
It’s That
Time Again!

Ready or Not...

Welcome Back Students, Teachers & Administration!

Dan Degenhardt, DVM • Caitlin Beall, DVM
bcah@embarqmail.com

www.bannercreekanimalhospital.com
22290 US 75 Hiway, Holton, KS 66436

(785) 364-4560

Welcome Back
Students!

Don’t Forget Your
Apple for the Teacher!

Call us for all your plumbing needs.
Bell Plumbing

364-4434 • 417 E. 5th St. • Holton

Insurance • Investments
www.fbfs.com

6th & Hwy. 75, Holton

Rob Wareham
Mitchell Nicol

364-2111

Welcome Back to School!
Have a Good (2016-2017)

School Year!

Welcome Back
Teachers and Students!

Do your best in
academics and athletics!
McManigal Electric

Chris McManigal
935-2555    364-7893-mobile

409 New York • West side of the Holton Square

Event Space Available • Receptions • Meetings
Weddings • Reunions • Training Sessions

Phone: 785-362-6043 • Cell: 785-851-7211
Owner: Erin Lassey • Visit us on Facebook: PennysHolton

Pennysholton@gmail.com

The mediocre teacher tells. 
The good teacher explains. 

The superior teacher demonstrates. 
The great teacher inspires.

William Arthur Ward

Welcome Back To School.... may you be inspired!

Sign up for our Rewards Program.

Nicole Meerpohl, OD • Leslie Gallagher, OD, FAAO
121 W. 4th St. • Holton • 785-364-5000 • www.lifetimeholton.com

l i f e t i m e e y e c a r e

Remember...
Vision is important

to learning.

Welcome back
students

and teachers!

2016-17
A special supplement to The Holton Recorder

Monday, July 25, 2016

Don’t forget the first day of school!
•Holton

Enrollment: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday, Aug.  4, Holton High 
School commons area
First day of school: Thursday, Aug. 18 for pre-K through 
ninth grade; Friday, Aug. 19 for grades 10-12

•Royal Valley
Enrollment: Noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2 at RVHS for 
all returning students; Noon to 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 3 at 
individual attendance centers for new students
First day of school: Wednesday, Aug. 17 

•Jackson Heights
Enrollment: 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 3 at the elementary commons (K-6) or the high school 
office (7-12)
First day of school: Thursday, Aug. 18

Welcome 
Back!

STORE-WIDE
SALE!

July 25 – July 30
Up to 65% off*

*excluding stadium chairs.

Screen Printing, Embroidery,
Vinyl Graphics & More!

Screen Printing, Embroidery,
Vinyl Graphics & More!

LASTING IMPRESSIONS
123 Dakota, Holton • 364-4900 • lastingimpressionsofks.com

e-mail: info@lastingimpressionsofks.com

Daily Bogo 
Deals!

-see store for details.

50%
off!

at

Closing at 5:30 p.m.
on July 27 for the Parade!

School Shirts-
25% Off

Luggage-
25% off

Back Packs – $3

Wall Art-
Pictures-

1/2 of LOWEST 
Price!

15% Off
School

Supplies!

Regular Hours:
Mon.-Fri.: 9 am-6 pm

Sat.: 9 am-5 pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS IN JULY

Sale ends
July 30, 
2016.

Sale ends
July 30, 
2016.

Check out what’s new at...
•Holton: Page 2
•Royal Valley: Page 6
•Jackson Heights: Page 10



A.D.S.
DISTRIBUTING, 

INC.
•Commercial
• Residential

Holton • 364-2364

Welcome Back
to School!

Let us help you with
all your building needs. 

Chris Gross
Construction

785-364-5600

Fresh Start 
Learning 
Center 

is Enrolling
Enrollment and Classes

begin August 18th.
Call 364-5664 

or stop by 501 Dakota (old fairbuilding), Holton
Come back to school and finish 

your High School Diploma.

• Flexible Hours: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
• Online Curriculum: Work from home
• Lots of Teacher Help: 24/7 Availability

“We Want You” so don’t delay.
See us today to obtain your High School Diploma!

If you are 18 years or older, you can get your
high school diploma. Twenty-one students completed the 

requirements to earn a high school diploma last year.
Make it your year – get yours!

Harshaw Accounting &
Tax Service, LLC

Leesa M. Harshaw, EA, PA, MBA, ABA, ARA, ATP
111 S. Topeka Ave., Holton • 785-364-2387

     New Clients / Accounts Welcome

3, 2, 1... Countdown begins...

Have a great school year!

Haug Construction, Inc.
                Steve & John Haug
          13136 222nd Rd., Holton

364-3375

Hey Kids!
Time to Quit Hanging Around!

It’s BACK TO SCHOOL Time!

785-364-2126 Holton   •   785-986-6330 Hoyt  •  785-866-4775 Wetmore

785-364-2116
1110 Columbine Dr.

www.holtonhospital.com

Do you know that kids age 11-18
still need vaccinations?

It is recommended they receive
Tdap, Meningococcal conjugate,

and HPV vaccines.
Call 364-2126 today to schedule

your pre-teen or teen’s immunization.
Quality Care Close to Home!

     Morrissey Law Office, Inc.
Alexandria S. Morrissey, Attorney-at-Law

Wills • Trusts • Probate • Adoption • Criminal Law

111 W. 4th Street, P.O. Box 366,  Holton, KS • 785-364-0158

Welcome Back To All Students and Teachers!

make sure 
your car
is ready
for the

2016-2017 
school year!

HOLTON AUTO PARTS
“Your NAPA Jobber is the Right Place to Go.”

785-364-3136 • 410 Pennsylvania, Holton
Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Thanks for reading
The Holton Recorder!
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Members of the Holton USD 336 Board of Education are, from left in the top photo, Orin Marshall, Carl Matousek, 
Shelby Patch, Mike Ford, Rex Frazier, Bob Phillips and Allen Arnold. In the photo above, the board is seen taking ac-
tion at a recent meeting. Photo above by David Powls

By David Powls
It’s a very exciting time in 

Holton USD 336.
The construction of the new 

Holton Elementary School for 
grades pre-kindergarten through 
fifth grade has been completed 
and now it is time to put the new 
school to work for the school 
district.

A public open house for the 
new school is being planned for 
2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 18, it 
has been reported.

At this time, the focus of the 
project has shifted from the 
school building itself to the 
public parking lot to be located 
directly east and south of the 
new school that will park 100 
vehicles.

The new elementary school, 
at just under 90,000 square feet, 
has 38 classrooms and will serve 
about 650 children all under one 
roof, with 46 teachers, taking the 
place of both Colorado Elemen-
tary School (for grades pre-k-2) 
and Central Elementary School 
(for grades 3-5).

The exterior of the new 
school features red brick and 
split face block limestone and 
includes high energy-efficient 
windows that shade any bright 
sunlight entering, but allows for 
full daylight view looking out. 

Most of the Colorado school 
was demolished to make room 
for a parking lot for the new 
school. The newer addition part 
of Colorado on the south end of 
the campus remains.

The new school has so many 
extraordinary features that it is 
difficult to name them all.

Here’s a few:
*The school bus pick up and 

delivery location on the west 

side of the new school is de-
signed to accommodate a lot 
of buses and a lot of kids. Bus 
students will enter the school at 
the lower level front door at the 
southwest part of the building.

*The lower area of the school 
grounds, on the southwest cor-
ner, will serve as an outdoor 
nature study area with lots of 
native grasses, flowers, bushes, 
etc. That area will also serve as 
a water runoff retaining area for 
the school. All roofs will drain 
to that area where runoff will be 
collected for a slower, second-
ary drain off at the southwest 
corner of the campus.

*The student drop off and 
pick up location in the front of 
the school on the upper south 
side is designed for safety and a 
good flow of traffic for parents. 
There will also be a visitors 
parking lot at that area.

*Across the street to the west, 
north of the old Jackson County 
Fair Building, there will be an-
other school parking lot. Teach-
ers who have classrooms on that 
side of the school will park there 
and enter at the lower front en-
trance – the same entrance for 
the bus kids.

*For the most part, student 
lockers in the new elementary 
school are located in the class-
rooms.

*The classrooms for each 
grade are spacious and grouped 
together and carry a common 
color scheme, as do the hall-
ways. Only the small-sized kin-
dergarten lockers will be locat-
ed outside of the classroom in a 
commons-type open area.

Some of the classroom walls 
are painted with “white board 
paint’’ that students can write 

New elementary school ready in Holton
on with marker pens. They are 
easily erasable.

*Each grade level area has 
its own set of bathrooms and a 
small commons-like area. Wash 
stations are located just outside 
the bathrooms. Each grade lev-
el also has smaller “pull-out’’ 
classrooms where teachers can 
work privately with students 
one-on-one or two-on-two.

Each grade level area also 
includes special reading rooms 
and special education rooms 
(called pull-out rooms) that will 
be used for extra, more-individ-
ualized student instruction and 
as testing locations.

*Local history will be an im-
portant theme in the new school. 
There will be a Jim Lane Cabin 
– a pioneer style cabin – built in 
the school to be used for educa-
tional purposes.

In the pre-school area, there 
will be a sensory room to help 
kids with hand-eye coordina-
tion. That room will include a 
modern-day covered wagon.

*The new school has a nice, 
spacious library with a pull-up 
portable wall so large groups can 
spill out into a hallway area.

*The new school will have 
“wobbly chairs’’ for some stu-
dents who need that to maintain 
their focus on school work.

There will also be some stand-
ing desks for some students to 
use while they stand up.

*The new school has a large 
media room with a tall ceiling 
and a second-floor student view-
ing area for large assemblies.

The school board recently 
approved the purchase of new 
i-Pads, whiteboards and projec-
tors for the new school, also.

Other features of the new 
school include a nice-sized 
gymnasium and a stage area 
that opens from both the gym 
and from the cafeteria and an 
elevator for those who have dif-
ficulty navigating stairs and a 
nice kitchen area.

The front entrance of the new 
school will have all the latest 
technology regarding safety and 
security.

Office personnel will have a 
clear window view of everyone 
entering the school. The main 
entryway also has built-in glass 
showcase areas for rotating dis-
plays regarding local history.

The decision by Holton 
school patrons to build a new el-
ementary school could not have 
come at a better time.

State tax aid to help pay for 
the new school in Holton (and 
new schools located elsewhere 
all across the state) will cover 
58 percent of the $27.5 million 
principal cost. 

The year after Holton ap-
proved its school bond issue, 
the State Legislature decreased 
state aid for new schools by 22 
percent, making the new state 
aid match 36 percent. At this 
time, it is not clear whether state 
aid to help local Kansas com-
munities build new schools will 
even exist in future years. 

Continued to Page 5
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Back To School 
In Style T-Shirts •

Sweatshirts •
Letter Jackets •

See us for custom designs for your 
clubs, teams and special events!

401 Michigan Ave., Holton, KS

FOSTER FORD, INC.
Hwy. 75  •  Holton, KS 66436  •  785-364-4646

Welcome Back 
Students and 

Teachers!

Welcome Back 
Students and 

Teachers!

Good Luck in the 2016-2017 School Year!

Stop by and see the NEWEST technology in dentistry.

Holton Medical Center
1100 Columbine Dr., Holton • 785-364-3038

holtondental@hotmail.com   •   www.holtondental.org

New Patients
Welcome!

HOURS:
M-F

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

S a m a n t h a   C.   R i e s c h i c k  D . D . S .

By Brian Sanders
For 15 years, Amy Haussler 

of Holton worked as a school 
psy chologist for the Holton 
Special Education Cooperative, 
most of that time under former 
long-term Director of Special 
Education Mark B. Wilson.

It was during Haussler’s 
second year with the co-op that 
she jok ingly told Wilson that 
one of these days, she would 
have his job.

“He laughed and said, ‘You 
mean this actual seat, or just 
being a director?’ I said, I’ll be 
a director. We’ll just see where 
I end up landing,” she said.

Starting with the 2016-17 
school year, Haussler will oc-
cupy the seat that Wilson re-
tired from five years ago. The 
USD 336 Board of Edu cation 
last week offered a contract 
to Haussler as the co-op’s di-
rector, taking over from Vicki 
Vossler.

Haussler, who’s been work-
ing the last four years as direc-
tor of special education for the 
Marshall-Nemaha Educational 
Services Co operative in Sen-
eca, couldn’t be happier.

“Making this move back to 
Holton, in a sense, is like com-
ing back home,” Haussler said. 
“I feel like I was pretty much 
raised in the Holton co-op, 
when it comes to my career in 
special education. So I already 
have a lot of prior knowl edge of 
how the Holton co-op works.”

During her 15 years with 
the Holton co-op, she said she 
was also able to build good 
relationships with staff mem-
bers and families in the com-
munity. Coming back to Hol-
ton, she said will give her an 

opportunity to build on those 
rela tionships.

Haussler also sees the Hol-
ton co-op as a source of end-
less opportu nities for growth.

“Holton’s co-op has always 
been very rich in available re-
sources,” she said. “There are 
just so many opportunities to 
build on that and strengthen 
the services and the quality 
of services that are provided 
to students. I don’t know that 
there’s a lot in the co-op that 
needs to be changed, because 
there are so many great things 
that have hap pened there over 
the years.”

One of those great things, 
she said, was Wilson’s leader-
ship — and influence.

“I still keep in touch with 
him, and he’s still kind of a 
father figure to me,” Haussler 
said of Wilson. “You look back 

at the stability the co-op had 
under Mark, and he was there 
for 31 years. And I looked up 
to him, I had so much respect 
for him. I still do.”

It was, in fact, Wilson — 
and his assistant and later pre-
decessor, Vicki Smith — who 
encouraged Haussler to seek 
a degree in ad ministration in 
2008, she said. 

“They gave me that push 
that I needed to step up and 
start learning how to do this,” 
she said.

Already having earned her 
Ed.S. in school psychology 
from the University of Nebras-
ka at Kearney, she sought ad-
ministrative degrees from Em-
poria State University, earning 
a building leadership de gree in 
2009 and a district leader ship 
degree in 2012.

That was the year she took 
on her current position with 
Marshall-Nemaha, and while 
she’s grateful for what she ac-
complished there, Vossler’s 
departure opened the door for 
her to cut the commute and 
work closer to home. She’s 
lived in Holton for nearly two 
dec ades with husband (and 
Holton High School teacher) 
Kurt, with whom she has two 
children.

“It’s time to come home,” 
she said. “My kids are at the 
point where, with AJ as a soph-
omore and Faith as an eighth-
grader this year, I’m going to 
have two in high school next 
year. It’s going to be good to 
be home and be available to 
them.”

(Editor’s note: This article 
originally appeared in The 
Holton Recorder in May.)

Amy Haussler

Haussler returns to Holton to
lead Special Ed Cooperative
n New director previously worked 15 years with co-op

New Holton teachers

Stephanie Ryan
Stephanie Ryan, 29, is a new 

fourth grade teacher in the Hol-
ton school district this year.

Stephanie graduated from 
Hesston High School in 2004 
and then attended college at 
Wichita State University where 
she earned a bachelor’s degree 
in education. She also earned a 
master’s degree in school leader-
ship at Baker University.

Stephanie served three years 
in education at Discovery In-
termediate School at Goddard, 
one year at Kingman and most 
recently served as a fifth grade 
teacher for two years at Lincoln 
Elementary School at Wellington.

She and her husband, Tyler, 
enjoy riding horses, going to ro-
deos, traveling and hiking.

Tyler Ryan
Tyler Ryan, 33, is a new busi-

ness/computers teacher at Hol-
ton High School this year. He is 
familiar with the Holton school 
district, as he was a coach and 
student-teacher here in 2005.

Tyler’s hometown is Ben-
ton. He graduated from Kansas 
State University at Manhattan in 

Tyler (left) and Stephanie Ryan Taylor Lewis

2005.
Most recently, he was a teach-

er at Wellington High School 
for four years and also served as 
coach for the football and track 
teams there.

Tyler’s wife, Stephanie, is also 
a new fourth grade teacher in the 
Holton school district this year.

Tyler’s hobbies include horses 
and football.

Taylor Lewis
Taylor Lewis, 24, of Topeka, 

is one of the newest additions 
to the Holton Special Education 
Coop erative as a behavior spe-
cialist, it was reported.

Lewis, a graduate of Wash-
burn Rural High School, gradu-
ated from Kansas State Univer-
sity with a bachelor of science in 
social work and later from Wash-
burn Univer sity with a master’s 
degree in social work with an 
emphasis on school social work.

She recently served as an in-
tern at Williams Magnet School 
in Topeka, doing clinical social 
work, and she also worked for a 
year as a case manager and so-
cial worker in child welfare.

Lewis and her husband, Tan-
ner, were married earlier this 
month. In her spare time, she 
said she enjoys knitting, walking 
and biking.

Christie Fearing
Christie Fearing is joining the 

Holton Special Education Coop-
erative this year as a behavior 
spe cialist, it was reported.

Fearing, a graduate of The 
Uni versity of Kansas, has a 
back ground working in residen-
tial fa cilities, foster care, men-
tal health facilities and schools. 
She enjoys reading, aerial lyra 
and playing “Pokemon Go” 
with her son.
More Teacher Profiles on Page 5
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HERE’S 
TO A 
GREAT
SCHOOL
YEAR!

4th & Colorado • 785-364-2468
OPEN: 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Sun.-Thur. • 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Patio
   is
     Open

4th & Colorado • 785-364-2468
OPEN: 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Sun.-Thur. • 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

Just 1 mile south of Holton on Hwy. 75 • 785-364-2871

401 New York • Holton

364-4944

Hours:
Mon. - Sat.:

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

$15
401 New York • Holton

364-4944

Up, Up and Away!
A New School Year Has Taken Flight!

only Jhett’s Pizza...
 Supporting All Area Schools!

Hmmm....

RECORDER Classifieds Get Results! 364-3141

In print. Online. www.holtonrecorder.net

VISIT US ON THE
WORLD WIDE WEB!

www.holtonrecorder.com
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www.holtonrecorder.com
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Call the Recorder.
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a
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Visit the
RECORDER

on the
Internet!
News, Photos,
Obituaries and
Classified Ads

online at
www.holtonrecorder.net

Visit the
RECORDER

on the
Internet!

www.holtonrecorder.net

Drop us a line and let us know! .
Letters to the editor can be dropped off at the Recorder office at

109 W. Fourth, or mail them to The Holton Recorder, P.O. Box 311, Holton
KS 66436. E-mail also available: holtonrecorder@embarqmail.com

What’s on
your mind?

ews
  tip?Ngot

a
Call the Recorder.

364-3141

RECORDER Classifieds Get Results! 364-3141

Ron Kirk’s 
Body Shop

PHONE: 785-364-2931

501 VERMONT
HOLTON, KS

WE TAKE THE DENTS OUT OF ACCIDENTS.

Have A Great Year!

Jeff Price
Jeff Price, 47, is the new as-

sistant director of the Holton 
Special Education Cooperative 
this year.

Jeff previously served 16 
years with Tri-County Special 
Education based at Indepen-
dence - nine years as a school 
psychologist and seven years as 
a coordinator.

Jeff also worked four years 
at Parsons State Hospital and 
Training Center – two years as 
an adult education activity direc-
tor and two years as a building 
administrator.

Jeff, a Parsons native, gradu-
ated from Labette County High 
School in 1987. He earned an 
associate of arts degree from La-
bette County Community Col-
lege in 1994.

From there, Jeff went to Pitts-
burg State University where he 
earned a bachelor of science de-
gree in psychology in 1996 and 
a master of science degree in 
psychology in 1997, an educa-
tion specialist/school psychol-
ogy degree in 1998 and a master 
of science degree in education 
leadership in 2008.

Jeff and his wife, Cheryl, have 
four grown children and a seven-
year-old. His hobbies include 
“anything mechanical in nature’’ 
such as custom and classic cars 
and motorcycles.

Carlene McManigal
Carlene McManigal, 24, has 

been hired as a new third grade 
teacher in the Holton school dis-
trict.

A native of Holton, and a 
2010 graduate of Holton High 
School, Carlene is following in 
the footsteps of her mother who 
was also an elementary teacher 
for the district.

This will be Carlene’s fifth 
year as assistant volleyball 
coach at Holton High School. 
She has also worked as a substi-
tute teacher in the district and as 
a paraprofessional at Colorado 
Elementary School.

Carlene earned an associate 
of arts degree at Butler County 
Community College in 2012 
where she also played softball. 
She earned an elementary edu-
cation degree with special em-
phasis in middle school English/
language arts at Washburn Uni-

versity in 2016.
Carlene is a member of the 

First United Methodist Church 
of Holton and is currently train-
ing to compete in a half mara-
thon. She also has a pet dog 
named Archie.

Colby Wilson
Colby Wilson, 23, has been 

hired as a new kindergarten teach-
er in the Holton school district.

A native of Holton and a 2011 
graduate of Holton High School, 
Colby said she is very excited 
to be “back home’’ to start her 
teaching career.

“This is my first job classroom 
teaching in education,’’ she said.

After high school, Colby at-
tended Pittsburg State Universi-
ty. She then transferred to Kansas 
State University at Manhattan 
where she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education 
in December of 2015.

Colby served last year as a 
long-term substitute third-grade 
teacher at Royal Valley Elemen-
tary School for eight weeks and 
then served as a general educa-
tion paraprofessional at Jackson 
Heights Elementary School. 

Colby has many interests out-
side of teaching. She enjoys be-
ing outdoors and staying active 
with softball and volleyball. She 
loves to read and be around chil-
dren. She loves to go shopping 
and she loves to bake. On the 
weekends, she likes to go boat-
ing and spend time with her fam-
ily. She is a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Holton.

Jenny McElroy
Jennifer (Jenny) McElroy, 30, 

is a new kindergarten teacher in 
the Holton school district this 
year.

Jenny grew up in Cottonwood 
Falls and graduated from Chase 
County High School. After high 
school, she went to college at 
Kansas State University at Man-
hattan where she earned a bach-
elor of science degree. She also 
earned a bachelor of arts degree 
in elementary education at Fort 
Hays State University.

Jenny has worked as a kin-
dergarten paraprofessional and 
a special education paraprofes-
sional and most recently served 
as a first grade teacher in To-
peka.

More new Holton staff

Carlene McManigal Colby Wilson

Jenny McElroy
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Jeff Price

She and her husband Matt, 
who is a teacher for Highland 
Community College’s Holton 
campus, have one son, Meyer, 
born earlier this year at Holton 
Community Hospital.

Jenny’s interests outside of 
teaching and parenting include 
camping, gardening, attending 
KSU football games, crafting 
and spending time with her fam-
ily.

The McElroys are members of 
St. Dominic Catholic Church of 
Holton.

Gail Thomas
Gail Thomas of McLouth 

is joining the Holton Special 
Educa tion Cooperative this 
year as a physical therapist after 
working in the Lawrence school 
district for eight years.

Thomas, a graduate of 
McLouth High School, earned 
her bachelor of science degree 
in physical ther apy at The Uni-
versity of Kansas, then earned a 
master of science de gree in spe-
cial education at Kansas State 
University before returning to 
KU to earn her Doctor of Physi-
cal Therapy degree.

Thomas has worked as a 
physi cal therapist for several 
school dis tricts and is a member 
of the American Physical Thera-
py Asso ciation.

She and her husband, Jim, 
have three children. She enjoyes 
carriage driving and swimming 
in her spare time, she said.

Continued from Page 2
The teacher and school pa-

tron committee that helped de-
sign the new school did a good 
job.

The new school will be a 
source of pride in the district for 

many years to come. And when 
young families consider Holton 
as a potential new place to call 
home, the new school will defi-
nitely impress them.

Superintendent Dennis 
Stones said that some other 

Welcome Back
Students, Teachers & Staff
Have a Great School Year!

               Tami Shoemaker
            owner, stylist, color specialist (785) 305-1973
       Pam Bacon   stylist (785) 305-1973
   Julie Hesed   stylist (785) 364-6987

433 New York Ave., Holton

things that people should know 
about the new school are as fol-
lows:

*Holton now has a new 
school with all grade school 
students under one roof that is 
secure from outside intruders.

*This new school is a state-
of-the -art facility that is aes-
thetically pleasing with soft 
calming colors.

*The new school will be 
able to have physical education 
classes, without the interruption 
of lunch. At the old schools, the 
physical education class was 
held in the lunchroom.

New Holton school...
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Don’t miss a single issue!
We report on all area school news, 

including student awards, honor rolls, 
special events, school board meetings 

and sports.
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• Free Super Start Breakfast
 • Free Cable w/HBO

• Handicap Accessible 
Rooms

• Truck Parking Available
• Laundry Facilities

• Room Refrigerators & 
Microwaves Upon Request

FREE HIGHSPEED
WIRELESS INTERNET

300 S. Arizona, Holton, KS
785-364-1988

AMEX

Welcome 
Back To 
School!

Good luck to all
area students.

Have a good year.

CUSTOM BUILDING
AND REMODELING

785-364-2425
23590 T Road, Holton
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Members of the Royal Valley USD 337 Board of Education include (front row, left to right) Ann Kelly, Cindy Broxterman, 
Pat Tuck, (back row, from left) Jeff Stithem, Jim O’Toole and Boone Smith. Not pictured is Linda Hegemann.
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By Ali Holcomb
A familiar face has returned 

to Royal Valley USD 337 to 
lead the district as it enters the 
2016-2017 school year.

Aaric Davis, who served in 
a variety of capacities at Royal 
Valley for 12 years, is back in 
the district as superintendent 
after a three-year absence. Prior 
to his return, Davis served as 
the principal at Hartford Jr./Sr. 
High School in Southern Lyon 
County USD #252.

“I wanted to come back to 
Royal Valley because I really 
enjoyed my time here,” Davis 
said. “There are a lot of great 
people to work with, and I’m 
just happy to be back. It’s a 
great place to work.”

Davis spent 12 years in the 
district from 2001 to 2013, 
starting as a math teacher and 
a coach at the high school. He 
was then promoted to assistant 
high school principal in 2008. 
He served as the middle school 
principal for the 2011-2012 and 
2012-2013 school years. 

Originally from rural Em-
poria, Davis graduated from 
Northern Heights High School 
and then earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in secondary mathematics 
from Emporia State University 
in 2001. 

He received his master’s de-
gree in educational administra-
tion from ESU four year later 
and completed additional certi-
fication and earned his superin-
tendent license in 2011. 

Davis and his wife, Carrie, 
have three daughters. 

Davis said that, as superinten-
dent, he wants to get to know the 
patrons of the district and that he 
has an “open door” policy.

 “I’m an open person, and I 
am always willing to listen to 
anyone about their needs,” he 
said. “The district office is open 
if anyone needs to share some-
thing positive or something they 
would like to see done differ-
ently.”

Since he’s been gone for three 
years, Davis said he will spend 
the first few months getting re-
acquainted with the district staff 
and administrators.

“I’m going to start out by 
gauging how things are cur-
rently operating,” he said. “As 
far as personal goals for myself, 
this is my first year in a super-
intendent role and there’s going 
to be a learning curve and some 
challenges, and I plan on attack-
ing things head on as they come 
to me.”

Davis said he’s been im-
pressed with how the use of 
technology in the classroom has 
grown since he left RV. 

“We have a one-to-one tech-
nology initiative in place with 
Chromebooks, and I enjoy 
watching students use technol-
ogy to learn,” he said. 

He said he’s also excited to 
be back working with all the ad-
ministrators and staff at Royal 
Valley.

“Hands down, this is an in-
credible group of people to 
work with from the leadership 
to the teachers,” he said. “We 
also have incredible facilities 
for our students and teachers to 
work out of. I’m just glad to be a 
part of it all, and I’m very grate-
ful for the opportunity to serve 
in this role.”

Besides the addition of Davis, 
several other changes will be 
noted as students and teachers 
return to school in August, es-
pecially among the three school 
buildings.

At the middle school in May-
etta, several updates were made 
to the middle school gymna-
sium, including a fresh coat of 
paint and the installation of new 
gym lockers in both the girls and 
boys locker rooms, Davis said.

The number of class periods 

Davis ready for first year as RV’s superintendent

Aaric Davis
for seventh- and eighth-grade 
students at the middle school 
was also reconfigured, Davis 
said. Instead of nine 42-minute 
periods, students will now have 
eight 50-minute periods. 

“This will allow the teachers 
more time with the students,” 
Davis said. 

The entryway at the elemen-
tary school in Hoyt received an 
update this summer with the in-
stallation of an new touch screen 
display, which will be used to 
showcase videos or photos of 
projects by each classroom in 
the school.

“Parents (visiting the schools) 
can select the grade level and 
teacher and search projects from 
the class,” Davis said. “This will 
help families visiting get a better 
sense of what their children are 
working on in their classes.”

Royal Valley Elementary 
School Principal Noah Slay 
presented information about the 
interactive board to the board of 
education in March. 

The equipment was purchased 
and installed by SectorNow of 
Lincoln, Neb., at a total cost of 
$14,087.30 for the first year of 
service.

Both the kitchens in Mayetta 
and Hoyt schools were updated 
with new lighting, ceiling tiles 
and some new appliances. New 
lights were also added to the 
high school gym.

In May, 85 additional 
Chromebook laptop computers 
were purchase to expand the 
district’s one-to-one technology 
initiative to grades fifth through 
12.

The laptops were purchased 
from Twotrees Technologies 
of Wichita at a total cost of 
$26,886.

At the high school, students 
are each assigned a Chrome-
book, which they can use and 
take back and forth from home 
to school with parent permis-

sion. 
At the middle school, stu-

dents are assigned a Chrome-
book for use just at school, and 
the laptops are not allowed to 
leave school grounds.

“We’re getting really close to 
having an iPad available for ev-
eryone at the elementary school, 
too,” he said.

No new textbooks or cur-
riculum were adopted for this 
coming year, but Davis said 
staff and administrators will be 
reviewing elementary reading 
and language arts curriculum 
throughout the year for possible 
adoption for next school year.

Following board action in 
January, the district is now in 

contract with Providence Work-
ing Canines to conduct 10 ran-
dom searches next year at both 
the high school and middle 
school starting this fall.

The specially-trained dogs 
can detect illicit substances, 
alcohol beverages, commonly 
abused medications and numer-
ous firearms, it was reported. 

The estimated cost for the 
one-year contract is $6,000 plus 
expenses. 

In years past, the Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office pro-
vided drug-sniffing dogs at the 
school two to three times a year 
for random searches.

The first day of school for 
all students in the district is 

Wednesday, Aug. 17. One-stop 
enrollment for all returning stu-
dents is scheduled from noon 
to 6 p.m. at the high school on 

Tuesday, Aug. 2. New students 
will enroll on Wednesday, Aug. 
3, at the individual school build-
ings, it was reported. 

F A R M E R S®

Auto • Home • Life • Business
• Workers Compensation

Marcia Berggren, 
Agent

307 Montana Ave., Holton, Kansas 66436
Bus.: 785-364-0124 • Cell: 785-844-0844

Fax: 785-364-0125 • mberggren@farmersagent.com

Marcia Berggren Agency

Drs. Rutherford & Peterson Dental Offices
208 W. 4th, Holton • 364-4636

We Love Kids!
Have a Great 

School Year and 
don’t forget to
start your day 

with good
oral care!

welcome back
students!

let’s start the 
year off right!

USD #337
ROYAL VALLEY
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Congratulations!
It’s Back to School Time!

Celebrate!
2 Kirks Fireworks

Pyrotechnic Displays
Licensed • Insured • & Committed to Safety

E-mail: 2kirksfireworks@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook for news and upcoming events.

785-741-4362 • 785-207-0471

2 Kirks Fireworks
Pyrotechnic Displays

Licensed • Insured • & Committed to Safety
E-mail: 2kirksfireworks@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook for news and upcoming events.
785-741-4362 • 785-207-0471

Al’s 
Overhead 
Door 
Service, 
Inc.
(785) 286-2555
5000 NW 35th St.
Topeka, KS

Ready or not,
here we
come!

It’s Back To
School Time!

Sullivan Construction
785-364-4516 • Holton, Kan.

cell: 785-364-7017

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL CONCRETE

Welcome Back
Students &

Administrators

TACO BELL
325 S. Arizona Ave., Holton • 785-364-1989

HOURS: Sun.-Thurs. 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-11 p.m.

Have a great school year!
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Kayleen Fleming 
Kayleen Fleming, 28, has 

been named the eighth-grade 
language arts teacher at Royal 
Valley Middle School.

For the past two years, Flem-
ing worked at Highland Park 
High School in Topeka teach-
ing English and Pre Advanced 
Placement English to freshmen 
students. 

She taught sixth- through 
eighth-grade Honors English 
at Kearney Public Schools in 
Kearney, Neb. for three years. 

She is a native of Manhattan 
and graduated from Manhattan 
High School in 2006. She re-
ceived her bachelor of science 
degree in education degree from 
The University of Kansas in 
2010. 

She received a master of sci-
ence degree in curriculum and 
instruction from KU in 2011.  

In her free time, she enjoys 
horseback riding (hunter/jump-
er). She is engaged to Jason 
Hisle; they plan to wed in March. 

Andrew Gower 
Andrew Thomas Gower, 33, 

will be teaching eighth-grade 
math at RVMS. He will also 
continue to serve as an assis-
tant high school boys basketball 
coach.

Gower has worked at U.S. 
Foods, Inc. as an inventory lead 
for the past 11 years.

A native of Topeka, Gower 

Royal Valley welcomes three teachers

Kayleen Fleming Andrew Gower Nathan Smith
graduated from Royal Valley 
High School in 2001. He re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in 
business administrative from 
Washburn University in 2005 
and a master of science degree 
in teaching from Baker Univer-
sity in 2013. 

He served as the head girls 
basketball coach at Jefferson 
West High School from 2011 to 
2013. He has been the assistant 
boys basketball coach at RVHS 
since 2014.

He and his wife, Michelle, 
have been married for 11 years. 
They have two children.

His hobbies include coach-
ing, traveling and do-it-yourself 
home projects. 

Nathan Smith 
Nathan Smith, 39, is a new 

math teacher at Royal Valley 
High School. 

For the past two years, Smith 
worked at McLouth High 
School. He also coached cross 
country, track, basketball, soft-
ball and wrestling and sponsored 
a chess club.  

He graduated from Atchison 
County High School in 1995 
and obtained his mathematics 

degree from Kansas State Uni-
versity 2007.  

He received a transition to 
teaching degree from Fort Hays 
State University in 2010. 

He has been a youth minister 
at Effingham Union Church for 
seven years.

His wife, Cherise, is a kinder-
garten teacher at Royal Valley.

The couple has three children, 
Jaemon (sixth grade), Jeven 
(third grade) and Keziah (age 
four).

Nathan’s hobbies include 
sports, chess and youth ministry. 
He is also an avid bird watcher.

MICHAEL KEEHN, MD

Muddy Creek Family Clinic, LLC
200 White Way, Netawaka, KS 66516

785-933-2000

Welcome

Congratulations
4-Hers on all

your hard work
during the Fair!

Good Job!

Send us your
school news!

Scholarships, graduations, con tests, awards, honor so-
ciety ini tia tions, any academic achievement and recogni-
tion is news worth pub lishing. Bring the news to the of-
fice at 109 W. Fourth St. in Holton; mail to The Holton 
Recorder, P.O. Box 311, Holton, KS 66436; fax the news 
to 364-3422; call 364-3141; or e-mail holtonrecorder@ 
giantcomm.net

The Holton Special Educa-
tion Cooperative, headquartered 
at the Holton USD 336 admin-
istrative office at 515 Pennsyl
vania Ave. in Holton, provides 
special education services for 
the Holton, Jackson Heights, 
Royal Valley, Onaga and Prairie 
Hills school districts.

Nearly 60 staff members 

serve the five districts in various 
capacities.

This program follows state 
and federally-mandated guide-
lines on providing services for 
students with disabilities, in-
cluding but not limited to emo-
tional disturbance, mentally 
handicapped, learning disabili-
ties or visual or hearing impair-

ments.
Students are admitted to the 

program following a compre-
hensive evaluation and parental 
consent. An IEP (individual ed-
ucation plan) is written for the 
student.

Students are instructed in the 
least restrictive environment, 
whether in the general educa-

tion classroom or the special 
education classroom.

Students may also have sup-
port with a paraeducator. The 
cooperative is noted for its dedi-
cation to students and staff, as 
well as its focus for providing 
a comprehensive program of

Special Ed Cooperative serves five districts

Continued to Page 9



Featuring Kallie Schumaker and Joey Montes – Stylists
Owner/Operator – Barb Slocum      

Destin Salon and Tanning

501 Arizona Ave., Holton, KS 66436 • 785.364.2011 • destinsalon@gmail.com

Hair
Tanning
Custom 
  Spray Tanning
Tuxedo Rentals

See us NOW for Back-To-School Supplies

Best Of Luck To Our 
Area Students & 

Teachers!
Have a great new school year!

427 Arizona, Holton, Kan. • 785-364-4148
OPEN 24/7!
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Highway 75 & 6th Street
Holton, KS • 785-364-2162

“Your 
Friendly

Hardware 
Store”

Mon. - Sat.
7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

BACK TO
SCHOOL SPECIAL
ALL CLOTHING
AND FOOTWEAR

15% OFF
regular or sale-marked clothing

*IN STOCK ONLY
Prices good through August 1, 2016.

A subscription to The Recorder
is like a letter from home

twice a week!

Name ____________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________ State _____________ Zip _______________

Phone Number ___________________ E-Mail: _________________________________

Student Subscription (Nine Months)
 ❏ In-State       $38.71
 ❏ Out of State       $43.56

Mail to: Holton Recorder, Box 311, Holton, KS 66436

Clip and mail with check or money order to:
The Holton Recorder

When you subscribe to The 
Holton Recorder print 
edition, send us your e-mail 
address and we’ll send you a 
username and password for 
the online, digital edition.

The Holton Recorder
109 West 4th

1-785-364-3141
Holton, KS 66436

holtonrecorder@giantcomm.net

It's easy to order! 
Mail coupon or call 785-364-3141.

Your college student will 
visit you more often, if

 there are “things to do”
back home!

Provide your student with a subscription
to The Holton Recorder so they know 

what’s going on at home!
Also, The Holton Recorder

newspaper subscribers get the
ONLINE DIGITAL EDITION FOR FREE!

‘

1-800-511-0928

• Now establishing propane
“keep-full” routes in

Northern Jackson County, KS
• Call for pre-pay/

contract information
• Trained & CETP certified

employees
• Rental tanks available

Holton Recorder Office
(inside and out)

C & D’s Food Mart -
Whiting (inside store)

Carla’s Indian Country
(inside store)

Casey’s - Highway
location (inside store)

Country Mart (outside machine)
Dollar General (inside store)

Downtown Casey’s (inside store)
7-Eleven (inside store)
Holton 66 (inside store)

Hoyt
(newsstand outside at Calderwood’s Grocery)

Mayetta
(newsstand outside at Whistle Stop Cafe)

Nation Station
Convenience Store

(newsstand outside)
Petro Deli - Topeka

(inside store)
Prairie Band One Stop

(inside store)
Soldier Grill (inside store)

Walmart (inside store)
Your Place or Mine (inside store)

Need an extra copy of
The Holton Recorder?

Try one of
these locations!

.........

We’re on the World Wide Web!
www.holtonrecorder.net

er non-school items so that you 
can find what you need, when 
you need it—and quickly. Have 
the kids help you stock it with 
school-related items and keep it 
clean and functional. Find some 
inspiration here.

Update medical records. 
Most schools will let you know 
if your shot records are out of 
date, but why not go beyond 
that? Make sure teachers and 
administrators have a complete 
list of any medical concerns re-
garding your kids, including al-
lergies. You will also want to be 
sure that all emergency contacts 
are up to date.

Talk to your kids about bul-
lying. Research shows that one 
in three kids experience bully-
ing at some point in their school 
career—and in the increasingly 
digital world, the consequences 

can be extreme. Make sure your 
kids understand the right way 
to treat their peers, and when 
to speak up if they see someone 
else being bullied. Also make 
sure they know when to come to 
you if they feel they are being 
bullied.

Ask your kids about their 
concerns. The start of school 
is exciting, but can also bring 
some anxiety—especially when 
it comes to the unknown. Take 
a few minutes to ask your kids 
what they are most looking for-
ward to during the school year, 
and what things may be worry-
ing them. By giving them a fo-
rum to express their concerns, 
you can help them work through 
any worries in advance of school 
starting and clear up any issues 
that could lead to a bumpy start 
to the year.

Continued from Page 8
instruction and services to meet 
the varied needs of all students.

The cooperative and its mem-
ber school districts also provide 
free developmental screenings 
for children birth through age 
five that l ive in the supported 
districts.

Screenings are conducted 
throughout the year, and ap-
pointments are necessary, it 
was reported. The screening of 
children who may have devel-
opmental delays includes evalu-
ation of hearing, vision, speech, 
language, thinking skills, coor-
dination, personal/social skills 

and self-help skills.
While the Holton Special 

Education Cooperative’s fiscal 
year budget is included in the 
overall budget of its host dis-
trict, Holton USD 336, that bud-
get is funded by its five member 
districts based on the number of 
full time equivalency students 
(FTE) in each district.

Oversight of the Holton Spe-
cial Education Cooperative is 
provided by the superintendents 
of the five member districts.

AUGUST
SUBSCRIPTIONS

ARE NOW PAYABLE

Special Ed Cooperative...

Tips for transitioning into the school year
With summer break coming 

to a close, parents spend a lot of 
time getting their kids ready for 
school.

New school supplies, hair-
cuts, and special end-of-summer 
outings all play into the back-to-
school routine.

There are some other things 
that parents can do for them-
selves and their kids to ensure a 
smooth transition into the school 
year, too. Take a look below at 
few ways to get this year off to a 
great start in your house.

Set up a bedtime and wake-up 
routine in advance. If possible, 
it’s best to establish bedtimes 
and wake-up times two weeks 
in advance of the start of school. 
By the time the first school bell 
rings, kids will already be on 
the right sleeping schedule and 
it will be one less worry for your 
family.

Get to know new teachers. 
There will be open houses, ori-
entations, and other meet-and-
greet options at the beginning 
of the school year, but none will 
give you the chance to spend 
some quality time getting to 
know your kids’ teachers. Try 
to find a few minutes before or 

after school to connect one-on-
one with the teachers. At the 
very least, send an introductory 
email that includes how you 
can help during the school year, 
however big or small.

Plan healthy lunches and 
snacks. The better you plan out 
the meals in your home, the 
healthier choices you will make 
for your kids. When you pack 
protein-rich snacks and lunches, 
balanced with fruits, vegetables, 
and other wholesome items, you 
ensure that your children will 
have the energy and brainpower 
to make it through their school 
days.

Organize clothing. Of course 
you will need to donate or other-
wise get rid of the clothing that 
your kids have outgrown, but 
you should also take the time to 
carefully organize what is left. 
From there, decide what items 
you may need more of before 
school begins.

Set up a staging area. Find a 
central spot to store everything 
related to school, including 
backpacks, upcoming outfits, 
and a dry erase calendar with 
family schedules. Try to keep 
this area free of clutter and oth-

Welcome

Holton
Dairy Queen

915 W. 4th, Holton
364-3110
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 Administrators!

Ann’s
Home Health

107 W. 4th St., Holton
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Serving NE Kansas
118 E. 5th St., Suite 2, Holton, Kan.

785-364-4193
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Have a
Great

School Year!

Concession stand, press box project highlighted at JH
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Members of the Jackson Heights USD 335 school board are, front row, from left: Konrad Coe, Dr. David Allen and 
Neal Keeler; back row, from left: Kelly Kennedy, Doug Amon, Melinda Wareham and Ed Rostetter. Photo by Brian Sanders

Welcome Back Area Students, Teachers and Administrators!

YOU CALL, WE’LL HAUL!
PHONE: 785-364-1964

326 VERMONT
HOLTON, KS

By Brian Sanders
In the Jackson Heights dis-

trict, there’s a whole lot of 
building go ing on for the 2016-
17 school year, from elementary 
teachers building young minds 
using a Lego-based curriculum 
to volunteers building improve-
ments to the high school stadi-
um area.

A group of district patrons is 
in the midst of a volunteer ef-
fort to convert the old Jackson 
Heights High School weight 
room into a concession stand 
and rebuild the old press box at 
the top of the bleachers before 
the first home football game, it 
was reported. The effort is being 
spearheaded by Larry Amon, 
who sought those im provements 
to complement the school’s re-
cently-installed track.

The group is looking to raise 
$74,000 for its efforts, and 
USD 335 Superintendent and 
Elementary Principal Adrianne 
Walsh said the group is about 
halfway to that goal. In the 
meantime, Walsh said, “some 
work has started in the con-
cession stand area, and the old 
press box has been prepped to 
be taken down.”

Meanwhile, at Jackson 
Heights Elementary School, 
Walsh and elementary teachers 
are getting ready for the 2016-
17 year with a theme of “Build-
ing Strong Co bras.” The theme, 
she said, in volves construction 
and engineer ing, primarily with 
a curriculum that uses Lego 
building blocks to teach valu-
able lessons.

The theme was made pos-
sible through the purchase of 

more than $3,000 in Lego-relat-
ed curriculum materials by the 
school’s Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation, Walsh said. The “Legos 
for Education” cur riculum 
encompasses a wide range of 
subjects from mathematics to 
creative writing, and Walsh said 
she plans to look into expanding 
that curriculum into an after-
school program.

“Having an afterschool pro-
gram that offers something 
meaningful for kids has always 
been a goal of mine,” she said. 
“I’d like it to focus on some-
thing that kids will be very en-
thusiastic about.”

Also new for the school year 
is Quaver, a music-based curric-
ulum for elementary students. 
Walsh said elementary music 
teacher Amy Roth piloted the 
Quaver program and noted that 
“the kids were really engaged.”

At Jackson Heights Middle 
and High School, the focus will 
be building students up for the 
future, with three new classes 
involved. One of those classes 
is designed to prepare students 
for the ACT As sessment, Walsh 
said.

“We realize what an impor-
tant test this is for kids in deter-
mining scholarships and things 
of that na ture,” she said. “We 
wanted to give them the option 
to take a semester course to pre-
pare for it.”

Building organizational skills 
is the focus of a new Academ-
ic En hancement class, which 
targets those students “who 
still struggle with getting orga-
nized,” Walsh said.

“We piloted this program last 

semester with five kids who had 
some failing grades, and we felt 
like it was very successful,” she 
said. “A lot of schools don’t ex-
plicitly teach the organizational 
skills that kids really need in 
any class, and while we have 

some supports in place, like our 
seminar time, there are some 
kids who need more than that.”

The class gives students an 
op portunity to build and hone 
their study skills, as well as their 
organi zational skills, and not 

just for course work, but also for 
their adult years, Walsh noted.

The third new class for 2016-
17 at the middle and high school 
is an independent music study 
class aimed at upperclassmen 
(juniors and seniors). Walsh said 

the class helps students who are 
focused on music to alleviate 
a tight schedule and allow for 
participation in both vocal and 
instrumental music.

Continued to Page 11



It’s Back To
School Time!

                                       It’s also time to schedule
                                     Senior  & Family Pictures!

View our pictures on Facebook/Gregg Moser

Moser Photography
364-2446 • Holton

W
el

come Back To School

Prairie Band Propane
13487 162 Rd., Mayetta • 785-966-2721

Have
a Great Year!

Jackson Heights school district welcomes several new faces

Michelle Kuglin Chelsea Murphy Shaleya Nelson Melissa Sauls

Michelle Kuglin
Chanute native Michelle 

Kuglin, 24, is coming to Jack-
son Heights Elementary School 
as a new third-grade teacher this 
year, it was re ported.

Kuglin, who graduated in 
2010 from Chanute Christian 
Academy and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in education from 
Pittsburg State University in 
2014, has two years of experi-
ence in elementary teach ing.

Her first full-time teaching job 
was as a kindergarten teacher at 
Chanute Christian Academy for 
the 2014-15 school year. She 
followed that with a year as a 
kindergarten teacher at Key El-
ementary School in Tulsa, Okla.

Kuglin enjoys reading and 
spending time with her family. 
She is married to Sam Kuglin.

Chelsea Murphy
New to the Jackson Heights 

dis trict this year is Chelsea Mur-
phy, 26, who joins the staff as a 

fourth-grade teacher at the el-
ementary school.

Murphy, who taught third 
grade at Highland Park Central 
Elemen tary School in Topeka 
last year, is a native of Salina 
who graduated from Southeast of 
Saline High School in Gypsum. 
She received her bachelor of sci-
ence degree with a concentration 
in special education from Kansas 
State University in 2015.

Murphy also worked as a 
Math Quest tutor at the Boys and 
Girls Club in Topeka during the 
2015-16 school year and is a 
member of the Pinnacle Honor 
Society.

Murphy has two sons, 4-year-
old Cameron and 2 1/2-year-old 
Tyler. In her spare time, she said, 
she enjoys read ing, knitting, bul-
let journaling, playing “Sims 4” 
and watching “Project Runway.”

Shaleya Nelson
Shaleya Nelson, 25, will join 

the Jackson Heights Elementary 

School and a 2016 graduate of 
KSU, earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in music education. Her 
new posi tion at Jackson Heights 
is her first full-time teaching job.

Sauls continues to reside in 
Topeka, where she enjoys read-
ing, running and playing with 
her dogs.

Denise Visocsky
Denise Visocsky, 39, is taking 

her math and sports leadership to 
a new school in Jackson County 
this fall.

After eight years as Royal 
Valley High School math teach-
er and head volleyball and track 
coach, Visoc sky will begin the 
2016-17 school year at Jackson 
Heights High School, where 
she will teach math and serve as 

head volleyball coach and assis-
tant track coach.

A 1995 graduate of Holton 
High School, Visocsky received 
her as sociate’s degree from 
Garden City Community Col-
lege before at tending Washburn 
University, where she graduated 
in 1999 with a bachelor of arts 
degree in mathe matics.

After graduating from Wash-
burn, Visocsky taught for two 
years at St. Marys High School 
and for seven years at Seaman 
High School in Topeka before 
teaching at RVHS for the last 
eight years.

She and her husband Joe live 
in Holton, along with their four 
daughters, 13-year-old Paige, 
9-year-old Sierra, 7-year-old 
Sydnee and 1-year-old Piper.

Boonie’s TowingLocally Owned

& Operated

Heavy Duty, Light Duty & Medium Duty Tow • Unlock Service
Jumpstarts • Flatbed & Wrecker Service • Off Road Recovery

24 Hour • 7 Days A Week
Serving Jackson, Jefferson & Atchison Counties

785-364-3649 • www.dexknows.com/info/7858519616

WELCOME BACK STUDENTS & TEACHERS

www.dexknows.com/info/7858519616
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School staff this year as a sixth-
grade teacher.

Originally from Wamego, 
Nel son said she “always knew 
I wanted to teach,” and after 
gradu ating from Wamego High 
School in 2009, she worked to-
ward her asso ciate’s degree in 
general studies from Highland 
Community Col lege’s Wamego 
branch before go ing to Kansas 
State University.

“After switching my major a 
couple times, I ended up back at 
elementary education,” Nelson 
said.

Nelson graduated from KSU 
in May of 2015 and was soon at 
work at her first teaching job, a 
second-grade class at Ross El-
ementary School in Topeka.

“It was definitely a challeng-
ing but rewarding school year, 
and I met a lot of great people,” 
she said. “After talking with my 
husband and a lot of a think-
ing, I realized I wanted to teach 

at a smaller school. I saw a job 
opening and I applied at Jackson 
Heights.”

Nelson and her husband of 
two years, Devin, live in north-
west Topeka with their two dogs, 
Lola and Athena. Apart from 
teaching, her interests are music 
— she plays viola and her hus-
band is a drum mer, so “music is 
a big part of our lives,” she said 
— and reading.

“I always have books or music 
with me, and usually, I am read-
ing multiple books at one time,” 
Nelson said. “I read just about 
anything that interests me, both 
for fun and for teaching.”

Melissa Sauls
Recent Kansas State Univer-

sity graduate Melissa Sauls, 23, 
is joining the Jackson Heights 
staff this year as band and choir 
director.

A native of Topeka, Sauls is a 
2011 graduate of Seaman High 

Jackson Heights...

TARWATER FARM & 
HOME SUPPLY

4107 NW TOPEKA BLVD., TOPEKA, KS
785-286-2390 • 800-894-2390

www.tarwaters.com

Back To School Clothing for the Whole Family!

Welcome Back Students, Teacher and Administrators!
Come see us for all your tire needs!

Continued from Page 10
“Kids have to pick and choose 

their classes. Music is very 
impor tant to a good percentage 
of our student body, and some of 
them can’t always fit both band 
and choir into their schedules,” 
Walsh said. “This class will give 
them an op portunity to do both 
within one hour. It’s something 
we’ve been discussing for sev-
eral years, and we feel like it’s 
going to work well.”

Walsh also noted that an Indi-
vidual Plan of Study program 
will be implemented this year

to help upperclassmen focus 
on career readiness, as well as 
targeting en rollment in classes 
that will benefit students later 
in life.

New teachers this year in-
clude Michelle Kuglin, third 
grade; Chel sea Murphy, fourth 
grade; Shaleya Nelson, sixth 
grade; Melissa Sauls, middle 
and high school band and choir; 
and Denise Visocsky, high 
school mathematics. Walsh also 
noted the addition of two new 
staff members from the Holton 
Special Education Cooperative, 
Marcie Kerr and Jason Curley.

Scholarships, graduations 
and awards are news worth 
pub lishing. Send The Holton 
Recorder the information about 
your student’s achievements.

Bring the news to the office at 
109 W. Fourth St. in Holton; mail 
to The Recorder, P.O. Box 311, 
Holton, KS 66436; fax the news 
to (785) 364-3422; call 364-
3141; or e-mail holtonrecorder@
giantcomm.net

Send us your
school news!
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Learn More...
   Earn More!
        It’s Not Too Late to Enroll.

Call 785.670.2200 for more information • www.WashburnTech.edu 

5724 SW Huntoon St., Topeka, KS 66604

NOW OFFERING:
• Cosmetology

• Emergency
Communications

• Commercial
Truck Driving

The final touches are being put on the new Holton Elementary School, which will re-
place both Colorado and Central elementary schools in Holton, starting in the 2016-17 
school year.  Photo by Brian Sanders 

Bring in this coupon
and get 10%

off your meal!

CHINA RESTAURANT
317 Pennsylvania, Holton, KS • 785-362-7888

HOURS: 11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. Daily
Lunch Buffet 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (every day)

(Coupon expires Sept. 1, 2016.)

As parents are purchasing 
their kids’ school supplies, teach-
ers are prepping their classrooms 
and stu dents are looking forward 
to seeing their friends again, the 
Kansas Highway Patrol will be 
working to ensure these students 
are kept safe on their travels to 
and from school.

Every July and August, KHP 
troopers, in conjunction with 
school districts across the state, 
check all school buses to ensure 
they are all in good working or-
der. Troopers check the buses 
from mid-July until the begin-
ning of the school session to 
make sure buses will load, trans-
port and unload students safely.

Buses and other vehicles 
throughout the state are also in-
spected for compliance with 
safety regulations. A few of the 
things troopers will be checking 
are the lights, emergency exits, 
tires, wind shield wipers, fire 
extinguishers, first aid kits and 
emergency spill kits. 

“Our children are our future. 
We owe it to the family mem-
bers, and their children alike, to 
make sure these kids arrive to 
and from their destinations safe-
ly,” said Lieuten ant Adam Win-
ters, KHP public information of-
ficer. “By partnering with these 
school districts across Kansas, 
we can assure that we are taking 
the proper steps to keep our chil-
dren safe.” 

Thousands of school vehi-
cles’ equipment and mechanical 
condi tions will be checked as 
troopers visit each school dis-
trict. For any bus or school vehi-
cle passing in spection from June 
1, 2016 through May 31, 2017, a 
green sticker will be displayed in 
the lower driver’s side corner of 

the windshield. Ve hicles that do 
not comply with safety regula-
tions cannot be used to transport 

students until all defects are cor-
rected and a trooper re checks the 
vehicle. 

KHP busy with school bus safety checks

Recorder Classifieds Get Results! 364-3141

Get ready for the new 
school year at Ginger’s!

Ginger Snips
Salon of Beauty

119 West 4th • Holton • 785-364-3069

Mention this ad when you call to make 
an appointment with Donna or Sandra 

for a $15 KID’S HAIRCUT!

Open at 8 a.m. • 6 days a week
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