 to 2004, Hough 
would also return home to the 
Detroit Lakes schools for her first 
teaching job, handling middle 
school and high school English 
courses.

“It was phenomenal. I loved 
every second of it,” she said. 
“It was a unique experience 
being behind the desk that, for 
four years of my high school 
experience, no students were 
allowed behind.”

Family ties brought her to 
Kansas in 2005, where she 
attended classes at Mid-America 
Nazarene University in Olathe.

“One of my sisters was 
working on a master’s degree 
at Emporia State,” she said. “It 
was a distance learning class 
that she was taking up north 
for one weekend a month, and 
it was going to take her a little 
more than two years to finish 
the program, so she decided to 
move to Emporia and finish the 
program within a year.”

Another of her sisters moved 
to Kansas, and one of them 
had a baby, Hough said.

Continued to Page 10A

Meet Holton’s three new administrators
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Eight new teachers are be­
ing wel­comed into the Hol­ton 
school­ district for the 2018­
19 school­ year, it has been 
reported. Information on 
each new teacher is presented 
bel­ow. 

Connor Bechard
If Connor Bechard’s l­ast 

name sounds famil­iar, it’s 
because he’s got famil­y 
connections to Hol­ton High 
School­ — his uncl­e Rich is 
a former vice principal­ and 
athl­etic director at HHS, and 
his cousin, Brent, currentl­y 
has his dad’s ol­d job.

In fact, Bechard, 29, wil­l­ 
have part of his duties under 
his cousin as the new head 
boys basketbal­l­ coach at 
HHS. His primary focus in 
the Hol­ton district is serving 
as a gifted facil­itator at 
Hol­ton and other districts 
served by the Hol­ton Special­ 
Education Cooperative.

A native of Gardner and a 
2007 graduate of Gardner­
Edgerton High School­, 
Bechard graduated from Bak­
er University in 2012 with 
a bachel­or of arts degree in 
physical­ education and heal­th, 
and he recentl­y compl­eted his 
master of l­iberal­ arts degree, 
al­so at Baker.

For the past two years, he 
taught physical­ education 
at Winfield High School, 
where he was al­so head boys 
basketbal­l­ coach, freshman 
footbal­l­ coach and JV boys 
gol­f coach. He al­so served as 
an assistant men’s basketbal­l­ 
coach at Baker University 
from 2012 to 2016.

Bechard enjoys spending 
time with his wife, Savan­
nah, gol­f, watching sports 
and pl­aying guitar.

Lakota Bohl
Phil­l­ipsburg native Lakota 

Bohl­, 27, is coming to the 
Hol­ton school­ district as 
a fourth­grade teacher at 
Hol­ton El­ementary School­.

A 2009 graduate of 
Thunder Ridge High School­, 
l­ocated between Phil­l­ipsburg 
and Smith Center, and a 2013 
graduate of the University of 
Nebraska at Kearney, Bohl­ 
joins the Hol­ton staff after 
serving as a fourth­grade 
teacher in the Gol­den Pl­ains 
school­ district in Sheridan 
County for the past five 
years.

Bohl­’s hobbies incl­ude 
crocheting, gardening, 
cooking and reading.

Melody Davies
After spending a year at 

Jackson Heights teaching 
middl­e and high school­ 
Engl­ish and yearbook, 
Mel­ody Davies, 47, is 
coming to the Hol­ton district 
as an eighth­grade Engl­ish 
and journal­ism teacher.

A native of Ful­ton, Mo., 
where she graduated from 
high school­ in 1989, Davies 
earned her bachel­or of arts de­
gree in Engl­ish in 1993 from 

Westminster Col­l­ege and her 
master of education degree 
in curricul­um and instruction 
from Washburn University in 
2003.

Davies and her husband 
Bob, who is superintendent 
of the Hol­ton district, have 
three chil­dren. She enjoys 
l­andscaping and home 
improvement projects, as 
wel­l­ as “attending our sons’ 
sports and activities.”

Laura Mannell
The new sixth­grade 

science teacher at Hol­ton 
Middl­e School­ is Laura 
Mannel­l­, a native of Wiscon­
sin who previousl­y taught 
seventh­grade science at 
Atchison Middl­e School­.

Mannel­l­ grew up in North 
Fond du Lac, Wisc., where 
she graduated from Horace 
Mann High School­, then 
came to northeastern Kansas, 
earning two degrees from 
Washburn University — a 
bachel­or of arts in pol­itical­ 
science, in 1994, and a 
bachel­or of education in 
el­ementary education in 
2003. She earned her Master 
of School­ Leadership degree 
in 2009 from Baker Uni­
versity.

Her other teaching 
work incl­udes teaching 
kindergarten and first, third 
and fifth grade classes and 
sixth and eighth­grade 
science in Topeka USD 
501, as wel­l­ as K­3 special­ 
education in the district. She 
has al­so been invol­ved in the 
credit recovery program at 
Washburn Rural­ High School­ 
and worked as a GED teach­
er.

Mannel­l­ has al­so been 
invol­ved with Camp Qual­ity, 
the VFW and American 
Legion Auxil­iary, Topeka 
Rescue Mission, Dream 
Factory and KNEA/NEA.

Mannel­l­ resides in Topeka 
with husband David and their 
three chil­dren. Her hobbies 
incl­ude spending time with 
her chil­dren and her grand­
son, arts and crafts, puzzl­es, 
reading, games and pl­aying 
flute and piano.

Brooke Stallbaumer
According to Washington 

native Brooke Stal­l­baumer, 
32, she has had a “non­
traditional” route to her first 
job as a teacher, which begins 
this fal­l­ at Hol­ton El­ementary 
School­, where she wil­l­ teach 
fourth grade.

Stal­l­baumer graduated in 
2004 from Washington High 
School­, in 2006 from Cl­oud 
County Community Col­l­ege 
and in 2008 from Kansas 
State University, where she 
has worked for the Col­l­ege 
of Veterinary Medicine 
Dean’s business office. After 
receiving her dipl­oma, she 
and her husband, Jeremy, 
moved to Auburn, Al­a., and 
she worked at Auburn Uni­
versity.

For the past five years, Stall­

baumer has been working at 
Eisenbarth Pl­umbing in Seneca, 
but now she is ready to begin 
her career as a teacher.

She and Jeremy have two 
chil­dren — Ava, 7, and Wil­l­, 
4 — and she enjoys attending 
K­State footbal­l­ games in the 
fal­l­ with her famil­y, exercising, 
reading, spending time outdoors 
with famil­y and friends and at­
tending sporting events in which 
either Jeremy is coaching or her 
chil­dren are participating.

Nate Cunningham
New Hol­ton Middl­e School­ 

art teacher Nate Cunningham, 
33, said he is excited to get the 
new art program started at HMS 
for 2018­19.

Prior to joining the HMS 
staff, Cunningham served as 
a middl­e school­ art teacher at 
Junction City for three years. 
He has al­so worked for four 
years as a para­educator in a 
cl­ass for behavioral­l­y­disabl­ed 
students at Manhattan’s Marl­att 
El­ementary School­.

A native of Tecumseh, 
Cunningham graduated from 
Shawnee Heights High School­ 
in 2003, then went on to earn 
an associate of arts degree 
from Highl­and Community 
Col­l­ege in 2005 before earning 
his bachelor of fine arts degree 
in ceramics from Kansas State 
University in 2008. He returned 
to KSU, earning his master of 
science degree in curricul­um 
and instruction in 2017.

Cunningham al­so enjoys 
fishing and gardening, and 
he is al­so a photographer for 
the Kansas Art Education 
Association.

Dustin McBride
Dustin McBride, 28, is joining 

the Hol­ton El­ementary School­ 
staff this year as a fourth­grade 
teacher after serving at Great 
Pl­ains El­ementary School­ in 
Sheridan County for four years 
as a third­grade el­ementary 
teacher.

McBride grew up in Al­bion, 
Neb., graduating from Boone 
Central­ High School­ in 
2008 before going on to the 
University of Nebraska at Kear­
ney, graduating in 2014.

McBride’s hobbies incl­ude 
video games and cl­assic 
Chevrol­et muscl­e cars.

Tim Smale
A recent graduate of Washburn 

University, Tim Smal­e, 23, is 
kicking off his teaching career 
as vocal­ music director at Hol­ton 
Middl­e School­ and Hol­ton High 
School­.

Smal­e grew up in Overl­and 
Park, compl­eting his high school­ 
studies at Heritage Christian 
Academy in 2013 before coming 
to Washburn, graduating this 
past May with a degree in music 
education. He did some student 
teaching at Topeka High School­ 
whil­e working on his degree at 
Washburn.

In addition to his teaching 
duties, Smal­e al­so serves as 
pianist and orchestra l­eader 
for Topeka Civic Theatre, has 
pl­ayed piano for the Kansas City 
Civic Orchestra and is a musi­
cian at a coupl­e of churches in 
Topeka. He al­so teaches private 
piano l­essons.

Brooke Stal­l­baumer Connor Bechard Lakota Bohl­

Laura Mannel­l­

Mel­ody Davies

Hol­ton wel­comes eight new teachers

Bring in this coupon
and get 10%

off your meal!

CHINA RESTAURANT
317 Pennsylvania, Holton, KS • 785-362-7888

HOURS: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Daily
Lunch Buffet 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (every day)

(Coupon expires Sept. 1, 2018.)

Back To School 
In Style T-Shirts •

Sweatshirts •
Letter Jackets •

See us for custom designs for your 
clubs, teams and special events!

401 Michigan Ave., Holton, KS

ustomC reationsC
785.364.4774

customcreationsholton@gmail.com

Welcome

Dairy Queen
of Holton

915 W. 4th, Holton
364-3110

785-362-2532
1-800-346-9084

www.giantcomm.net

Wishing all students & 
teachers a great year!

785-364-2116

Do you know that kids age 11-18
still need vaccinations?

It is recommended they receive
Tdap, Meningococcal conjugate,

and HPV vaccines.
Call today to schedule

your pre-teen or teen’s immunization.
Quality Care Close to Home!

208 W. 4th
Holton

We Love Kids!
Have a Great School 

Year and don’t 
forget to

start your day with 
good oral care!

364-4636

Dustin McBride Nate Cunningham

Tim Smal­e

Welcome Back Area Students, Teachers and Administrators!

We won’t charge you an arm and a leg, 
we just want your tow!

Lock Outs • Jump Starts • Break Downs • Rollback Service 
 • Local & Long Distance Hauling • Insured for Your Protection

24-Hour
Towing

Phone:
785-364-1964

701 OHIO
HOLTON, KS

Roush & Son’s
Towing

and Recovery

2018 Ford EcoSport 4WD S

- Lightning Blue Metallic
- Medium Stone Cloth Seats

- Equipment Group 100A
- Manual Climate Control

- 16” Magnetic PNTD Alum. Wheels
- 2.0L TI-VCT GDI I-4 Engine
- 6-Spd Auto Trans. w/Slctshft
- P205/60R16 A/S BSW Tires

- 50 State Emissions
- Spare Tire Carrier

- Front License Plate Bracket
*$20,200

*Not all will qualify. See dealer for details. Tag tax title extra.

FOSTER FORD, INC.
Hwy. 75  •  Holton, KS 66436

785-364-4646 • fosterfordinc.com

Drive Back to School in Style!
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USD #335 – Jackson Heights Opening Announcement
Welcome Back Students!   School Starts Thursday, Aug. 16 8:20 a.m. to 3:25 p.m.

Enrollment: Monday, Aug. 6
   9 a.m. to noon, 1 to 4 p.m.
Elementary School Commons for PK – 6
High School/Middle School Office for 7–12

• Early enrollees who enrolled online just need to pay fees.
• Parents of students who cannot enroll on August 6 should contact the 
  building secretary for other arrangements after August 6.
• Book rental and meals should be paid at enrollment.
• Birth certificate and immunization records are required for students
   enrolling in USD 335 for the first time.
• Out-of-district students must complete a waiver each year.

Fees: Textbook Fees: $45 for grades Pre-K – 12; ACT Prep Class Fees $37
 Vocational Fees: $25 per high school class
 School-Owned Instruments: $50 rental fee for all students
         who play school-owned instruments

Breakfast Prices:  PK-6..........................$1.25
   7-12...........................$1.35
   Adults........................$2.15

Lunch Prices:  K-6............................$2.30
   7-12...........................$2.50
   Adults........................$3.65

Free and reduced meal prices are available to students of families meeting 
federal income guidelines. Applications are available at all the school 
offices, on the district website, and in the July district newsletter. Completed 
lunch applications can be turned into the district office prior to enrollment.

Contact Information:
District Office ...................................................364-2194
Elementary School ............................................364-2244
High School/Middle..........................................364-2195

Class Supply Lists:
Available on the website www.jhcobras.net

Board of Education:
Dr. David Allen ................................................. President
Konrad Coe ............................................... Vice President
Doug Amon.........................................................Member
Neal Keeler .........................................................Member
Kelly Kennedy....................................................Member
Ed Rostetter.........................................................Member
Melinda Wareham ...............................................Member
Sheri Dibbern ..................................... Clerk of the Board

Administration:
Adrianne Walsh................................. Superintendent and

Elementary School Principal
Darren Shupe ................... High School/Middle Principal
Joel Hesed ...................................PK-12 Assist. Principal

Faculty & Certified Staff:
High/Middle School
Brad Alley.............................................Social Sciences
Johnna Crawford................................................English
Vern Andrews...........................................Tech Director
Gary Baldridge.......................................................Math
Chris Brown.............................................................. PE
Denise Visocsky.....................................................Math
Jeff Folger ........................................ English & Physics
Alana Seddon.......................................... Band & Vocal
Gary Keehn ........................................................Science
Paul Lierz ...................................Vocational Agriculture
Travis Henry ............................................... 7-9 Science
Katie Morris ..............................................................Art
Dan Shupe..............................................Business & PE
Robin Sides ............................................................Math 
Michaela McKenzie ................................... FACS & Ag
Marie Valiente ................................................... Spanish
Jim Childs ...........................................................Woods

Elementary School:
Janice Mulroy................................................. Preschool
Jamie Wells ...............................................Kindergarten
Gera Cochren ............................................Kindergarten
Anna Straubmeier ........................................First Grade
Sheryl Kuglin ...............................................First Grade
Shelly Riedley......................................... Second Grade
Greg Nilges ............................................. Second Grade
Michelle Kuglin ......................................... Third Grade
Kristi Altenburg ......................................... Third Grade
Olga McAlpine..........................................Fourth Grade
Breanne Latham........................................Fourth Grade
Jena Kramer ................................................ Fifth Grade
Jeremy Melvin ............................................ Fifth Grade
Caleb Wick..................................................Sixth Grade
Diane Keeler ...............................................Sixth Grade
Amy Roth....................................................PK-6 Music
Cody Witte .......................................................PK-6 PE
Tiffany Zule ......................................................... Title I
Danielle Alley ................................................Counselor

Secretaries/Support Staff:
Brandi Fritz ............................................... District Office
Pamela Mann ...................... High School/Middle School
Nancy Sipes ...................................................Elementary
Cody Witte ............................................ Athletic Director
Terri Oswald................................................School Nurse
HB Keithline ................................................. Technology
Robin Caudle ..................................Facilities & Grounds

Special Education Faculty/Staff:
Amy Haussler..............................Director, Holton Office
Jeff Price ...................................Asst. Dir., Holton Office
Jordan Wolf ..................................... High/Middle School
Kay Smith ........................................................ Preschool
Melissa Peven ................................................Elementary
Annette White ................................................Elementary
John Wehrbein..............................................Psychologist

Special Ed. Paraprofessionals:
Heather Amon, Melanie Binkley, Nikki Wiecken, 
Jennifer Larison, Tara Williams, Sharri Sellens,
Dorothy Taylor, Tanya Ahlgren, Carrie Schuetz,
Angela Webster, Samantha Wichman

Aides:
Marilyn Banaka, Kyli Brenner, Lori Messer,
Micah Moore

Food Service Personnel:
Laura Sharp, supervisor; Lisa Joiner, Kristy Streeter, 
Kim Scheele, Angela Chalmers

Custodians/Maintenance: Mary Macy, Lynne Purvis, 
John Hurst

Bus Drivers: 
Nancy Blum, Art Davis, Mark Grollmes, Bob Powers, 
Dave Williams, Tara Williams, Melanie Binkley,
Cheri BawdenJackson Heights Schools

A Tradition of Excellence
Small Class Sizes  /  Family Atmosphere

School calendars and sports schedules will be available at enrollment.
Go to www.jhcobras.net for calendar listings and updated information.

Upcoming Events:
Aug. 13............. First day of practice. Pre-K & K Open House 5-7 p.m.
Aug. 15............. 1st-6th Grade Open House 6-7 p.m.
Aug. 15............. 7th Grade Orientation 6 p.m.
Aug. 16............. First Day of School
Aug. 24............. Fall Pep Rally and HS Scrimmage

Holton Sport Schedules 2018-19

C
lip and Save

This Sports Calendar Sponsored by ...

Fall Schedule

V/JV VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 30 V/JV Tri. Riverside  5 p.m.
Sept. 6 JV Quad Wamego  5 p.m.
Sept. 6 Nem. Central Holton  5 p.m.
Sept. 8 JV Tourn. Holton  9 a.m.
Sept. 11 V/JV Tri. Hiawatha  5 p.m.
Sept. 15 Rossville Tourn. Rossville  9 a.m.
Sept. 18 V/JV Tri. Holton  5 p.m.
Sept. 22 Wamego Wamego  9 a.m.
Sept. 25 Jeff West Jeff West  5 p.m.
Oct. 2 V/JV Tri. Royal Valley 5 p.m.
Oct. 9 V/JV Tri. Holton  5 p.m.
Oct. 13 Sabetha Sabetha  9 a.m.
Oct. 16 V/JV Tri. Perry  5 p.m.
Oct. 20 Sub-State TBA  TBA
Oct. 26-27 State Championship @ TBA  TBA

FRESHMAN VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 25 Freshman Tourn. Wamego  9 a.m.
Aug. 30 Freshman Tri. Riverside  5 p.m.
Sept. 8 Marysville Marysville  9 a.m.
Sept. 11 Freshman Tri. Hiawatha  5 p.m.
Sept. 18 Freshman Tri. Holton  5 p.m.
Oct. 2 Freshman Tri. Royal Valley 5 p.m.
Oct. 9 Freshman Tri. Holton  5 p.m.
Oct. 16 Freshman Tri. Perry  5 p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 28 Atchison (7A/8A) Atchison 4 p.m.
Sept. 4 Royal Valley Royal Valley 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 Sabetha Sabetha 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 Nemaha Central Holton 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Riverside Riverside 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 15 7A/8A Tourn. TBA 9 a.m.
Sept. 17 Hiawatha Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 Jeff West Jeff West 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 22 Jeff West (7B/8B) Jeff West 9 a.m.
Sept. 24 Perry Holton 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 29 7th League Tourn. Nem. Central 9 a.m.
Sept. 29 8th League Tourn. Hiawatha 9 a.m.

HIGH SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Aug. 30   Shaw N.C. Center 4 p.m.
Sept. 6 Holton Invit. Holton  4 p.m.
Sept. 13   Hiawatha  4 p.m.
Sept. 20   Royal Valley 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 27   Perry  4 p.m.
Oct. 4   Sabetha  4 p.m.
Oct. 11 League Meet Riverside  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 16   Jackson Hts. 3:45 p.m.
Oct. 20 Regional Meet TBA  TBA
Oct. 27 State Championship @ TBA  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Aug. 30   Shaw N.C. Center 4 p.m.
Sept. 6 Holton Invit. Holton  4 p.m.
Sept. 10   Jackson Hts. 4 p.m.
Sept. 13   Hiawatha  4 p.m.
Sept. 20   Royal Valley 4 p.m.
Sept. 27   Perry  4 p.m.
Oct. 16   Jackson Hts. 3:45 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Aug. 31 Jeff West Holton  7 p.m.
Sept. 7 Perry  Perry  7 p.m.
Sept. 14 Nem. Central Holton  7 p.m.

Cheer Clinic

Sept. 21 Hiawatha Hiawatha  7 p.m.
Sept. 28 Royal Valley Holton  7 p.m.

Homecoming
Oct. 5 Sabetha Sabetha  7 p.m.
Oct. 12 Marysville Holton  7 p.m.
Oct. 19 Wamego Wamego  7 p.m.
Oct. 26 TBA  TBA  7 p.m.
Nov. 2 Regional Playoffs @ TBA  TBA
Nov. 9 Sectional Playoffs @ TBA  TBA
Nov. 16 Sub-State Playoffs @ TBA  TBA
Nov. 24 State Championship @ TBA  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Aug. 30 Royal Valley Royal Valley 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 Sabetha Holton 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Shawnee Hts. (7th) Holton 4 p.m.
Sept. 13 Riverside (8th) Riverside 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 Jeff West Holton 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 Nemaha Central Holton 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 4 Hiawatha Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 11 Perry Perry 4:30 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF
Aug. 22 V Scramble Village Greens GC 8:30 a.m.
Sept. 10 JV Invit. Holton CC  3 p.m.
Sept. 19 V Golf  Paola CC  3 p.m.
Sept. 19 JV Golf North Topeka GC 3 p.m.
Sept. 24 V Golf  Village Greens GC 9 a.m.
Sept. 27 JV Golf Village Greens GC 1 p.m.
Oct. 4 V Golf  Falcon Lakes 1 p.m.
Oct. 8 Regionals TBA  TBA
Oct. 15 State Championship @ TBA  TBA

Winter Schedule

V/JV/FRESHMAN BASKETBALL (BOYS/GIRLS)
Nov. 30 Atchison Holton  4 p.m.
Dec. 7 Riverside Riverside  4:30 p.m.
Dec. 11 Royal Valley Holton  4:30 p.m.
Dec. 14 Sabetha Holton  4:30 p.m.
Dec. 18 Perry  Perry  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 4 Nem. Central Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 8 Jeff West Jeff West  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 11 Hiawatha Hiawatha  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 14-19 Mid-Season Tourn.  TBA
Jan. 22 Eudora Eudora  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 25 Chapman Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 29 Royal Valley Royal Valley 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 1 Riverside Holton  4:30 p.m.

Cheer Clinic
Feb. 5 Perry  Holton  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 8 Sabetha Sabetha  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 12 Hiawatha Holton  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 15 Nem. Central Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 19 Jeff West Holton  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 25-Mar. 2  Sub-State Tourn. @ TBA TBA
Mar. 6-9  State Tourn. @ TBA  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL
Oct. 15 Royal Valley Royal Valley 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 Sabetha Holton  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 22 Riverside Riverside  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 Jeff West Holton  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 29 Nem. Central Holton  4:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 Hiawatha Hiawatha  4:30 p.m.
Oct. 3 Silver Lake (7A) Silver Lake  9 a.m.
Oct. 3 McLouth (8A) McLouth  9 a.m.
Nov. 5 Perry  Perry  4:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 Royal Valley Holton  4:30 p.m.

Nov. 12 Sabetha Sabetha  4:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 Riverside Holton  4:30 p.m.
Nov. 19 Jeff West Jeff West  4:30 p.m.
Nov. 26 Nem. Central Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 29 Hiawatha Holton  4:30 p.m.
Dec. 3 Perry  Holton  4:30 p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL
Jan. 3 Royal Valley Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 7 Sabetha Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 Riverside Riverside  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 Jeff West Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 Nem. Central Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 Hiawatha Hiawatha  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 24 Perry  Perry  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 26 7A Classic Tourn. Royal Valley 9 a.m.
Jan. 26 8A Classic Tourn. Holton  9 a.m.
Jan. 28 Royal Valley Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 Sabetha Sabetha  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 4 Riverside Holton  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 7 Jeff West Jeff West  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 11 Nem. Central Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 Hiawatha Holton  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 18 Perry  Holton  4:30 p.m.

VARSITY/JV WRESTLING
Nov. 30 V/JV  Spring Hill  2 p.m.
Dec. 6 V/JV  Santa Fe  5 p.m.
Dec. 7 JV  Santa Fe  4 p.m.
Dec. 8 V/JV  Clay Center 9 a.m.
Dec. 15 V/JV  Ottawa  9 a.m.
Dec. 20 V/JV  Spring Hill  4 p.m.
Jan. 11-12 V  Newtown  9 a.m.
Jan. 19 Sadowski Tourn. Holton  9:30 a.m.
Jan. 24 V/JV  Royal Valley 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 26 V/JV  Baldwin City 9 a.m.
Jan. 31 V/JV  Wamego  5 p.m.
Feb. 7 V/JV  Tonganoxie 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 15-16 Regional Tournament @ TBA  TBA
Feb. 22-23 State Tournament @ TBA  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL WRESTLING
Nov. 6   Jeff West  4 p.m.
Nov. 8 Quad  ACCMS  4 p.m.
Nov. 10   Silver Lake  9 a.m.
Nov. 13   Sabetha  4:30 p.m.
Nov. 15   Holton  4 p.m.
Nov. 17 Rossville Tourn. Rossville  8:30 a.m.
Nov. 27   Holton  4:30 p.m.

Spring Schedule

VARSITY BASEBALL
Mar. 28 Falls City Falls City 4 p.m.
Apr. 4 Riverside Riverside 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 8 Royal Valley Holton 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 15 Jeff West Holton 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 18 Perry Perry 4 p.m.
Apr. 22 Sabetha Holton 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 25 T-Bone T-Bone 4 p.m.
Apr. 25 Perry Perry 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 26 T-Bone T-Bone 4 p.m.
Apr. 27 T-Bone T-Bone 4 p.m.
Apr. 29 Hiawatha Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
May 2 Nemaha Central Holton 4:30 p.m.
May 13-16 Regionals TBA TBA
May 23-24 State TBA TBA

JUNIOR VARSITY BASEBALL
Mar. 28 Falls City Falls City 4 p.m.
Apr. 5 Riverside Holton 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 9 Royal Valley Royal Valley 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 12 Perry Holton 4 p.m.
Apr. 16 Jeff West Jeff West 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 23 Sabetha Sabetha 4:30 p.m.
Apr. 26 Perry Holton 4:30 p.m.
May 3 Nemaha Central Nem. Central 4:30 p.m.
May 6 Hiawatha Holton 4:30 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL
Mar. 26 Topeka Topeka 4 p.m.
Apr. 29 Hiawatha (V) Hiawatha 4:30 p.m.
May 6 Hiawatha (JV) Holton 4:30 p.m.
May 13-16 Regionals TBA TBA
May 23-24 State TBA TBA

BOYS GOLF
Apr. 5 JV Sabetha 3 p.m.
Apr. 8 V Sabetha 1 p.m.
Apr. 8 JV Hiawatha 3 p.m.
Apr. 15 V Sabetha 3 p.m.
Apr. 18 V Nemaha Central 1 p.m.
Apr. 22 JV Onaga 3 p.m.
Apr. 23 V Village Greens 1 p.m.
Apr. 25 V Rolling Meadows 9 a.m.
Apr. 25 JV Horton 3 p.m.
Apr. 29 V Royal Valley 3 p.m.
May 1 JV Village Greens 8 a.m.
May 6 Big 7 League JV Tourn. Holton 3 p.m.
May 8 Big 7 League V Tourn. Hiawatha 10 a.m.
May 13 Regional Tourn. TBA TBA
May 20 State Meet TBA TBA

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK (BOYS/GIRLS)
Mar. 26 Holton Invit. Holton 4 p.m.
Apr. 4 Jeff West (9th/10th) Jeff West 4 p.m.
Apr. 16 Jackson Hts. Invit. Jackson Hts. 3 p.m.
Apr. 25 Hiawatha Invit. Hiawatha 4 p.m.
Apr. 29 Perry Invit. Perry 4 p.m.
May 2 Royal Valley Invit. Royal Valley 3:30 p.m.
May 6 JV Tourn. Onaga 3 p.m.
May 9 Big 7 League Tourn. Jeff West 3 p.m.
May 17 Regionals TBA TBA
May 24 State Meet Wichita TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK
Apr. 4 Silver Lake Invit. Silver Lake 3 p.m.
Apr. 11 Jeff West Invit. Jeff West 4 p.m.
Apr. 16 Perry Invit. Perry 3 p.m.
Apr. 18 Royal Valley Invit. Royal Valley 4 p.m.
Apr. 22 Holton Invit. Holton 2 p.m.
Apr. 25 Rossville Invit. Rossville 12:30 p.m.
Apr. 29 Jackson Hts. Invit. Jackson Hts. 2 p.m.

100 E. 5th St.
111 S. Hwy 75
Holton, KS 66436

(785) 364-2166
gn-bank.com

*Schedules subject to change.
Visit www.holtonks.net for more information.
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Meet the Jackson Heights School Board
The Jackson Heights USD 335 Board of Education is shown in the photo above. Members include, 

front row, from left: Konrad Coe, Dr. David Allen and Neal Keeler; back row, from left: Doug Amon, Kelly 
Kennedy, Melinda Wareham and Ed Rostetter.                                                                   Photo by Brian Sanders

F A R M E R S®

Auto • Home • Life • Business
• Workers Compensation

Marcia Jager, 
Agent

307 Montana Ave., Holton, Kansas 66436
Bus.: 785-364-0124 • Cell: 785-844-0844

Fax: 785-364-0125 • mberggren@farmersagent.com

Jager Agency

209 Montana Avenue • Holton, KS 66436
Phone 785.364.6491 • Fax 785.364.4330

www.fsbks.bank

Have a Great 
School Year, 
Students and 

Teachers!

Kathy Wheeler
Farm Bureau Crop Agent
31310 “O” Rd., Wetmore, KS
(785) 933-3255
cell (785) 364-7604

Have A
Great Year!

From the school honor rolls to various photos of the kids learning in 
their classrooms, a subscription to The Holton Recorder helps local 

families capture, share and document those special school years! 
CALL NOW - 364-3141!

By Brian Sanders
An “outdoorsy” theme 

for elementary students, a 
new Family and Consumer 
Sciences pathway for middle 
and high school students and 
some authentic exposure to 
Spanish culture for students 
at all grade levels are just a 
few of the things that students 
in the Jackson Heights school 
district can look forward to 
in 2018-19.

District Superintendent 
and Elementary Principal 
Adrianne Walsh said this 
year’s elementary theme 
is “Camp Learn-a-Lot,” 
incorporating outdoor-
themed activities that focus 
on camping, hiking, hunting, 
plants, trees, insects and 
survival skills. The theme 
will also feature curriculum 
topics gleaned from the pages 
of the popular children’s 
nature magazine, Ranger 
Rick. 

The year starts with a 
celebration of National 
Trail Mix Day on Aug. 31, 
at which time students will 
also make use of the Jackson 
Heights High School fitness 
trail and cross country course 
for a handful of outdoor 
activities. Walsh added that 
the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
has also been contacted for 
some National Hunting and 
Fishing Day activities in Sep-
tember.

Elementary students will 
also be able to participate in 
a new supplemental program 
utilizing STEM (science, 
technology, English and 
math) project-based learning, 
Walsh said.

“It will involve posing a 
scenario that kids can create 
or construct their own things 
from,” she said. “I would see 
teachers using it either for en-
richment or to supplement our 
current science curriculum.”

Students will also be 
introduced to the “Second 
Step” character education 
curriculum at the elementary 
level, Walsh said. The 
curriculum will be introduced 
into the elementary school’s 
collaboration classes with 
new guidance counselor 
Danielle Alley.

Character education is also 
part of this year’s curriculum 
at the middle school level, 
where Walsh said a leadership 

and character education class 
is being offered this year as 
an elective.

“We want to focus on the 
leadership aspect, but there’s 
character education and all 
of those qualities that you 
would want your kids to 
come out of school with. 
We’re still kind of in the 
process and narrowing things 
down about what kinds of cur-
riculum we’re going to use,” 
she said.

At the high school level, 
Walsh said a new family 
and consumer sciences 
(FACS) pathway focusing 
on human growth and 
development is being offered 
this year. She added that the 
pathway involves offering 
an introductory course at 
the middle school level “so 
that all of our eighth-graders 
will be able to take it for one 
semester.”

Finally, all students at all 
grade levels will have an 
opportunity to get a taste 
of Spanish culture with 
the addition of Spanish 
teacher Maria Valiente to the 
Jackson Heights teaching 
staff. Valiente, Walsh said, 
is “a visiting international 
teacher” from Spain who’s 
looking to share her home 
country’s culture with all 
Jackson Heights students. 

“She taught in Iowa for a 
while, so this isn’t here first 
time in the States,” Walsh said 
of Valiente. “But I’m really 
thrilled that she’s coming, 
and our kids are going to 
get some really authentic 
exposure to her culture.”

Seventh-graders will be 
offered an introductory 
course in Spanish, Walsh 
said, adding that elementary 
students will also get some 
“Spanish exposure” courtesy 
of Valiente, whose presence 
will also act as a catalyst 
for easier learning of the lan-
guage.

“We had an online learning pro-
gram for learning Spanish, but while 
the curriculum is really strong, it’s 
awfully hard for, say, a freshman 
in high school to take a class like 
that that’s more self-paced,” Walsh 
said. “Our kids weren’t really used 
to that. I think that’s an extremely 
hard way to learn a language.”

But with Valiente working with 
elementary students in collaboration 
classes on a rotating schedule, 
Walsh said students will be able to 
learn Spanish in a more personal 
and entertaining way.

JH students will 
visit “Camp

Learn-a-Lot’’
this school term

US Hwy. 75, Holton 
364-2428
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Continued from Page 7A
“I didn’t like being far away, 

so I moved to the area to be 
closer to my nephew, and he’s 
now 13,” she said. “I’ve got 
two nephews down here now by 
both of those sisters.”

Hough received a master of 
education degree in curriculum 
and instruction from Mid-
America Nazarene in 2007, 
then went on to earn a doctor 
of education degree in the same 
subject from Argosy University 
in Chicago in 2012.

Since then, Hough has been 
involved with the Kansas State 
Department of Education’s 
Technical Assistance System 
Network (TASN) program for 
three years.

“It’s comparable to an 
administrative position, but 
this is the first position I’ve 
had that’s truly in the realm of 
administration,” Hough said of 
her new job with the Holton 
school district.

That job, she added, is best 
described as “being able to help 
teachers embrace instruction and 
be more impactful for students. 
It’s really pushing instruction 
for both teachers and students.”

Hough, who describes herself 

as “single and an auntie,” is 
active in Topeka with CASA 
and the Unitarian Church.

n New Holton administrators
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Alana Seddon Anna StraubMeier

J. Heights welcomes new teachers, staff

Danielle Alley

Jeremy Melvin Jim Childs Johnna Crawford

Maria Valiente Michaela McKenzie Travis Henry

The Jackson Heights 
school district is welcoming 
eight new teachers and a 
new counselor to the district, 
some of whom are familiar 
faces, it was reported.

Danielle Alley
After eight years of 

working with young people in 
the Jackson County District 
Court system, Danielle Al­
ley, 33, will be working with 
them in a different capacity.

Alley has been hired as a 
counselor for the Jackson 
Heights district starting with 
the 2018­19 year, it has been 
reported. Previously, she 
had worked as a juvenile 
probation offi­cer since 2010.

Alley is a 2003 graduate 
of Holton High School and 
also graduated from Kansas 
State University in 2006. 
She and her husband Brad, 
social studies teacher and 
head cross­country and track 
coach at JHHS, live in Holton 
with their three children.

Jim Childs
Jim Childs, 62, who 

previously taught 
woodworking at Jackson 
Heights High School for 25 
years, is returning to JHHS 
in that same capacity this 
year, it has been reported.

In addition to his quarter­
century at JHHS, where 
he also served as a coach, 
Childs had taught industrial 
technology at Seaman 
High School for nine years, 
welding at Shawnee Heights 
High School for three years 
and house construction at 
Lyndon High School for one 
year. His fi­rst teaching job 
was at Syracuse, where he 
spent a year before coming 
to Jackson Heights.

Childs, a JHHS alumnus, 
earned his bachelor of 
science degree in education 
at Emporia State University 
and his master’s degree at 
Washburn University prior 
to his career in education. 
In addition to his teaching 
duties, Childs also operated a 
successful roofi­ng business in 
the community for 30 years.

He and his wife of 42 years, 
Candace, who also taught 
fourth grade, make their 
home in Netawaka, where 
they raised two children, 
JHHS alumni Marcus Childs 

and Olivia Kemnitz. They 
have eight grandchildren.

In his spare time, Childs 
enjoys barbecuing, golf — he 
had hit a hole­in­one recently 
— and “building things.”

Johnna Crawford
Haysville native Johnna 

Crawford, 36, is the new 
language arts teacher for 
Jackson Heights middle and 
high schoolers this fall.

The holder of a bachelor of 
arts degree in English and a 
master’s degree in creative 
writing from Wichita State 
University, Crawford taught 
college English at WSU for 
the past three years and has 
worked as a K­12 substitute 
teacher in Haysville for 
10 years. She also has 10 
years of experience with 
the Haysville Sun­Times 
newspaper, the last two years 
as owner and publisher.

Crawford will also be in 
charge of the fall play at 
JHHS, noting her experience 
in community theater along 
with her husband of nearly 
15 years, Mike, as a plus in 
this regard.

She and Mike are parents 
of two children, Indiana and 
KJ. Her hobbies include 
photography, pottery and 
yoga.

Travis Henry
Travis Henry, 31, a 2005 

graduate of Jackson Heights 
High School, is returning to 
his alma mater to teach after 
eight years at Holton Middle 
School.

Henry has been hired as 
the new science teacher 
for seventh through ninth 
grades at Jackson Heights. 
He and his wife, Shannon, 
have two children and live in 
Netawaka.

After graduating from 
JHHS, Henry went to Kansas 
State University, where he 
graduated in 2010 with a 
bachelor of science degree in 
secondary science education, 
then went to work at HMS.

In addition to teaching, 
Henry is also a “technology 
enthusiast” and enjoys flying 
radio­controlled airplanes 
and helicopters, as well as 
watching movies with his 
family.

Michaela McKenzie
Clovis, Calif. native 

Michaela McKenzie, 21, 
is starting her career in 
education at Jackson 
Heights, where she will be 
the new agriculture and FCS 
instructor this fall.

After graduating from 
Clovis High School, 
McKenzie attended Kansas 
State University, where 
she earned a bachelor of 
science degree in agriculture 
education.

McKenzie and her 
husband, Taylor, have two 
dogs and two cats. She 
enjoys running and reading 
in her spare time.

Jeremy Melvin
A native of Pottawatomie 

County, Jeremy Melvin 
joins the Jackson Heights 
Elementary School staff 
this year as a sixth­grade 
teacher.

Melvin played a lot of 
sports as a youth but a 
shoulder injury during a 
football game his senior 
year of high school led to a 
spot on the basketball team 
during his time at Highland 
Community College, where 
he also lettered in track 
and earned his associate of 
science degree.

He started to pursue 
a degree in elementary 
education at Kansas 
State University, but also 
sought opportunities to 
play baseball and accepted 
a scholarship from the 
University of St. Mary, 

where he lettered in baseball 
for two years. He was then of­
fered a pro baseball contract 
with the San Francisco Giants 
organization but returned to 
get his degree in education.

Alana Seddon
New Jackson Heights band 

director Alana Seddon, 44, 
is bringing nearly a quarter­
century of music education 
to the district this fall.

Seddon previously served 
as middle school band director 
in LaCrosse, Wisc., since 
2012, and has served schools 
in Connecticut, Illinois and 
Wisconsin as a music teacher 
and arts administrator for 24 
years. She is affi­liated with 
the National Association for 
Music Education and the Na­
tional Band Association.

Seddon and husband 
Tom, who has worked as 
a professor of music at 
University of Wisconsin­La 
Crosse, have two boys and 
are making their home in 
Topeka. Seddon also enjoys 
gardening and reading in her 
spare time.

Anna StraubMeier
New fi­rst-grade teacher 

Anna StraubMeier, 57, a 
native of Topeka, brings a 
wealth of experience to the 
Jackson Heights district.

StraubMeier earned her 
bachelor of education degree 
in 1985 from Washburn 
University and did some 
undergraduate work through 
Concordia University in 
Seward, Neb., then went on 
to teach in Kansas, Texas 
and Nevada. She said that 
while she enjoys all ages of 
youth, she prefers the fi­rst-
grade curriculum, noting 
that it “lays a foundation for 
all other teachers to build 
upon.”

Part of her teaching 
experience includes teaching 
the fi­rst generation of families 
from around the world in 
America during her time in 
Nevada. That experience 
led her to become a strong 
proponent of multi­sensory 
teaching and explicit direct 
instruction, she said.

StraubMeier’s teaching 
experience also includes 
elementary music, which 
led to her involvement with 
handbell choirs. She has 
conducted and performed 
with such choirs over the 
past two decades.

StraubMeier also enjoys 
the outdoors, with a 
particular fondness for 
places of natural beauty such 
as Montana, Glacier National 
Park and the north rim of 
the Grand Canyon. She has 
two adult daughters, one 
living in Topeka and one in 
Manhattan.

Maria Valiente
Jackson Heights students 

taking Spanish­language 
classes this year have the 
opportunity to learn some 
“trabalenguas” — tongue­
twisters — from new teacher 
Maria Valiente, 43, a native 
of northwestern Spain.

Born and raised in La 
Coruña, Spain, which she 
describes as “a rainy and 
cloudy area, although it is 
sunny sometimes,” Valiente 
earned her master of modern 
languages degree from the 
University of La Coruña.

In previous years, she has 
taught Spanish and English, 
served as a translator, 
worked for summer camps 
and cultural centers, and 
volunteered with the Fabretto 
Foundation for 10 years.

Valiente enjoys reading, 
sports, listening to music, 
swimming, going for walks, 
cooking, crafts and coffee 
with friends and family in 
her free time.
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Jackson Heights Sport Schedules 2018-19
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Fall Schedule
HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

Aug. 28 V/JV Tri. Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Aug. 30 V/JV Tri. Rossville  5 p.m.
Sept. 4 V/JV Tri. Maur Hill  5 p.m.
Sept. 6 V Quad Maur Hill  5 p.m.
Sept. 8 V Tourn. Frankfort  9 a.m.
Sept. 11 V/JV Tri. Valley Falls 5 p.m.
Sept. 17 JV Quad Oskaloosa 5 p.m.
Sept. 18 V/JV Tri. Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Sept. 25 V/JV Tri. Effingham 5 p.m.
Sept. 29 V Tourn. Valley Falls 9 a.m.
Sept. 29 JV Tourn. Jeff North  9 a.m.
Oct. 2 V/JV Tri. Oskaloosa 5 p.m.
Oct. 4 V Quad Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Oct. 8 JV Quad Onaga  5 p.m.
Oct. 9 V/JV Tri. Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Oct. 11 V Quad Maur Hill  5 p.m.
Oct. 13 JV Tourn. Wabaunsee 9 a.m.
Oct. 16 V/JV Tri. Pleasant Ridge 5 p.m.
Oct. 20 Sub-State TBA  TBA
Oct. 26-27 State  TBA  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 27 Tri.  Pleasant Ridge 4:30 p.m.
Aug. 30 Effingham Effingham 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 McLouth Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 Quad  Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Everest Everest  4:30 p.m.
Sept. 15 A/B Tourn. Perry  9 a.m.
Sept. 17 Tri.  Effingham 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 St. Benedict Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 22 A/B Quad Centralia  10 a.m.
Sept. 24 Quad  Jeff North  4:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 Oskaloosa Oskaloosa 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 29 NEKL Tourn. McLouth  9 a.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
Sept. 6   Holton MS/HS 4 p.m.
Sept. 10   Jackson Hts. MS 4 p.m.
Sept. 13   Onaga  4 p.m.
Sept. 20   RV MS/HS 4 p.m.

Sept. 27   Horton  4 p.m.
Oct. 4   Sabetha MS/HS 4 p.m.
Oct. 11 NEKL  Jackson Hts. 4 p.m.
Oct. 16   Jackson Hts. MS/HS 3:45 p.m.
Oct. 20 Regional TBA  TBA
Oct. 27 State  TBA  TBA

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Aug. 31 Horton Horton  7 p.m.
Sept. 7 Effingham Jackson Hts. 7 p.m.
Sept. 14 Maur Hill Maur Hill  7 p.m.
Sept. 21 Olpe  Jackson Hts. 7 p.m.

Homecoming
Sept. 28 Valley Hts. Valley Hts. 7 p.m.
Oct. 5 Troy  Troy  7 p.m.
Oct. 12 Jeff North Jackson Hts. 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 Lyndon Jackson Hts. 7 p.m.

Senior Night
Oct. 26 Bracket Play TBA  7 p.m.
Nov. 2 Regionals TBA  TBA
Nov. 9 Sectionals TBA  TBA
Nov. 16 Sub-State TBA  TBA
Nov. 24 State  TBA  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Aug. 30 Effingham Effingham 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 McLouth Jackson Hts. 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Everest Everest  6:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 St. Benedict Jackson Hts. 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 Oskaloosa Oskaloosa 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 4 Bye Week ————— ————
Oct. 11 Jeff North Jackson Hts. 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 16 Valley Falls Valley Falls 5:30 p.m.

Winter Schedule
MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

Oct. 15 Effingham Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 St. Benedict St. Benedict 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 22 Xavier Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 Oskaloosa Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 29 McLouth McLouth  4:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 Jeff North Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 5 Valley Falls Valley Falls 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 8 Everest Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 12 P. Ridge Pleasant Ridge 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 15 Effingham Effingham 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 19 St. Benedict Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 29 Oskaloosa Oskaloosa 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 1 NEKL Play-In Game  TBA
Dec. 3 NEKL Quarterfinals  TBA
Dec. 6 NEKL Semifinals @ Everest TBA
Dec. 8 NEKL Finals @ Everest  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL
Jan. 3 Effingham Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 7 St. Benedict St. Benedict 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 Xavier Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 Oskaloosa Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 McLouth McLouth  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 Jeff North Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 24 Valley Falls Valley Falls 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 28 Everest Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 P. Ridge Pleasant Ridge 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 4 Effingham Effingham 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 7 St. Benedict Jackson Hts. 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 11 Xavier Xavier  4:30 p.m.
Feb. 14 Oskaloosa Oskaloosa 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 16 NEKL Play-In Game  TBA
Feb. 18 NEKL Quarterfinals  TBA
Feb. 21 NEKL Semifinals @ St. Benedict TBA
Feb. 23 NEKL Finals @ St. Benedict TBA

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
Nov. 30 Jeff North Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Dec. 4 Horton Horton  5 p.m.
Dec. 7 Effingham Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Dec. 14 Maur Hill Maur Hill  4:30 p.m.
Dec. 18 P. Ridge Pleasant Ridge 5 p.m.
Jan. 4 Oskaloosa Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Jan. 8 Valley Falls Valley Falls 5 p.m.
Jan. 11 McLouth Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Jan. 15 NC Tourn. Sabetha  TBA
Jan. 17 NC Tourn. Sabetha  TBA
Jan. 19 NC Tourn. Sabetha  TBA
Jan. 18 St. Marys (girls) St. Marys  4:45 p.m.
Jan. 22 Tourn.  Hiawatha  TBA
Jan. 24 Tourn.  Hiawatha  TBA
Jan. 26 Tourn.  Hiawatha  TBA
Jan. 25 St. Marys (boys) St. Marys  4:45 p.m.
Jan. 29 Jeff North Jeff North  5 p.m.

Feb. 1 Horton Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Queen of Courts

Feb. 5 Effingham Effingham 5 p.m.
Feb. 7 McLouth McLouth  5 p.m.
Feb. 12 Maur Hill Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Feb. 15 P. Ridge Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.
Feb. 19 Oskaloosa Oskaloosa 5 p.m.
Feb. 22 Valley Falls Jackson Hts. 5 p.m.

Senior Night
Feb. 25-Mar. 2 Sub-State TBA TBA
Mar. 6-9 State  Manhattan TBA

Spring Schedule
HIGH SCHOOL TRACK

Mar. 26   Holton  3:15 p.m.
April 2   Oskaloosa 4 p.m.
April 9   Royal Valley 3:30 p.m.
April 11-12 Pre-State Wichita  TBA
April 16   Jackson Hts. 3 p.m.
April 18   Rosssville 2 p.m.
April 23   Silver Lake 3 p.m.
April 26 Seaman Relays   3 p.m.
April 30   Nem. Central 3 p.m.
May 9 NEKL  Jeff North  3 p.m.
May 17 Regionals TBA  TBA
May 24-25 State  Wichita  TBA

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK
Apr. 2   Everest/Horton 1:30 p.m.
Apr. 11   St. Marys  2 p.m.
Apr. 18   Jeff North  1 p.m.
Apr. 22   Holton  2 p.m.
Apr. 25   Rossville  12:30 p.m.
Apr. 29   Jackson Hts. 2 p.m.
May 2 NEKL  Effingham 10:30 a.m.
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