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SPORTS Wednesday
Young, feisty basketball teams make
strides towards the end of the season
Another middle school boys
basketball season is in the books after
Holton, Jackson Heights and Royal
Valley all wrapped up competition
recently.
While no team was able to claim
league champion honors this season,
that doesn’t mean there was a lack
of competitive basketball in Jackson
County. In fact, to hear the middle
school coaches talk about the season,
there was a lot of progress made by
all teams from start to finish.
Royal
Valley’s
eighth-grade
team finished their competitive
schedule on a bit of a hot streak by
knocking off league runner-up Perry
Lecompton (43-34), nearly upsetting
league champion Sabetha (40-45)
and winning three of its last four
games.
That included a 46-23 win over
Hiawatha to close out the season
and one unifying trait through the
Panthers’ success was an aggressive
streak that head coach Justin Moore
said was characteristic of his team in
the final week and a half.
“I think that our ability to get to
the rim was a factor and then also
our defense from the full court and
even the half court perspective, with
our kids taking charges and playing
better team defense, was huge for
us,” Moore said. “If somebody
would’ve watched our practice at
the beginning of the year and then
seen us play, they would’ve seen a
completely different team and that
credit goes to our guys. All the credit
goes to them.”
From the beginning, Moore said
he just asked the players to be
coachable and about four games into
the season they started to understand
the benefits of that and opened up to
how the coaching staff was trying to
help them grow as players.
What the Panthers already brought
to the table was toughness and a will
to win.
So, while the RVMS eighth-grade
team had some wins that stuck out
this season, like that game against
the Kaws or a rematch at home
against Jeff West in which Royal
Valley avenged an early season loss
with a 40-21 victory, none of that
success was all that surprising to the

coach or his players.
“I think our kids went into every
game expecting to win, to be honest,”
Moore said. “I don’t know if there
was any sort of shock for me when
we beat teams. I knew when our kids
came ready to play we could hang
with anybody.”
Now, Moore said the sky is the
limit for this group of eighth-graders
who finished 9-5 this season and
third in the Big Seven League. The
seventh-grade A team, meanwhile,
finished 8-6 and fourth in the league.
No B team records were received for
Royal Valley.
———
For the Holton eighth-grade team,
this year was one of transition,
with several new players coming
to the forefront for the team with a
number of athletes from last year’s
seventh-grade team switching focus
to wrestling.
While the Wildcats fell to ACCJHS
45-33 in the season finale, coach
Brian Hickman noted the team was
making waves in the final stretch of
the season.
“Our main goal was to work to
improve and to learn how to be
competitive. Six of our last seven
games in the second half of the
season, I really thought we played
well,” Hickman said.
The eighth-grade team matched its
win total from a year ago midway
through the season, which Hickman
said was a good sign and they also
made strides on the defensive end,
which he said was the main goal for
the team coming into the season.
Moving on, Hickman said this
group’s work ethic will serve them
well in high school especially after
handling a sort-of rebuilding season
so well while still in middle school.
“They knew they had a long
ways to go and they had realistic
expectations about wins and losses,
but they understand that it’s about
improving their skills first so they
can be competitive down the road,”
Hickman said. “I thought they had
a really good focus on that. They
had good attitudes and they practice
really hard.”
Holton’s eighth-grade A team
finished 4-10 and sixth in the league,

while the B team finished with an
identical 4-10 record.
———
The seventh-grade team at Holton
faced some similar issues with
the Wildcats struggling to a 2-12
record and a seventh-place finish in
the league, but coach Alex Bartel
credited his players for continuing to
improve and noted there is a lot of
potential with this group.
Given the conditions the seventhgrade team had to work through, with
6 a.m. practices every day except for
game days, Bartel said his players
took it all in stride and continued
to put in the work on fundamentals
and defense that the coaching staff
stressed throughout the season.
It was also an accomplishment to
start the season with 21 players and
finish the season with 21 players,
which Bartel said was a credit to his
players’ work ethic. He noted this
will be a fun group to watch develop
and after closing the season with a
44-19 victory over ACCJHS, he was
even wishing for some more games
to continue to see that growth first
hand.
“The boys have worked really
hard all year long and it was good
to see their development and growth
and we were able to execute well
against them,” Bartel said. “It was
wonderful to see their improvement
and how they’re improving and I
wish we could play more basketball
because we could see their growth
some more.”
No record was reported for the
Holton seventh-grade B team.
———
One of the teams to take the
toughest losses in Jackson County
this season was the Jackson Heights
Middle School boys, as the A team
lost a total of nine games and six of
those contests were decided by five
points or less.
Despite that, the Cobras closed
with a bang in the Northeast Kansas
League tournament. Heights led
almost the entire way in a quarterfinal
rematch with Valley Falls, only to
fall short by one point.
Then, the JHMS A team took its
frustrations out on Pleasant Ridge
and JCN in the consolation bracket,

winning those games by a combined
41 points on the way to a fifth-place
league finish.
“We had to overcome a lot of
adversity over the course of the year
with all those tough losses. Before
the tournament, we all sat down with
them and said, ‘hey look guys, we
could easily be a one or two seed
right now and be looking to win
this tournament,’ and that’s what we
planned to do,” coach Caleb Wick
said. “We came up a little short there
in round one, but we finished off the
season strong, handling those last
two teams pretty good.”
In the Cobras’ final game against
JCN, the team had to make do without
Kolby Rethman, who suffered a knee
injury in the consolation semifinals.
Along with that, JCN presented
a new defensive challenge with a
triangle-and-two look in the game.
Heights took advantage of Lane
Thomas’ size advantage inside
and also adjusted well to the new
challenges despite being down one
key player.
“Whenever you do that and have to
change something on the fly, it’s all
about trusting each other and trusting
the system and they were able to do
that,” Wick said.
The Cobras had a pretty stable
rotation of players to give the team a
balanced look this season, according
to Wick, with Thomas holding down
the post along with Ty Childs and
Curtis Niehues, while guards Levi
Olberding, Cooper Williams and
Rethman were able to sink any zone
looks the team got on defense with
some strong shooting.
Wick also got the chance to implant
some ideas of what it will take to be
successful at the high school level,
something he believes this group has
a good chance to do in the years to
come.
“They have a bright future when
they get in high school if they
keep together as a team and keep
progressing physically and mentally,
just as athletes,” Wick said.
Jackson Heights’ A team finished
the season 7-9 and fifth in the NEKL.
The B team sported an identical
7-9 record, while the C team went
undefeated (13-0) this season.

Area basketball teams claim state trophies
A few area teams representing
the Big Seven, Northeast Kansas
and Twin Valley leagues extended
their stays at the state basketball
tournaments last weekend and came
away with plenty to show for their
efforts.
First, it should be noted though,
that a couple area teams went to the
wire in first round match-ups before
coming a little short. The Jeff West
girls gave eventual Class 4A-DII
state champion Hugoton all it could
handle in the first round before falling
54-49. That was the closest any team
would come to knocking off the
Eagles in the state tournament.
In Class 1A-Division II, the Axtell
boys nearly had similar success, but
came up just short in a 57-45 loss to
eventual state runner-up Beloit St.
John’s in the quarterfinals.
Fellow TVL foes Hanover
and Doniphan West cruised to a
championship showdown in Class
1A-DI, with the closest game between
the two in the first two rounds being
a 49-39 win for Doniphan West over
Pratt-Skyline.
In the final, the Wildcats and
Mustangs were actually locked in
a tight battle early with Hanover
clinging to a slim, two-point lead at
halftime. The third quarter was the
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difference, though, as top-seeded
Hanover exploded for 27 points and
held Doniphan West to 10 on the
way to a 58-36 victory to claim the
state title.
Big Seven champion Sabetha came
up a little short of a shot at a state
title in Class 3A, but the boys still
played well into the weekend.
After falling to Wichita Collegiate
in the semifinals, the Blue Jays
bounced back in the consolation
finals in Hutchinson on Saturday.
Sabetha had a workmanlike effort in
the game against Wellsville, steadily
building a 28-22 lead by halftime.
While the Eagles held a brief lead
in the third quarter, Sabetha remained
in control the rest of the way turning
a three-point lead at the start of the
fourth into a 55-48 victory to take
third place in Class 3A.
Sabetha had four players (Brett
Plattner, Kellen Russell, Kegan
Schumann and Calder Keehn) finish
in double digits in the third-place
game.
Finally, one other TVL team made
its mark in Class 2A as Washington
County was playing on the final day
of the high school basketball season
as well.
The Tigers ran into the top-seeded
Olpe Eagles in the third-place
game and while they hung around

CREEK
Seneca, Kansas

March 21 - NEK 1-Person Scramble
April 9 - NEK 2-Person Scramble
April 18 - NEK 3-Person Scramble
April 20 - Shriners
April 25 - Calin Strahm Foundation
May 3 - NCTC
May 8/9 - Member-Guest
May 19 - NEK 2-Person Senior Scramble
May 26 - High School State 1A Golf Tournament
May 29 - Catbackers
June 4 - KANEB
June 6 - Heritage Days
June 13 - Sts. Peter and Paul
June 19 - Hospital Foundation
June 20 - NE Kansas Jayhawk Club
June 21 - NEK Father/Child Scramble

throughout the game, Washington
County could never quite pull
ahead.
It was a five-point game at halftime
and the Tigers got within one point
in the third and two in the fourth,
but Olpe held off each rally on the
way to a 63-57 victory to claim third
while the Tigers finished fourth in
Class 2A.
Area girls basketball teams in
state action were led by Centralia in
Class 1A-DI, which made the state
championship game despite entering
the tournament as the seventh seed
in the field.
The Panthers routed their opponents
from Waverly (70-55) and St. Paul
(48-31) on the way to the title game,
but they ran into a red hot Hoxie
team in the midst of a state-record
94-game winning streak.
While Centralia gave the topseeded team its toughest test of the
tournament, taking a lead in the first
quarter and hanging around for most
of the game, a 10-point advantage in
the fourth quarter sealed the deal for
the Indians who claimed their fourth
straight state title on Saturday with a
67-53 victory.
Sabetha’s girls also found
themselves in the consolation final,
just like their male counterparts, but
the Lady Blue Jays came up just

2015 Tournament
Schedule
June 26 - NC Schools Foundation
June 27/28 - Club Championship/Ryder Cup
July 11 - Capital Campaign
July 16 - 2-Person Senior Scramble
July 19 - Baileyville KOC
August 1 - Legion
August 8 - Simon Dominic Crosier
August 11 - NEK 2-Person Senior Scramble
August 23 - NEK 2-Man/2-Woman Scramble
August 27 - NEK 2-Person Spring Creek Senior
Scramble
September 4 - Chamber
September 11/12 - George Heideman Memorial
September 17 - NEK 2-Person Age = 100+
October 24 - NEK 4-Person Scramble
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short of bringing home a matching
third-place trophy.
Despite an early 10-0 run to take
a lead, Sabetha trailed Silver Lake
26-23 at halftime and didn’t hold
a lead the rest of the game. The
deficit remained the same heading
into the fourth quarter and while the
Blue Jays got within one in the final
quarter, they couldn’t get over the
hump in a 51-50 loss to the Eagles to
finish fourth in Class 3A.
Valley Falls’ girls, meanwhile,
were the lone representative for
the Northeast Kansas League in
the championship rounds of state
competition this weekend as they
wrapped up their season at the Class
2A state tournament in Manhattan.
The Dragons fell to state runner-up
Moundridge in the semifinals and in
a fairly evenly matched game against
Meade in the consolation final, a slow
start hurt the team as Meade jumped
out to a 20-12 lead in the first quarter
and didn’t look back on the way to
a 60-51 victory on Saturday. Valley
Falls finished fourth in Class 2A.
With a lot of underclassmen
returning for area state qualifiers in
2015-2016, it would seem there are
plenty of reasons to be optimistic for
more positive results next season as
well.

Spring sports are
almost set to start
Once

spring break comes to a
conclusion at the end of this week, high
school athletes around Jackson County
will quickly be turning their attention to
the start of the spring sports season.
For some squads, the season starts right
away as the Royal Valley baseball team
has its first varsity games against Clay
Center this coming Monday, March 23.
The Panther softball team and Holton
baseball will follow suit with seasonopeners next Thursday and Saturday,
respectively, while the Wildcat softball
team won’t start the season until April
9.
Track will get under way in Jackson
County on March 31, with Holton
hosting Jackson Heights and numerous
other teams in a home meet and, finally,
golf will start in the first full week of
April as Royal Valley will be competing
at the Jeff West Invitational on April 7
and Holton will take part in the Hiawatha
Invitational on April 10.
Look for previews on all the previously
mentioned teams in upcoming editions
of The Holton Recorder as well as full
spring sports schedules.

JHHS senior guard Seth Holliday (shown above, at right) dishes
off to a teammate in last Wednesday’s state tournament game
against Central Plains. While the Jackson Heights boys were the
only basketball team in the county to make it to state this year,
there were plenty of highlights for the rest of the teams and some
of them can be seen in the photo recap on page 7A.
Photo by Kelly Breckunitch

Twin Valley Boys All-League Basketball
Name
Year School
First team
Collin Jasper
Sr. Troy
Will Bruna
So. Hanover
Cooper Leach
Jr.
Doniphan West
Elijah Smith
Sr. Valley Heights
Konnor Penning
Jr.
Washington County
Kyle McGatlin
Jr.
Washington County
Jeffrey Watts
Sr. Doniphan West
Hunter Nicholson
Sr. Hanover
Nathan Gaarder
Sr. Troy
Austin Diederich
Sr. Hanover
Jarod Gronewoller
Sr. Onaga
Gage Woodyard
Sr. Valley Heights
Second team
Jeremy Hoelscher
Wyatt Cordell
Jacob Studer
Chad Gross
Andrew Bruna
Braden Deters
Cole Thompson
Joe Ferron

Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Jr.
Jr.
Sr.

Wetmore
Onaga
Frankfort
Linn
Hanover
Centralia
Washington County
Centralia

Twin Valley Girls All-League Basketball
Name
Year School
First team
Erin Alexander
Sr. Washington County
Sidney Blackburn
Sr. Valley Heights
Brandi Roepke
Jr.
Valley Heights
Kierston Talbot
Jr.
Axtell
Nicole Ohlde
Sr. Linn
Liz Hasenkamp
Sr. Centralia
Dakota McQueen
So. Wetmore
Courtney Moore
Sr. Washington County
Amaris Jones
Sr. Centralia
Courtney Heinen
Jr.
Axtell
Second team
Breanna Smith
Paige Doebele
Riley Doebele
Kayla Smith
Regan Gibson
Cassidy Hauffler
Kesia Thalmann
Gerae Haverkamp
Abra Shirley
Megan Plummer

Sr.
Jr.
So.
Fr.
Sr.
So.
Sr.
Jr.
Jr.
So.

Troy
Hanover
Hanover
Valley Heights
Doniphan West
Centralia
Linn
Wetmore
Frankfort
Blue Valley

Honorable Mention
Heidi Stegman
Katie Glatczak

Sr.
Fr.

Washington County
Centralia

