BECK BOOKMAN LIBRARY
Bookman Library was established in
1897 by the first Holton literary group,
The Bookman Club, which organized
the preceding year. The young women
were the sole support of the library.
Members acted as volunteer librarians.
On April 4, 1919, by vote of the
people, the city of Holton took over the
ownership of the library in order to
make a city levy for support. The
library was in rented quarters, 430 1/2
Pennsylvania (old Kansas State Bank),
420 1/2 New York Avenue, 213 1/2
West 5th Street (upstairs of the Gilk’s
Potato Chip Factory) and 311 New
York Avenue until 1952 when the
current library facility was built.
With a generous trust from Edward
S. Beck, and a bequest from the Jesse
and Nellie Bender family, the Beck Bookman Library was built. The library is named in honor of Major and Mrs. Milton
Moses Beck, pioneer residents of the town, and the Bookman Club. The children’s room is named The Bender Room in
honor of Nellie Wenner Bender, who was a charter member of the Bookman Club.
The library houses the book collections of Edward S. Beck, former managing editor of the Chicago Tribune, and
William Volker of Kansas City, Mo. Mr. Volker was a successful industrialist and philanthropist, who married Rose
Roebke of Holton, a member of the Bookman Club.
With a stock of 50 books when the library opened in 1897, the collection has grown to 27,000 items including books,
magazines, audio books and movies. As a member of NEXT, the online shared catalog of the North East Kansas Library
System, patrons are enable to access more than one million items as well as downloadable ebooks, movies and
audiobooks. Printing, faxing, computer and wifi access are also available for public use.
The library is supported by municipal, county, and state funds as well as charitable gifts and trusts.
Beck Bookman Library is governed by a seven-member board. The current staff includes Amy Austin, director;
Helen Murphy Plankinton, library technology support specialist; Gail Schmitz, library assistant; Susan Schirmer, library
assistant; and Linda Porter, library assistant. Shown above, left to right, are Schirmer, Plankinton, Schmitz, Porter and
Austin.

